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PREFACE. 

|r^^^>l50 illuftrate the following Poem, to 
'^ T ^ vindicate the fubjed from the cenfiire 
W 2^^ of improbability, and to (hew by 
the concurring evidence of the befl 
hiftorians, that fuck difmterefted public virtue 
did once exift, I have thought, it would not 
be improper to prefix the lubfequent narration* 

While Darius, the father of Xerxes, was 
yet on the throne of Perfia, Cleomenes and 
Demaratus were kings in Lacedaemon, both 
defccnded from Hercules. Demaratus was un- 
fortunately expofed by an uncertain rumour, 
which rendered his legitimacy fufpe(5ted, to the 
malice and treachery of his colleague, who had 
conceived a perfonai refentment againll him ; 
for Cleomenes taking advantage of this report, 
A % perfuaded 
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h The PREFACE. 

perfiiaded the Spartans to examine into the 
Birth of Demaratus, and refer the difficiihy 
to the oracle of Delphi ; and was aflifted in his 
perfidious defigns by a^ near relation of Dema- 
ratus, named Leotychides, who afpired to'^uc- 
ceed him in his dignity. Cleomenes found 
meaj^s.to corrupt tjie Prjeftefs of Delphi, who 
de;plared Demaratus not legitimate. Thus by 
the bafe pradlifes of his colleague Cleomenes, 
and Ms kinfman Leotychides, Demaratus was 
expelrd from his office of king in the common- 
wealth, after having frequendy fignalized his 
valour in its fervice. He went into voluntary 
banifhment, and retiring to Afia was there pro- 
teded by Darius-, while Leotychides fucceeded 
to the regal authority in Sparta. Upon the 
Death of Cleomenes Leonidas was made king, 
who ruled in conjundion with this Leotychides, 
when Xerxes, the fon of DariiK, invaded 
Greece. The number of land and naval forces 
which accompanied that monarch, together 
with the fervants, women, and other ufual 
attendants on the army of an eaftern prince, 
amounted to upwards of five millions, as re- 
ported by Herodotus, who wrote within a few 
years after the event, and publickly recited, his 
hiftory at the Olympic games. ' In this general 

aflembly 
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^flemyy not only fronx Greece itfelf, but from 
every part of the world, wherever a colony 
of Grecians was planted, had he greatly ex- 
ceeded the truth, he muft certainly have been 
detfedled, and cenfured by fome among fb 
great a multitude, and foch a voluntary falf- 
hood muft have entirely. deft royed that credit 
and authority, which have procured to Hero- 
dotus the veneration of all pofterity, with the 
appellation of the father of hiftory. On the 
firft nexvB of this attempt upon their liberty^- 
a ccavention was immediately held at the Ifth- 
mus, of Corinth, compofed of deputies from 
the feveral ftates of Greece, to confult on 
proper meafiires for the public fafcty. The 
Spartans alfo fent meflengers to enquire of the 
oracle iat Delphi into tlie event of the war, who 
returned with an andver from the prieftefi of 
Apollo, that either a king defcended from Her- 
cules muft die, or Lacedaemoh would be en- 
tirely deftroyed. Leonidas immediately offer- 
ed to facrifice his life for die fafety of L|CedaB- 
mon,. and marching to Thermopylae poffeifed 
Jiimfelf of that important pafswith three hun- 
dred of his countrymen; wlio with the forces 
of ibme other cities in the Peloponnefus, toge- 
ther with the Thehans,. Theipians,.^ and the 
A 3 troops 
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vi The P R E F A C E. 

troops of thofe ftates which adjoined tq Ther- 
mopylae, compofed an army of near eight 
thoufend men. 

Xerxes was now advanced as farasTheC- 
falia ; when hearing, that a fmall body of Gre- 
cians vas aflembled at Thermopylae, with 
ibme Lacedaemonians at their head, and among 
the reft Leonidas, a defcendant of Hercules, 
he difpatched a fmgle horfeman before to ob- 
ferve their numbers, and difcover their defigns. 
When this horfeman approached, he could 
not take a view of the whole camp, which lay 
concealed behind a rampart formerly raifed by 
the Phocians at the entrance of Thermopylae; 
fo that his whole attention was employed on 
thofe, who were on guard before the wall, and 
who at that inftance chanced to be the Lace^- 
daemonians. Their manner and geftures 
greatly aftoniftied the Perfian ; feme were a- 
mufing themfelves in gymnaftic exercifes; 
others were combing their hair ; and all difco- 
vered a total difregard of him, whom they fiif- 
fered to depart without moleftation, and report 
to Xerxes, what he had feen : which appear- 
ing to that prince quite ridiculous, he fent for 
Demaratus, who was with him in the camp, 

and 
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and required him to explain this ftraugc hcha^ 
viour of his country men, Demaratus informed 
him, that it was a cuftom among the Spartanj; 
.to comb down and adjuil their hair, when 
they were determmed to fight till the lad ex- 
tremity. Xerxes notwithftanding in the con* 
fidence of his power fent ambafladors to the 
Grecians, to demand their arms, to bid them 
difperfe, and become his friends and allies; 
which propofeb being received with difdain, he 
commanded the Medes and Saces to feize oa 
the Grecians, and bring them airre into bis 
pre£ence« Thefe itadons immediately attadsed 
the Grecians, and were foon repul&d with^ 
great fiafughter ; hdh troops Mi fbcceeded, 
bat with no better fortune than the firft, being 
t>ppofed to an enemy not only fiiperior in va^ 
lour and reiblution, but who had the advan* 
tage of difctpline, and were furnilhed with bet- 
ter arms both offenfvve and dcfenfive. 

PlutalRch in his Laconic apophthegms re* 
ports, that the Perfian king offered to inveft . 
Leonidas with the fovereignty of all Greece, 
provided he would join his arras to thofe of 
Perfia. This offer was too confiderable a con- 
defcenfion to- have been made before a trial of 
A 4 their 
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their force^ and mnift therefore have been prcK 
pofed by Xerxes, after fuch aferies of illiuc- 
cefs, as might probably have depreffed the in*- 
folencc of his temper ; and it may be eafily fiip- 
pofed, that the. virtue of Leonidas was proof 
•againft any temptations of that nature. Whe- 
ther this be a fad, :or not, thus much is cer- 
tain, that Xerxes was reduced to extreme dif- 
ficulties by this refolute defence of Thermopy- 
lae ; till he was extricated from his diftreis by 
a Malian named Epialtes, who condufted 
twenty thdufand of thePerfian army into Greece 
jthrough a pals, which lay higher up the coun* 
try among the nioun tains of.Oeta: whereas 
the paflage at Thermopylae was fituated on 
the fea-(hore between the end of thofe moun- 
tains and the Malian bay. The defence of the 
upper pafs had been committed to a thoufand 
Phocians, who upon the firft fight of the ene- 
my inconfiderately abandoned their ftation, 
and put themfelves in array upon a neighbour- 
ing eminence : but the PerfianS wifely avoided 
nrulliijj an engagement, and with the utmoft 
expedition marched to Thermopylae. Leoni- 
das no iboner received information, that the 
Barbarians had paffed the mountains, but he 
commanded the allies to retreat, referving the 

three 
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three hundred Spartans, and four hundred 
Thebans, whom, as they followed him with 
rjdui^ance at firft, he now compelled to ftay. 
But the Thefpians^ whofe number amounted 
to (even hundred, would not be perfuaded by 
Leonidas to forfake him. Their commander 
was Demophilus, and the mod eminent amongft 
them for his valour was Dithyrambus. Among 
the Spartans the moft confpicuous next to Le- 
onidas was Dieneces^ who being told^ that the 
multitude of Perfian arrows would obfcure the 
iiin, replied, the battle would then be in the 
fhade. Two brothers named Alpheus and 
Maron are alfo recorded for their valour and 
were Lacedaemonians. Megiftias a prieft, by 
birth an Acarnanian refufed to defert Leoni- 
das, though intreated by him to confult his- 
(afety, arid retire v but fent away hi^ only fon ^ ' 
and remained himfelf behind to die with the- 
Lacedaemonians. Among the three hundred 
Spartans were two called Eury tus a,nd Ariftode- 
mus, who being almoft blind were difmiffed 
by Leonidas. Of thefe Ariftodemus returned^ 
borne; but Eurytus waited, till the Perfians. 
defcended from the hills, and then command-* 
ing his flave to lead him among tli^ comba- 
tants was flain with the reft of his countrymen. 
A 5 He. 



d by Google 



X The P R E F A C E. 

Herodotus relates, that Leonidas drew 
up bis men in the broadeft part of Thermopy- 
lae j where, being flirrounded by the Perfians, 
they fell with great numbers of their enemies ; 
but Plutarch, Diodorus Sicuius, and others af- 
firm, that the Grecians attacked the very camp 
of Xerxes in the night. The aftion is thus de- 
fcribed by Diodorus. " The Grecians having 
^ now rejefted all thoughts of fafety, prefer- , 
^ ing glory to life, unanimoufly called on their 
** general to lead them againft the Perfians, 
^ before they could be apprifed, that their 
" friends had pafled round the mountains^ 
** Leonidas embraced the occafipn, which the 
'* ready zeal of his foldiers afforded, and com- 
^^ manded them forthwith to dine, as men, 
** who w^e to fup in Elyfium. Himfelf in 
*♦ confequence of this command took a repaft, 
*' as the means to furnifti ftrength for a long 
*^ continuance, and to give perfeverance in 
" danger. After a fliort refrefhment the Gre- 
" cians were now prepared, and received or- 
" ders to aflail the enemy's camp, to put all, 
" they met to the fword, and force a paffage 
** to the royal pavilion. When formed into one 
** compaftbody, with Leonidas himfelf at their 
^ head, they marched againft the Perfians, 

^' and 
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*^ and entered their camp at the dead of night. 
" The Barbarians wholly unprepared, and 
** biindly conjeftBring, that their friends were 
" defeated, and themfelvcs attacked by the 
*' united power of Greece, hurry together from 
*' their tent with the utmoft diforder and con- 
*^ ftemation. Many were flain by Leonidas^ 
«' and his party, but much greater multitudes 
" by then* own troops, to whom in the midft 
** of this blind confufion they were not diftin- 
*• guiftiaWe from enemies : for as night took 
*^ away the power of difcerning truly, and 
*' the tumult was fpread iiniverfally over the 
^^ camp, a prodigious flaughter muft natural- 
^^ ty enfue. The want of command, of a 
" 'watch-word, and of confidence in them- 
" (elves reduced, the Periians to fuch a ftate of 
** confufton, that they deftroyed each other 
^^ without difttntftion. Had Xerxes continued 
^^ in the royal' pavilion, die Grecians without 
<^ difficulty might have brought the war to a 
*^ fpeedy conclufion by his death ; but he at 
** the beginning of Ae tumult betook himfelf 
*^ to flight with the utmoft precipitation -; 
" when the Grecians rulhing into the tent, put 
** to the fword moft of thofe, who were left 
** behind: then, while night lafted, they 

*' ranged 
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^* raflged through the whole camp in diligent 
" fearch of the tyrant. When morning . ap- 
" peared, the Perfians. perceiving the true* 
" ftate of things, held the inconfiderable num^ • 
". berof their enemies in contempt ; yetwera^ 
** fo terrified at their valour, that they avoided ' 
" a near engagement ; but inclofing the Gre- 
** cians on every fide, ftiowered their darts and » 
" arrows upon them at adiflance, and in the 
*^ end deftroyed their whole body. Such was 
" the period of their lives, who under the con- 
** du<fl of Leonidas defended the pafs of Ther- 
** mopylae. Who can refrain from admiring 
** the virtue of thefe men, who with one con- 
" fent maintaining the pofl allotted by their 
^* country, chearfuUy renounced their lives for 
<* the common lafety of Greece, and efteem- 
** ed a glorious death more eligible than to live 
".with diftionour ? Nor is the confternation of. 
** the Perfians incredible. Who among thofe 
** Barbarians could have conjedtured fuch an 
" event ? who could have expedled, that five , 
" hundred men would have dared to attack a 
** million i Wherefore (hall not all pofterity 
**• from that day refledl on the virtue of thefe, 
" men as the objeft of imitation^ who though 
** the lofe of their lives was the neceffary con- 

,** fequence 
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^* fequence of their undertaking, were yet un- 
*' conquered in their fpirit ; and among all the 
^^ great names delivered down to remembrance 
" are the only heroes, who obtained nK^-e glo- 
" ry in their fall than others from the brigbteft 
*' vi6tories ? With Jiiftice may they be deem- 
" ed the prefervers of the Grecian Kberty, even 
*^ preferably to thofe, who were conquerors 
*' in the battles foight afterwards with Xerxes ; 
*' for the memory of their valour, who feli 
" at Thermopylae for ever dejedted the Barba- 
** rians, while the Greeks were fired wFth e- 
" raulation to equal luch a pitch of magnani- 
** mity. Upon the whole there never were 
^* any before thefe who attained to immortality 
^* through the rrieer excefs of virtue ; whence 
" the praife of their fortitude has not been re- 
*' corded by hiftorians only, but has been ce- 
" lebrated by numbers of poets, among others 
^ by Simonides the lyric." 

■ P A u s A N I A s in his Laconics confiders the de- 
fence of Thermopylae, as an aftion fuperior to 
any atchieved by their cotemporaries, and to 
all the exploits of preceding ages. " Never 
" (fays he) had Xerxes beheld Greece, or laid 
^* in afliesthecity of Athens, had not his for- 

** ces 
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** ces under Hydarnes been condu<Sted through 
" a path over Oeta, and by that means incom- 
" paffing the Greeks overcame and flain Leo- 
*^ nidas.** Nor is it improbable, diat Leoni-- 
das ftiould have maintained hrs poft in fo narrow 
a pafs^ till tlie whole army of Xerxes had pe- 
riftied by famine. At the fame time the Perfiaa 
navy had been raiferably fhattered by a ftorm, 
and worfted in .an engagement widi the Atheni- 
ans at Artemifium, 

■ To conchide, the fall of Leonidas and hi» 
brave companions, fo meritorious to their 
country^ and lb glorious to themfelves, has obv 
tained fuch an high degree of veneration and 
applaufe from pafl: ages,, that few among the. 
antient compilers of hiflory have been filent oa. 
this amazing, inftance of magnanimity andzeal^ 
for liberty ; and many are the epigrams and) 
infcriptibns now extant, fome on the whole bo-«^ 
dy, others on particulars, who died at Ther- 
mopylae, ftill preferviiig their memory in .eve- 
ry nation converfant with learning, and at this- 
diftance of time ftill rendering their virtue the 
objedl of admiration and praife. 

I SHALL now detain the reader no longer,, 
than to take this public occafion of exprefling 

my 
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m^ fmcere regard for the Lord Viscount 
Cob HAM, and the fenfe of my obligations for 
the early honour of his friendlhip. To him I 
infcribe the following poem ; and herein might 
I be juftified, independent of all perfonal mo- 
tives, from hi$ lordfhip's public conduct fo 
highly diftinguifhed by his difinterefted zeal, 
and unftiaken fidelity to his country, not left 
in civil life than in the field : and to whom a 
poem founded on a charafter eminent fpr mi- 
litary glory, and love of Uberty is due from 
thejiatureof die fubjedt. 



R. Glover. 
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B O O K I. 

The Argument. 

JCerxes king of Perjta having drawn together the whole 
force of bis empire^ andpafs*d over theHellefpont int9 
Thrace with a dejign to conquer Greece ; the deputies 
frwn, the feveral ftates of that country ^ who badfotne 
time before ajfembkd tbemfehes at the Ifibmus oj C(?« 
rintb /« deliberate on propermeafures for refifting the 
invader f viere no Jooner appris*d of bis march inta 
Tbrace, than they determined without further tlelay 
to difput&his pajfage at the ftraits of Thermopyla^^ 
the mm accefjihle part of Greece on the fide of Thrace 
and Toeffaly, Alpheus, one of the deputies from Spar^ 
ta^ repairs to that city, and communicates this refo^ 
lution to bis countrymen \ who chanced that day to he 
effemhled fn expe^ation of receiving an anfwer from 
~^ Apollo y to whom they had fent a mejfenger to confult 
about the event of the war, Leotychides^ one of their 
two kings y eounfels the peo]>le to advance no Jurther 
than the IJlbmus of Corinth, which Jepar ate s the 
Felopbnhefusy where Laeedamon wasfttuated^ from 
the reji of Greece ; but Leonidas^ the other kingy dif- 
fuades them from it, Agisy the mejfenger y who had 
been deputed to Delphiy and brother to the queen of 
Leonidasy returns with the oracle ; v/hich denounces 
ruin to the Lacedemonians y unlefs one of their kings 

lays 
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lays down bis life for the publick. Leonidas offers him^ 
felf for the vi3lim. Three hundred Spartans are 
cbofen to accompany him to Ihermopyla^ and Alpheus 
returns to the IJibmuK Leonidas ^ after an intervieiv 
ivith his' queeny departs from Laceiamon^ At tb^ 
end of fix daysy be encamps near the Ifthmus^ wben^ 
be is joined by Alpheus '^ who defer ibes the auxiliaries f. 
that wait at the Jfihmus^ tbofey who are already pof-* 
fefs^dofThermopyUy as alfo tbep'afs itfelf\ and con-- 
eludes with a relation of the captivity of bis^ brother 
Polydorus in Perfia^ 




LEONroAS. 
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(EHEARSE^ O Mvie, the d^tds and gk>* 
f bus dtath 
Of that fiunM Spartuit vrho wilhftoojt 
the pow'r 
Of Xerxes near Thermopyl«y and fell 
To feve his country; When from Afia's coaft 
With half the nations of the peopled globe 5 

The Perfian king the Rellefpont had pafa'd. 
And now in Thrace his- boundlefs camp was fpread ^ 
Soon to the Mhmns, where th* affembfed chiefs 
Of Greece in anxious council long had fat^ 

How 
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How beft their menaced liberties to guard, !a 

The dreadful tidings reacb'd. The near approai^h 
Of Afia's lord determines their refolves, 
Thefe they convey to all the Grecian ftates. 
Back to Eurotas' flioresj where^Sparta rofe, 
Laconian Alpheus- fpeeds: in council there v i$ 

He finds the Spartan people with their kings ; 
Their kings, who >oaf| an origin divine. 
From Hercules defcended. They the fons 
Of LacedfcmOn had^<joiiven'd to learn - . 

The facred mandates of th'.ihimortatGods^ SOi 

That mora, expe^ed from the Delphian dome ; 
But in their prefence Alpheus firft appeared. 
And thus addrefsM them. For immediate war 
Prepare, O Spartans. Xerxes' numerous pow'rs 
Already fill the trembling bounds of Thrace. 25: 
The Ifthmian council hath decreed to guard 
The ftrait and rocky entrance into Greece, 
Thermopylae ; where ev'n a Sender force 
May ftem the torrent of unnumbered foes» 

Km 
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He faid, when Leotychldes, who fliarM - 30' 
The rule with great Leonidas, befpake' 
The Spartans thus/ My countrymen, give car. 
Why from her bofom Ihould Laconia fend 
Her valiant fons to wagea diftant w^r . 
"For others' fafety ; why!exhauft her ftrength 35' 
And thin her numbers in defence of thofe. 
Who far remote from Lacedaemon dwell 
Beyond the Ifthmus? there the Gods have plac'd 
Our native ramparts, there our en^pire's bound; 
And there -alone our coiintry'claims our fwords. 40 

He ceas'd." The people with affenting fliouts 
Replied, when thus Leonidas tegan- \ 

O MOST uhgeh'rous council ! moft unjuft. 
And bafe defertion of the Grecian weal 1 
What! Ihall th' Atheaians, whofe afliduous fleets 45 
Undaunted watch th' innumerable foes. 
Where'er they menace our affrighted Ihores, ' 
J\nd truft th' impending dangers of the field 
Td Sparta's well-known valour j (hall they hear, 

TTiat 
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That vrt, difowning thus the gen'ra! caufe, $o 

Maintain the HUiinus only, and expofe 
The. reft of Greece, ev'n Adiens,; while ihe guards 
Our naked coafis, to all the wafteof war. 
Her walls to ruin, and her fields to flames. 
Her fons, her matrons, and her hoary fines 55 

To violation, fervittide, and Aaxnt } 
O fiiould they hear fuch counfels guide our ftatCf 
Would they not court the firft propitious gale 
To waft them far from fuch perfidious friends^ 
And raife new feats in other climes remote, 60 

Safe from infultingfbes, and falfe allies ? 
Then fhould we fi)on behold the proud array 
Of Xerxes' navy with their hoftile beaks 
Affront our fliores, and deluge all our fields 
Withinexhauftednmnbers. Half the Greeks, 65 
By us betray'd to bondage, would fupport 
The Perfian king, and lift th* avenging (pear 
For our dcftruaion. But my friends rejefl 
Such mean and dang'rous counfels, which will blaft 

Your 
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Your long «{hUi&'d gbries^ and aflift ^O 

The proud invador. O eternal l^ii^ 
Of Gods and mortals elevate onr mndsf . 
Each loir and p^urtial paffien thence difpel ! 
Till thW great t»fnth in ev'iy heart iae knowit^ 
Tbat nooe^ but thole,^ whoaxd the JpubiidL^aafe^ 7$ 
Canihidd^hcircoiintries^ or tlieinfelves from chains. 
He faid^ by Ihame iupprefs'^d each danf rous voice 
Wasloft in filence; till a genVal ihout 
Proclaimed th' approach of Agisfrom die faaet 
Where, ta^t by Phcebtis on the Delpliic hill. So ^ 
The Pythian njajje his oracles reveal'd. ^K^-^A.-*^* 

He came ; but difcontent and grief o'ercaft 
His ^ntioos brow. ilelttd«»t lie advanced. 
And now prepared to fpeak. Th* impatient throng 
Was gatbcr^-d round him ; motionleft they Aood 85 
With expedaitaons 5 not a -whifper told 
The filentfear, but all on Agisgaze; 
And ftUl as death attend the foiemn tale. 
As o'er the wcftern waves, when ev'ry ftorm 

Is 
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Is iiufli'd within its cavern, and a breeze go 

Soft-breathing lightly with its wings along 

The ilacken'ii cordage' glides, the Tailor's ear 

/ Perceives no found throughout the vaft ezpanfe j ^ 
I 
V None, but, the murmurs of the Aiding prowe> 

Which flowly parts the finooth and yiehling main : 95 

So through the wide and liftntng croud no founds 

No voice^ .but thine, O A^f,* broke the air; 

Declaring thus the oracle divine, 

I wjBNT to Delphi ; I enquired what fate 
Was doom'd to Sparta from th' impending war ; 100 
When thus th* all-feeing deity replied 
*' Inhabitants of Sparta, Perfia's arms 
^* Shall lay your proud and ancient feat in duA; 
^* Unlefe a king from Hercules deriv'd 
** Caufe Lacedssmon for his death to moura" 105 

As, when the hand of Pcrfeus had difdos'd 
Thefnakesof dire Medula; ^1, who vie wM 
The Gorgon features, were congealM to ftone. 
With ghaftly eye-balls on the hero bent. 

And 
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And borrour living in their marble form : 1 10 

Thus with amazement tooted, where they flood. 

And froz^with fpeecblefs terrour, on .their kings >t A 

Th$ Spartans gaz'd:. but Toon their anxious lopka ) 

All on the great Leonidas unite. 

Long blown his country's refuge. He aldne i.i 5 

Remains u^fliaken. .Ri^ng,! J\q difj^ays . 

His godlike prefence. Dignity af^d grace 

Adorn his frame, and maiily beauty join'd ' 

With ftrengt^ilcrrculean. -Qn .his afped (hbes 

•SoMimeft virtue, and defire^ of hm^, I2# 

Where juffice giyea ihe laurd ;: i A his eye 

The inextinguifliable fplirk, which fires 

The fouls of paliS6ts ; while his brow fupports 

Undaunted valour,: and con£eiftpt of death. 

Serene he rofe, and thus adjdrefs'd the throng. 1 25 

Why this aftoni(hment on ev'ry face. 
Ye men of Sparta? Does thefianneof death 
Create this fe4r[ ahd woiider ? O my friends 1 
Why do We labour thfough the arduous paths, 

B Which 
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Which lead to virtue? Fruitlcfa were the toil, 15Q 

Above the reach of human leet vr&rc placid 

The didant fummU, if the fear of death 

Could inter^cepl our pa{!agei. JBut in v«m 

His blackefl; frowns ami terroUrs he. affiin^es 

To fhakethe grmnef^of the tpiind, wh^cltJksiowsj 135 

That wanting wtye^ Ufe, is pain andf^woe» 

That want'ftig liberty ev'n virtue inourBp,. 

And looks around f^t happiMfe in vain. 

Then fpeak, O-^parta, anddemand myiiBtii : . 

My heart exulting ahfwers'tojtliy.xaM,' :/' "'140 

Andfmiles^ti gWrtbufifelc. T(^if«i^,.mih:/^oae // 

The Gods aHow to many ; biit to die 

Withequal'foftfe/w kWoffingylfaivfii ' \r > 

SeleQs from afi ^ pbofe«j0ft boonjj:of ifaie^^ =: '»'. » 

And witK'ai(^*inghfih!iJ'd»fcWibeft«w$r I -r-x^ 

He faid. cNJew wonder fix'd tliega^ing^thcong. 
In filerice Jey a^Adi»iratie»i iaf> i- ^^ - »;:j:'. : ;:" 
\ Sufpending prafif^:?- ^At^4t»glh tvitUMgfc a(jblai«!i \'j 
The arch of he^v'n refo*^cd^ wjb^ahud i -" 

ThV 
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Th' affembly flood Dieneces, and fpakc. 150 

So from Thermopylae may Sparta's fliouts 
AfFrigbt the ear of Afia ! Haftc, my frie^ids. 
To guard die gates of Greece, which open fland 
ToTyranny and Rapine. They wirfi dread 
Will (krink before your flandards^ and again 155 
In fervile Perfia feek their native feats. 
Your wives, your fons, your parents, general Greece 
Forbid delay ^ and equal to the caufe * 

A chief behold : can Spartans a& for more } 1 59 

HEceas'd; when Alpheut thus; It well becomes 
The Spartans held the chiefs of Greece, and fam'd 
For dauntlefs courag^^ and unyielding hearts. 
Which neither want^ nor pain, nor death, can bend^ 
To lead the reft to battle. Then with fpeed 
Frgm all your number (rem a chpfen band^ 165 
While I returning, will my feat refume 
Among the Ifthmian council, and declare 
Your inftant march* Our brave allies, I deem. 
Now on the Ifthmus wait the Spartan king ; 

B 2 All 
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A41 but the Lbcrian and Bceotian force, 1 70 

With Phocis' youth, appointed to fecure 
Thermopylae. This faid, not long he pausM> 
But with unwearied fteps' his courfe renews. 

No w'from th' affembly with majeftic fleps. 
Forth moves their godlike king, with confcious worth 
His gen'rpus bofom glowing ; '4ike his-firc, >i 76 

Th' invincible Akrdes, when he trod 
With ardent fpeed to face in horrid war . 
The triple form of Ceryon, or againft 
The bulk of huge Antaeus match his^ ftfength, tSo 

Say, Mufe, who next prefent their dauhtlefs.breafls 
To meet all danger in,tKeir country's eaufe? 
Dieneces advances fage, and brave. 
And Ikill'd along the martial iSeld to range 
The order'd ranks of battle j Maron next, 185 

To Alpheus dear, his brojther, and his friend. 
Then rofe Megiftias with hk blooming heir, 
Joy of his age, and Menalippus caU'd ; 
j^^egiftias, .wife and venerable feer> * ' 

WJiofe 
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Whofe penetrating mind^ as fame records, 190 

Could from the entrails of the victim flatn 
Before the altar^ and the myflic flight. 
Of birds, forefee the dark events of time. 
Though fprung a flranger on the diflant fhore 
Of Acarnania, for his worth receivM, 195 

And hofpitably cherifli'd ; he the wreath 
Pontific bore amid the Spartan camp; 
■ Serene in danger, nor his facred arm 
From warlike toils fecludinj^ nor unikiird 
To wield the fword, or poize the weighty fpear. 200 
Him Agis follow'd, brother to the queen 
Of great Leonidas ; his friend, in war 
His tried companion. Graceful were his fleps. 
And gentle his demeanour. Still his foul 
Preferv'd its rigid virtue, though refined 205 

With arts unknown to Lacedasmon's race. 
High was his office. He, when Sparta's weal 
Their aid and counfel from the Gods required. 
Was fent the facred meffenger, to learn 

B 3 Their 
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Their myftic will in oracles declarM aio 

From rocky Delphi^ and Dodona's (hade^ 
Or fea-incircled Delos, orthecdl •• 
Of dark Trophonius round Boeotia known. 
Three hundred more complcat th' intrepid band. 

But to his homeqeonidas retir'd ^15 

There calm in fecret thought he thus explored 
His mighty foul, while nature to his brcaU 
A fliort- lived terrour call'd. What fudden grief. 
What cold rclttftance thus unmans ray heart. 
And whifpers, that I fear?-*.Can death difinay 2 to 
Leonidas, fo often feen and fcorn'd. 
When clad moft dreadful in the battle's front ?— — 
Or to relinquiih life in all its pride. 
With all my honours blooming round my head, 
Repines my foul ? or rather to forfabe, 2±$ 

Eternallyforfake my weeping wife. 

My infant offspring, and my faithful friends ?■ 

Leonidas awake ! Shall thefe withftand 
Th« public fafety? Lo! thy country calls. 

O facrcd 

/^'Digitized by CiOOglC 



Bdokl. LEON I GAS. 31 

O fac#dd voictt^ IheaiFtheei At that lound ajo 

Returtiifig yirtne brighMiif in my heart i 

Fear vaniHies before her ^ Dea^^ receive 

My mrelu€bint hand, and lead me oii. 

Thou too, O Fatkse^ attendant on my falli 

With tiring» anwearied ihalt proteA my tomb# 2$$ 

Nor Time hhnfelfifaall Vidate my praifei 

The hero thus eoofinu'd his virtuous fouly 
When Agls entered. If till xiow my tongue 
(He thus began) O brolh^r, hai delay'd 
Tb pay its grateful oiPring of the ^raife^ 240 

Thy merit claima, and oiily fill'd the cfiee 
Of general np^iaafe^ forgive thy friend ; 
Since her didrefles/ hers, whom moft you lare. 
Detained me from thee.. O unequall'd man ! 
Though Lacedoemon call thy firft regard, 245 ^ 

Forget not her, who now for thee laments 
In forrows, which fraternal love in vain 
Hath drove to footh. Leonidas embraced * 
His gen'rous friend, and thus replied. Moft dear 

B 4 And 
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And befl; of men I conceive hot, but my heart 250 
Muft ftill remember her, from whom my life 
Its largeft fliare of happinefs derives. 
Can I, who yield my breath, left others mourn, . 
Left thoufands ihould be wretched '; when fhe pines, 
f Morelov'd than any, though lefs dear than all, 25$ 
Can I neglefi her griefs I In future days 
If thou with grateful memory record 
My name and fate, O Sparta, pafs not this 
Unheeded by. The life, I gave for thee. 
Knew not d painful hour to tire my foul, 260 

Nor were they common joys I left behind* 

So fpake the patriot, and his heart o'erflowM* 
With fondeft paffion ; ' then in eager hafte 
The faithful partner of his bed he fought. 
Amid herweeping children fat the queen, 265 

Immoveable and mute ; her fwimming eyes 
Fix'd on the earth. Her arras were folded o'er 
Her I'ab'ring bofpni blotted with her tears, 
J As, when a dufky mift involves the iky. 

The 
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The moon through all the dreary vapours fpreads 270 

The radiant vefture of its filver light 

O'er the dull face of nature ; fo her charms 

Divinely graceful (hone upon her grief. 

Brightening the cloud of woe. The chief approach 

Soon as in gentleft phrafe his wellrknown voice 2 75 

Her drooping mind awaken'd, for a time 

Its cares were hufti'd : flie lifts her languid head. 

And thus gives utt'rance to her tender thoughts. 

O THOU, whofe prefence is my only joy. 
If thus, Leonidas, thy looks and voice 280 

Can diflipate at once the fliarpeft pangs. 
How greatly am I wretched ; who no more 
Muft hear that voice, which lulls my anguifh thus. 
Nor fee that face, which makes afflidion fmile ! 

This faid, returning grief her brcaft invades. 285 
Her orphan children, her devoted Igrd 
Pale, bleeding, breathlefs on the field of death. 
Her ever-duringfoliiude of woe, . 
All rife in mingled horrour to her fight, 

B 3 Wh?n 
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When thus in bittVeft agony flie fpoke. 290 

O WHITHER art thou going from ray arms ! 
Shall I no more behold thee ! Oh ! no more 
In conqueft clad, and wrapt in glcH-ious dull 
Wilt thou return to greet thy native foil. 
And make thy dwelling joyful! Yet, too brave, 2^95 
Why wouldft thou haften to the dreary gates 
Of death, uncall'd? Another nwght have fall'n. 
Like thee a viQim of Alcidcs* race, 
Lefs dear to all, and Sparta been fecure. 
Now ev'ry eye with mine is drown'd in tears,; 300 
All with thefe babes lamen^t their father loft. 
But oh ! how heavy is our lot of pain \ 
Our fighs muft lafi, when ev'ry other bread 
Exults with tranfport, and the public joy 
Will but incre^fe our anguifli. Yet unmov'd, 305 
Thou dldft not heed our forrows, didft not feek 
A moment's paufe, to teach us how to bear 
Thy endlefs abfence, or like thee to die. 
Unutterable forrow here confin'd 

Her 
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Her voice. Thefe words Leonidas rettirnM. 31a 

I See, I feel thy angmfb, Ror myfoul 
Has ever known the prevalence of love. 
E'er provM a father's fondft^fs, as this hour ; 
Nor, when nlbft ardent to affert my fahie. 
Was once tny heart infenfible to thee. 315 

How had it ftain'd the honours of my name 
To hcfitate a rtionieftt, aftd fafpend 
My country's fate, till fliamefuUlfe prefer'd 
By my inglorious colleague left no choice,. .' 
Bnt what in nxe wete infamy to (hun, 320 

Not virtue to accept ? Then deem no more. 
That of thy love regardlefs, or thy tears, 
I hafteuncaird to death. The voice of Fate, 
The Gods, itiyfame, my country bid me bleed. 324 
-**Oh ! thott dear mourner ! wherefore ftreams afrefh 
That flood of woe ? Why heaves with fighs renew'd 
That tender breaft? Leonidas muft fall. 
Alas ! far heavier mifery impends . 
O'er thee and thefe, if foften'd by thy tears 

I fhamefully 
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I fliamefully refufe to yield that breath, 330 

Which juflice, glory, liberty, andheav'n 

Claim for my country, for my Tons, and thee. 

Think on my long unalter'd love. Reflcft 

On my paternal fondnefs. Has my heart 

E'er known a paufe of love, or pious care? 335 

Now fliall that care, that tendernefs be prov^ 

Moft warm and faithful. When thy hufband dies 

For Lacedxmon's fafety, thou wilt Ihare, 

Thou and thy children, the difFufive good.* 

Should I, thus fingled from the reft of men, 340 

Alone intrufted by th' immortal Gods 

With pow'er tofave a people, fliould my foul 

Defert tliat facred caufe, thee too I yield 

To forrow, and to ihame ; for thou muft weep 

With Lacedaemon, rriuft with her fuftain 345 

Thy painful portion of opprcffion's weight. 

Thy fons behold now Worthy of their names. 

And Spartan birth. Their growing blooni muft pine 

In ftiame and bondage, and their youthful hearts 

Beat 
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Beat at the found of liberty no more. . 350 

On their own virtue, and their father's fame. 
When he the Spartan freedom hath confirm'd. 
Before the world illuftrious fbatl they rife, 
Their country's bulwark, and their mother's joy. 

Here paus'd the patriot. With religious awe 355 
Grief heard the voice of virtue. No complaint 
The folemn filence broke. Tears ceasM to flow : 
Ceas'd for a moment ; foon again to dream. 
For now in arms before the palace rang'd 
His brave companions of the war demand 360 

Their leader's prefence ; then her griefs renew'd. 
Too great for utterance, intercept her fighs. 
And freeze each accent on her faltVing tongtife. 
In fpeechlcfs anguifh on the hero's breaft 
She finks. On ev'ry fide his children prefs, 365 

Hang On his knees, and kifs his honour'd hand. 
His foul no longer ftruggles to confine 
Its ftrong compundion. Down the hero's cheek, 
Down flows the manly forrow. Great in woe 

Amid 
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Amid his children^ who indcfe him round, 570 

He (lands indulging tendcmefs and love 

In graceful tears ; when thus with lifted eyes 

Addrefs^d to heav'n : Thou ever-living, pow'r 

Look down propitious, fire of Gods and men ! 

And to this faithful woman, whofe defert 37$ 

May claim thy favour, gram the hours of peace. 

And thou, my great forefather, fon of Jove, 

O Herculcs> negle£l not thefe thy race 1 

But fincc; the fpirit, I from thee derive, 

Now bears me from them to refiftlefs fate> " 380 

Do thou fupport their virtue ! be they taught. 

Like thee, with glorious labour life to grace, 

And fr6m their father let them learn to die! 

So faying, forth he iffucs, andaffumes 
Before the band his ftation of command; 385 

They now proceedt "'^ movM the hoft of heav'n 
Down from Olympus in majeftic march. 
On JiOve attendant to the flaming plains 
Of Phlegra, there to faci the giant fons 

Of 



^d by Google 



Book I. L E O N I D A S. 39 

Of Earth and Titan : he before them towVM. 390 
Thus through the ftreets of Lacedaemon pafs'd 
Leopidas. Before his footileps bovtr 
The muhitude exuhing. On be treads 
Rever'd and honoured. Their inraptur'd fight 
Purfues his graceful fiature, and their tortgues 395 
Extol and hail him as their guardian God. 
Firm in his nervous hand he grafp^ his fpear : 
Down from his (hoiilders to his ankles hangs 
The mafly (hield, and o'er his burniih'd helin 
The purple plumage nods. Harm€>iiious youths^ 400 
Around whofe brows entwining laurels play'd. 
In lofty-founding drains his praife record ; 
While fnowy-finger'd virgins all the ways 
With od'rous garlands ftrew'd. His bofom>BOw ^ 
Was all poffefsM with glory, which difpell'd 40J 
Whate'er of grief remain'd, or fond regret. 
For thofe he left behind* The revVend train 
Of Lacedxmon's fenate now approach'd 
To give their folemnj laft farewel, and grace 

Their 
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Their hero's parting fteps. Around him flow'd 410 
In civil pomp their venerable robes 
MixM with the bhze of arm^. The radiant' troop 
Of warriours prefs'd behind him. Maron here. 
With Menalippus'warmf in flowVy prime. 
And Agis there with manly grace advanc'd, 415 
Dieneces, and Atarnania's feer^- 
Megiftiais fage^ The Spartaihdames aftend 
The lof tied domes, and thronging o'er the roofs 
Gaze on their fons and huA)ands, as they march. 
So parted Argo from th' lolchian ftraifd, 420 

And plough'd the' foaming ftirge. Theffalia's nymphs 
Their hills forfakrng, and their hallow'd groves, 
Rang'il on the clifFs, which overftiade the deep, 
.Still on the diftant veffel fix'd their fight ; 
Where Greece her chbfen heroes had emback'd 425 
To feek the dangers of the Colchian fhore. 
Swift on his courfeLeonidas proceeds. 
Scon is Eurotas pafs'd, and Lerna's banks. 
Where his unconquer'd anceftor fubdu'd 

The 
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The many-hcadcd Hydra^ and with fame 430 

ImmortallzM the lake. Th* unwearied bands 
Next through the pines of Masnalos he led» 
And down Parlhenius urgM the rapid toil. 
Six days inceflant thus the Spartans march, 
.When now they hear the hoarfe-refounding tide 45$ 
Beaton the liUimus. Here their tents they fpread* 

- fielow the wide horizp^ then the fun 
Had funk his beamy head. The queen of night 
GleamM from the centre of th' ethereal vault, 

vAnd o'er the duiky robe of darknefs fhed 440 

Her filver light. Leonidas detatn» 
Dieneces and Agis* Open ftand» 
The tall pavilion^ and admits the moonv 
As here they fat converfing, from the hill'. 
Which rofe before them, one of noMe port 445 
Appears with fpeed defcending. Lightly down. 
The flope he treads, and calls aloud They heard'^ 
And knew the voice of Alpheu^. From their feat^^ 
They rofe, and thus Leonidas began. 

O THoi;, 
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THOU) whom hcayiuwith fwiftncfs hath widuM 
To match th« itf dotrr of thjr dariiqf fcuU 4 J I 
What cafb thee f^m the IflbmifB? Do theGreekl 
Negleft todrm, nor face thi8|yublic fee ? 

1 coMt to meet thee (Alpheus ihnsfeturnMjr 
A meinfenger^ Who gUdfome tidiiigi btars. 45$ 
ITwough Greece thfe voiceof liberty 11 hcardj^. 
And all unfold their bsLTtfsttt 1^ httxavfe;. 
The Thebatis oufy with reludant bttidli 
Arcadia'^ foils with mornfHg.Jllttte^thoU|i9itt»» 
Who on the lithhiiidvrait thy jgiieiit cMniiiftiid. 4tfl> 
With Diophantus Mantih€a fefide 
Five hundred fpears ; nor lefsfrom Tegea'i WelU 
With Hegefandef move. . A thoufatld tnore> 
Who in OrchomenuB refid^j ^hb rahge 
Along. Parrhafimjand^^Uene'ib WW, , 4^0 
Or near the foot of Erymamhtis dwell,. 
0r on Alph&s' bank*, with various chiefs, . 
Attend thy call ; but mod is Cloniu* farnM 

V Of.ftaturehuge: unfliaken asa rock, 

His 
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JEs giant bulk the line of war fttftakrt. 47^ 

Four hundred warriours bpavc Alcm«on ^faws 
From (lately Cbririth's tow'fs. Two hundred m«r<A 
From Phlius, whom EupaTaamft commanda. 
An equal number of MyctMs^t race 
AriRobulus heads* Throagh ftar akme 4^7 S 

Of thee, and threatning Greece the "llbebah* arm« 
To thefe ingloriDUS Greeks myfttf ret>alr'4 
Their dying fenfe of honour to recaL 
A few corrupted by the Pcrfian goW, 
Viyuff dominion liat€ ufu/pM in Thebes. 4ft> 

Thefe in each bofom quell the gen'rous flame 
Of liberty* The eloquent they bribe; 
With fpedous tales the multitude they cheat f 
' And proftitute the name of public good,^ 
To veil oppreffiom Others are immcrs'd 48$ 

In all the floth of rkbes, and unmov'ct 
In fiiamefuleafebeliold their country falL 
I firft imptory their fenate'd inftaftt aid. 
But they with artful wiles demandbg time 

For 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



44 L E O N I D A S. Book I. 

For confultatioQj;. laddrefs'd them thus. . 49P 

The ihorteft moment xnay TufEce to know,. 
If to die free be better than to ferve ^ 
But if> deluding Greece b)r vain delays,. 
You mean to (hew your friendfliip to the foe,. 
You cannot then: deliberate toa long^. 495 

Jiovr to withftand berfwift>-avenging wrath, 
Approaching with Leonidas* This heard. 
Four hundred warriours they appoint to march. 
The wily Anaxander is their chtef^^ 
With LeoAtiades. I faw their march- 50^ 

Begun,^ then baften^d to^ furvey the ftraits,.^ 
Which thou Ihalt render facred to renown. 
Where, >ever mvngUrigwhh the crumbling foi!^ . 
Which moulders round the Maliaa bay^.the fea 
Ia .flimy fuirges rolU ; upon the^rock, . jpg 

Which forms the utmoft limit of the bay^ 
Thermopylae is ftretch'd. • Where broadeft fprea^ 
It meafures threefcore paces bounded here, . 
By the deep ooze, which undeipneathprefents 

Its 
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Its dreary furfacc ; riiere the lofty diffi .510 

Of woody Octa overlook the f afi. 

And far^bcyond o'er half the furge below 

Their horrid umbrage -caft. Acrofs the ftraits 

Ah ancient ^bulwark of the Phociansibnds^ 

A wall with turrets crown'd. In ftation here 51^ 

I found the Locrians, and from Thefpia's gates 

Sev^n hundred more Demophilus hath led. 

His brother's fon attends him to the camp. 

Young Dithyranrrfms greatly &m'd in war. 

But more for temperance of mind renownM; 320 

Loy'd by his country, and with honours grac'd. 

His early bloom witfa'brightefl: glory fliines. 

Nor wantons in the blaze. Here Agis fpake. 

WELt haft thou painted that ill uftrious youth ; 
He was my Jioft at Thefpia. Though adorn'd 525 
With higheft deeds, by fame and fortune crown'd j 
His gentle virtues take from' ertvy's mouth 
Its blafting venom, and her batiefulface 
JStriyes on bis worth 4o fmile. In filence aU 

Again 
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Again remain, and Alph^us thus purfucs. 530 

A CHOSEN troop hatli bold Plat^eafent, 
Small in its ©unibers, butunmatphM in arms. 
Above the reft Dioro^n their chief 
Excels inprowefs. Signal were hh deeds 
Upon that, day of glory, when the £eW$ .33$ 

Of IVferathort were hid with Perfians flain* 
Thefe guard Thcrmopyl«» Amon^ the hilk. , • 
A winding path^o ftr«pger's feet lanknowa 
Affords another entrance into Greece^ 
This by a thoufand Phocians 15 fecur 'd 5 40 

HfiRE Alpbws pws'd. Leonidas embraced 
The noble Spartan, and rejoin'd. Thou know'fl: 
What fate to n>e tV immortaKJods ordain.. 
Frame now thy choice. Accompany ow march, 
Orgo.toLacedaemoB, and relatfe, 545 

.How thy difcerning mind, and a&iveliaibs 
Have ferv'id thy cpujitry. ^ From tTi' Impaii^pt t»OBit}i 
Of Alphcu§ ftjaight tbcfe fery^t accents brpkeL 

I HAV^ RotJaeafarM fucfe A trrt^ of h^^. 

Not 
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Not Iqok'd ttfiwi aried 09 tb« ijetting fun^ ^550 

Asd througl} tihe>flbail« ^ mtda^bt urgM my fleps 

To roufe the jErrccki^t^ hUiks, th^t.mjklf 

Might be exempted from, tjipglpfioustqil.. 

Return? Oh I nq. Afecond time my feet 

Sitll vifit thee, Thermopylde, and lbei;e 555 

With greft LoaD^ia&,^«U Atph9U9 fiM 

An honourabk gmT«^ .Aodob! amid 

His cmnttjk dacger if a Spartan br<eail 

May iaela^rirateforroMr, notalo/^e; ^ . 

F<^ injured Qreece.I haAen to te?veng?> 56^ 

But for a brother's wrQn^. A yonngw hope 

Than I, ofMaireo.ble6'd our father'^ years. 

Child of hia igepi^d Pd^doini) Qim'rdr 

Hi6 mind> irMe tei^deriatls opening prim^,. 

Wfas bent to rigid virtue. Gren'roas £z.om $85 

Of pai^ and danger taught his early Jftrengib 

To ftruggleff«tient<wilih;feue!teftftQiI«. ', 

Oft, whftti ihclemcfitiwiiitcifdiiUld thcaxr, 

A|sd^rozeliihbw!blladii^lnEurdtaa^ih^eara, j 

Amid 
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Amid th' impetuous channel would he pIiHige^ ' 570 
And breaft the torrent. On a fatal-day, 
As in the fea his aftive Itmbs he Ijath'd, 
A fervile corfair of tlie Perfian king 
My brother, naked and ^efencclefs, bore 
Ev'n in my <igbt to Afia, there to wafie, 575 

With all the promife of 'its growing worthy > '•'. 
His youth in bondage. Never can mjxongac . /. 
My pains recount, mueh lefs my father's woes. 
The days he wept, the ileeplefsvnaghts he beat / jT 
fli^ aged bofonv And (hair Alf^eud! ipear I $80 
Be abfent froni Therifaopylae, nor claim, ' r \ . ! 
OPolydorus, vengeance for thy bonds^ ': 
in that firftflaughter-of ihebarb?rQUsfoe? in! ..iU' 
Here iHftcrposM Dieiieces^ Thelhinds: /j-t J I 
pf Alpheus aittd Leonidas he grafp*d> " i r * . t '585 
And joyful thus. Your glory wants no more, 
Than that Lyxsurgus ihouldhimfdElarife , .-^ . 
To praife the virtue, which hisiiawstnfpife.!^, 
Th^us pafey thefe heroes,' till the deidof nigHt*. 

The 
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TBe hours" mi riendly convcr/e, and ^njoyM 590 

Each othep's virtue ; happicft of men f 

At length with gentle heavinefs the hand 

Of' fleep jnvadeg their eyelids. On .the ground, 

OpprefsM with flumber, they extend their limb*; 

When^ Aiding mwn tkt h6iiiifiHi^re,'.the moon 595 

Now plung'd in micln,i^t gloom h^M- (ilver head. 



Ekd of the First Boon. 
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B O 0:K. H, - : 

The Argument. '^^ '' ' " '\ 

3LeonidaSy on ih approach ia the Ifibtnui, is met by fbc 

leaders of Jbe troops fent from other Grecian jiates^ 

and by the deputies y who composed the IJlbmian coun^ 

iiL He harangues them, .then proceeds in^ conjun^ion 

with the other forces towards lbermopyia\ is joined by 

Ditbyrambus, and arrives at the firaits about noon 

on the fourth day after his departure from theJfihmus^ 

He is received at Thermopyla by the Thefpianromman^ 

der DemophilttSy and by Anaxanderihe Theban t reaches 

roufly recommending Epialtes a Malian, who feekt 

by a pompous defer iption of the PerJian>power to inti^ 

fnidate the Grecian leaders, as ibey'aiv, viewing the 

^nemfs camp from the top of mount Oeta, He is an- 

fwer*d by i>ieneces and Diomedon, Xe^es fends Ti^ 

granes and Phraortes to ihe Grecian camp, who are 

Jifmifs^d by Leonidas, and conduced back by Dithy^ 

r ambus and Diomedon ; which laji^ incensed with the 

infolence of Tigranes^ treats him with contempt and 

' menaces. This occajions a challenge to jingle combat 

between Diomedon and Tigranesy Ditbyrambus and 

Phraortes, Epialtes y after a conference with Anax^ 

jLnder,^ dedans bis intention of returning to Xerxes^ 

LEO- 
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B O O K n. 

TM(^J^1I^URORA fpread her purple beams around, 
j5 A CL When mov'd the Spartans. Their ap- 
It^jk Jk proach is known. 
The I/lhmian council, and the various chiefs. 
Who led th* auxiliar bands, proceed to meet 
Leonidas ; Eupalamus the ftrong, J 

Alcmseon, Clonius, Diophantus brave. 
And Hegefander. At their head advanced 
Ariflobulus, whoni Mycetiac's youth 
Attend to war ; Mycenae once elate 
With powV and dazzling wealth, and vaunting ftill lO 
C % The 
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Tht natcue ofAgamemnoiij who along 
Tiki feas of Ma open'd to the wind 

C^<reetMinfFhrjpa wttli^tke h^ftifcih^ilc- - - ^- 
Ariftobiilus join'd the Spartan king, «j 

Ajid'^usfb^an^^ Leomda«Lfiirvej(^ 
Myccna's race. Should ev'ry other Orcck ' 
Be aw*d by Xcrxe5#, and. his Afian iioft. 
Believe not, we can fear, derive ffofn thofe. 
Who joace .condu^d f^«ri tb^ ibanamg iurge . . ^9 
.•Hie ftrcpgth of <jrfeepp, wJho defert left tlic fields 
Of ravagM Afia, and her pFoudeft walls 
From their foundationis humbly, to tbe,<duft. . 
LEojyuDjf^TcpU^dnot^f bufes^ddrefs'd - 
The chiefs around. .. JUuftd«us. w^rrioprfi hail, . 23 
Who thus undaunted fignalize your -fait^. 
And een'roms ardour in thecpmraon caufe. , 
But you, whofe aouij^fela prop the Grecian ftate, • 
O venerable fynod, iwhoCe, decrees . . , . • 
Have<;a]l'd us^forth, to'vaiujuifli,, ortodie^ • y^ 

Thrice 
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Thrice hail. Whatever by valour wc obtain 
Your wifilom mufl pfefepvc; With piercing tytz 
Each Grectan ftatc conttmpfate, and difcefn 
Their varriotis tempers. Borne with partiol care 
To guard their own negle6lfhe ptrWick weal. 35 
Cold and nnmovy arc others. Terrour herci 
And there corruption refgns* -O lire ih« bravt 
With gen'rous zeal tp quit t'beir native wall-?, 
And join their valour in the general caufe j 
Confirm thewav*ring; animate the coW, 40 

And watch the farthlefe: feme the re are, betray 
Thcmfelve^ and Greece ; their perfidy prevent. 
Or call them hack to honour. Let us all 
Be linked infacred union, and the Greeks 
Shall ftand the world^s whok multitude in arms^, 45 
If for the fpoll, which Paris bore to Troy, 
A thoufand barks the Hellefpont o'erfpread; 
Shall not again confederated Greece 
'BtB rous'd to battle, and to freedom give 
What once flic gave to^^fame. Behold we hafte 50 

C 3 To 
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To flop th* invading tyrant. Till we bleed. 
He ihaU not pour* his millioiis on your plains. 
But as the Gods conceal, how long our flrength 
May ftiind unconquer'd, or how Toon mufl fall, 
Wafle not a moment till confenting Greece 55 

Range all her free-born numbers in the field. 

Lepnipas concludes, when awful ftep'd 
Before the fage aflembly one, whofe head 
Was hoar with aged fnow, and thus replied. 

Thy great example evVy heart unites. 60 

From thee her happieft omens Greece derives 
Of concord, freedom, viftory, and fame. 
Co then, O firft of mortals, and imprefs . 
Amaze and terrour in the Perfians bread ; 
The free-born Greeks inftru£king life to deem 65. 
Lcfs dear than virtue, and their country^s caufe. 

This heard, Leonidas, thy fecret foul 
Exulting tafted of the fweet reward 
Due to thy name from endlefs time. His eyes 69 
Pace more be turn'd, and view'd in rapturous thought 

Hi€ 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



JBookll. I*]?ONmAS. ss 

His native land^ which he «Ione can. fayc ;, 
Then fummon'd all hU majeftj, and o'er 
The Ifthmus trod. Behind the Grecians move 
In deep arrangement. So th' imperial bark 
With (lately bull along, the. beating tide 7^ 

In military pomp conduQ* the powV 
Of fome proud navy bounding from the port 
To bear the ven^e^;icc of ,x n)5ghty date 
Againfl a tycant/s walls. . The Grecians march 
Till noon, when.halting> as they take rcpaft. 
Upon the plain before them they d«fcry 
A troop of Thefpians. . One above the reft 
In eminence precedes. Hif §l}tt'ririg ffiicld, 
Whofe fpacious orb collcSs th' effulgent beams. 
Which from his throne, meridian Phoebus caft,. 8^ 
Flames like another fun. A/nowyplume 
Fallso'er his dazzling cafk. In wanton curls. 
Which floated in the breathing air, around 
The lofty creft it wav'd. Approaching near. 
Beneath the honours of his radiant helm 90 

C 4 The 
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The warri6ur now a couhtehance dif\ilay d,' ' ' ' 

' • . . ' • . . "''*,'*.,, "^ • • 

Wherfe youth In toiy prinne \?ith Tweetnefs niixM 

Its manly beauty, ^iih fuch mddeft grace ' ^ 

RefpeSful near Leonldas he cafne, » ' .-:'' ' 

fts all ideas of his' own defert ^ 5S 

Were loft in veneration. Phoetus thus ' 

Appears l)efore his everkfting fire, * 

When from^is altar in tK* inibow^ring grove 

Of palmy Delbs, or the hallowed bound • ' ' 

OfTeitedos, or Claros, where hehears * ^ joo 

His hymns and pralfes from the fons of men, * ' 

He reafcends tlic hfgh Olympian feats; 

Such reverential awe his brow invefts, 

Dif?ufing o'er the glowing flower of youth 

New Ibvelihefs and grace. ' The king receivci 105 

Th' illuftrious Thefpian, and began.' My tongue 

Would call thee Dithyrambus, for thou bear'ft 

All in thy afpcS to beconie that name 

For valour known and virtue. O reveal 

hfhy birth and' charge ; whoe'er thou art, my foul 1 10 

Defires 

% 
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Defires to know thee and would call thee friend. 

To wkom the youth return'd. O firft of Greeks,^ 
My name i» Dithyrambus, which the lips 
Of fome bene;rolent and gen'rous friend 
To thee have founded with a partial voice, 115 

And thou haft heard with favourable ears. 
I come deputed by the Thefptan chief. 
The Theban, and the Locrian, and the brave 
Diemedoii, to haften thy approach. 
Three days will bring the Perfian powers in view. 1 20 

He ceased. At once the flandards are uprearVI, 
The hoft till ev'ning with impetuous pace 
Their march continue. Through the eartieft dewa 
Of morning they proceed, and reach the pais. 
Ere the fourth fan attained the fultry noon^ 1 25 

To their impatient fight no fooner rofe 
The rocks of Oeta, but with rapid feet, 
And martial founds of joy they rufli'd along ; 
As if the prefent deity of Fame, 
Her temples with unfadi ng lgufels.bowid, r 30 

' C 5 ^ And 
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And In her. hand her adamantine trump, 

]^ad from the hills her radiant form difdos'd. 

And bade their valour hafteh to the field ; 

That fhe their ads beholding might refoufid 

Their name and glory o'er the earth and feas. 135 

f 
Before the van Leojiidas advanc'd. 

His eye confefs'd the ardour of his mind. 

Which thus found utt'rance from his eager lips. 

All hail ! Thermopylae, and you, the pow'rs, • 

Which here prefide. All hail 1 yefilvan Gods, 140 

Ye fountain nymphs, who pour your lucid rills 

In broken murmurs down the rugged deep ; 

Receive us, O benignant, and. fupport 

The caufe of Greece. Conceal the fecret paths, ^44 

Which o'er the crags and through the forefts wind, 

Untrod by human feet, and trac'd alone 

By yoqr immortal footfteps. O defend 

Your own receffes, nor let impious war 

Profane the folem n filenceof your groves. 

Thus on your hills your praifes fhall you hear 150 

From 
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From thofe, wbofe deeds (h^l tellth' approving world. 

That not to- undefer vers did yougrai?t 

Your high proteSion. You, my valiant friends. 

Now roufe the generous fpirit, which inflames 

Your hearts j now prove the vigour of your arms 2155 

That your recorded aftioiis may furvive 

Within, the breads of all the brave and free. 

And (b;und delig^btful m the ear of Time, 

As long as Neptune beats the Malian bay. 

Or thofetaU cliffs crtGt their Ihaggy tops 1:60 

So near to heav'n,. your monuments of fame. . 

As in fome torrid* region^' where the Head 
Of Ceres hencjs beacath its. gpWen load. 
If on the parching ground ft fatal fpark 
Fall from a burning brand ; the fudden blaze 1^5: 
Increas'd and aide4 by tumuU«9«s winds- 
In rapid torrents of; involving flames 
Sweeps^o'er thp crackling plaiiji, and mounting high 
In ruddy fpires illumines half the {kits : 
Not with lefs fwiftnefs, thro*, the glowing ranks i. 70 
. ;• - The 
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' The words of grwt Lconidas dffFusM - 
A more thanmoptal fervour. 'EvVy heart 
Diftends wrth great ideas, fuch as raifo 
The patriot's virtue, and^he foldicr's fire, 

* When danger in Its moft tremendous form • 1*75 
Seems to their eyes moft lovely. In therr thoughts 
Imagination piftures all the fcenes 
Of war,*rhe purf^le fidd; the'?Tea]te*oiF death. 
And gllttVing tropiiies pil'd with Perftaif 'aims. 

But now the-Greci^ lemten, -who bi^forc 180 
Wer6 ftation'd near Thermopylae^ accoft 
The Spartan king. ' This Thefpiart chief aHkd 
To Dithyrambtts firft' tlie frience Wkc, 
An ancient tvatHoUr. ' Trom behind hrs cafque, 

' ^Whofe crefted weight his aged temples prefs'd, 165 
Hisflender hafirs, '^^itfi rim^'had filver'do'er,- ' 
Flow'd venerable down. • He thus began. "' 

Jot now "fhaH crbwh. the period of my days. 
And whether wiih myTather's duft I fleep. 
Or Hain by PerfwViwbrd I prcfs the earth 19a 

Our 
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Our common parent, be it as the Gods 
Shall beiS determine. For the prefent hour 
I blefs their bounty, which has giv'n my age 
To fee the great Leonidas, and bid 
The hero welcome on this glorious fbore ; 195 

Where he, by heav'n feleSed from mankind. 
Shall fix the bafis of the Grecian weal. 
Here too the wily Anaxandeit fpake. 
Hail ! glorious chief. Of all the Thebari race 
We ihall at leaft with gladfome bofoms meet 260 
The great defender of the Grecian caufe. 
O ! may obliinoii'o'er the fliamex)f Thebes 
Its darkeft wing extend^ or they alone • 
Be curs'd 1^ Fame, whofe impious ceunfels turn 
Their eountrymert from virtue^ Thebes alas ! 205 
Still had been buried in diflioneft floth, 
Had not to wake her languor Alpheus come 
The meflenger of freedom* O accept • 
Our grateful hearts; thou, Alpheus, art the caufe, 
That Anaxander frern his native gates ' ^at o 

Here 
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Here hath not borne a folitary fpear. 

Nor thefe inglorious in their walls remainM. 

But longer do we loiter ? Hafte, my friends^ 

To yonder clifF, which, points its fhade afar^ 

And view the Perfian camp. The morning fun 2i 5 

Beheld their numbers hide th' adjacent plains. 

Lo ! here a Malian^ Epialtes nam'd. 

Who with the foe fromThracia*s bounds hath march'd* 

He faid. His feeming virtue all deceivM, 
The camp not long had Epialtes join'd, 2io 

By race a Malian. Eloquent his tongue^ 
But falfe his heart, and abjed. He was Iki\V4 
To grace perfidious coiinfels, and. to clothe 
In fwelling phraf<^ the bafenefc of his foul. 
Foul nurfe of treafops. To thiS tents of Greece 225 
Himfelf a Greefci fifei*hlefs.fpy.hecamc. . 
Soon to the friends of Xerxea he riepair'd. 
The Theban chiefs, and nightly confult held. 
How beft with confiernation to dejed 
, The Spartan yalour or how beft betray. . ^ 230 

With 
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With him the leaders climb the arduous hill. 
From whence the dreadful profped they command. 
Where endlefs plains by white pavilions hid 
Spread, like the vaft Atlantick, when' op ihore. 
No rock or promontory flops the fight ' 235 

Unbounded, as it wanders ; but the moon, 
Refplendent eye of night, in fulled orb 
Throughout th' interminated furface throw.^ 
Its rays abroad, and deck% in fnowy light 
The dancing billows ; fuch was Xerxes' camp : 240 
A pow'r unrivalPd by the grcateft king. 
Or conqueror, that e'er wJthr\ithUfs hands 
Diffolving all the facred ties, which biiid 
The happinefs of nations, have alarmM 
The fleeping fury Difcordfrom her den. 2^45 

Not from the hundred brazen gates of Thebes, 
The tow'rs of Meipphis, and the pregnant fields 
By Nile's prolifick torrents delug'd o'er. 
E'er flow'd iuch armies with th' iEgypti«n lord . . : 
Renown'd Sefoftris ; who with trophies;fill'd 25O 
. ^ The 
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The vanquiftiM «arth, and o'er the rapid foam 
Of diftant Taiuiis, and the huge expanfc 
Of trembling Ganges fprcad his dreaded naine : 
Nor yet in Afia*s far extended bounds 
E*er met fuch numbers, not when Belusdrew 255 
Th* Aflymn bands to conqueft, or the pride 
Of high-exalted Babylon furveyM 
The plains aknig Euphrates ccver'd wide 
With armed myriads fwarraiwg from htr walls ; 
When at the rage of tfire Semkramis 260 

Peace fled affrighted (rom fhe ravaged Eaft. • 
Yet all this hideous f^ce of war difmays 
No Grecian heart. Unterrified they flood., 
Th' imnrieafinaWe canrvp wth fearlefs eyes 
They traverfe, whife in 'meditation near 265 

The tpeachVous MeHan #afts> cetleSiirg all 
His pomp'of words to paitit the faoftilepow'r ; 
Nor yet with faJfliood arms his fraudfu'l tongue 
To feign a tak of terrour : Truth licrfeif 
Beyond-tbc reach ef fi€lioii toanb«nce 270 

Now 
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Now aids hIs'tre2A)Tiy'in<i With coUifife^ - * •' 
Might pierce the bdtioft trreaft, ^^unlefs fecur'd * 
By ^auklefs Virtue, '\Wric:H^aHaain3^ -»- ' ' -^ 

From liberty dhw6'^; 'Rcqtiiftied^ndW 
fe3rcvVyyoice*theifraibrrpal4fe,t*an(f'an ' • SJ7j^ 
AttemFvfe ears mtHtie. Oh } Grttki an* friends 1 ^^ 
CanI beholtl'liiytiatWVM5ffian^fidd3 < -' '" - 
Prefefthn^hdftiie milfittettiTourii^, ^ *• 1 ■ " *^ 
And nofVith- grief- 'fiippwfi'tlxchori^rcltak, 
*W^ich ytm* exa&'fVom'thtffe ilt-tmen^rfltps. ' l^e- 
On Thrad^*s'fande r firfl-feetieH'the foe, ' - 
When, j<rfhirig£a?oiie wiflilhe Afian'fhotci" *' 
A mighty bridge ill* oatragtous weaves reftraiTiM, ' 
Antf ftenfiM th* impetuous current ; while in arms 
The utilverral prbgeny of ' nieii • 285 

SeemM airbefore me trampling o'er the fta 
By thoufands and ten thoufands : Perfians, Medes, 
Aflyrians, Saces, Indians, fwarthy files 
From ^Ethiopia, -ffigypt*s tawny fons, 
Arabians, Baftrians^ Parthian*, all theftrength -2:90 

Of 
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Of Libya and of • Afia, Nc j tune groan'd . . , 
Beneatlji. tt)ie^burt}]ei), aiid indign^int hc^yM 
His neck ag^nflj ^'; i^umbexi^ wejght. Ip valh r 
The violence pf Bpreai^a^nd; the- Weft^. . . . , 
With rage combin'd, ag^inft th' unlhaken pile .aj>J 
D afli'd half .the HeUefpont, The eaftero .f orli . ^ ^ 
SeVn days and nt^Iits unint^rrupt^ p^fiiy 
Andpouron 'piracia'scDn6iie^^, .They. accept . 
The Perfiam lord^ and range their hardy; race, f^ 
jBeneatb his'ftandarda. l^acedomafs youth . .300 
With all Thef&lia.nex^ and ^v'ry Gteek,, 
Who dwelljNbeyoiid Tf^prmo^y,l«^ atlendv, .. > 
Thus not atone embo^d Aiia lifts .1 
Her threatnjng. lance, but JVfacedon and *Ihracv 
Whofe martial loins with daring warriourp teen),, 305 
And faithlefs.Gteeks in multitudes untold- • 
The Perfian Monarch aid. Celeftial pow'rs! 
And thou, ^yho reignefl over men and Gods, 
Who in a moment hy .thy will fupren^e 
Canft quell the mighty in theif proudeft hopes, 310 

And- 
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And raife the weak to fafety, .thou impart . . 
Thy inftant fuccpur; interpofe thy arm ; . ^ 

With lightning bla^ thjeir legions:, Oh I confound 
With triple-bolted thunder Ptrfia's camp,.- 
Whence like an inundation with the morn 31 j^ 

Shall miIlion3 tufh, and overwhelm the Greeks. 
Refifiance dk were vain againft an^hoft^ . > 

Which covers all Theflalia ; for beyond 
The Malian plains thus widely ftretch'd below^ 
Beyond the utmoft meafure of the fight, 320 

Bent from the height of this afpiring clifF, 
Lie yet more hideous numbers, whic;b migl^t drain. 
The dreams of copious rivers with their thirft^ 
And with their arrows hide the mid-day fun. 

/Then (hall we join our battle in the ihade, 325 
Dieneces replied. Not calmly thus 
Diomedonw On Xerxes' camp he bends 
His lowering brow, which frowns had furrow'd o'er. 
And thus exclaim'd. Bellona, turn and view 
With joyful eyes that field, the faul ftage, 330 

Which 

« 
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Which regai ma^riefs liirii for yoti prepar*d' 

To cxercife your hbfrours. Thou, O Death, 

' ' . . •'.*'■.■'-,■♦.'••■ 

Shatt riot'here unceafing, Svlien the roc'ks ' 

Of yondei'*f)aTs with ^feeding ranks' are ftrew'd ; 

And all, who Khun tV avenging fteel of 'Greece, 33.5 

By feftilence and meagre famine feiz'd, 

Shall with Variety of' rum feaff 

Thy unabated liurrger; Thus he fpakey 

While on the hoft imnveitfe liis gloomy eyes 

He. fix -d difdainftii, and its strength defied. 340 

Mean* time A>riifhinth*entrerickment if tlie Greeks 
From Aiw's monarch delegated came ' ^ 

Tigwmes andPhraortes. From the hills 
Leonidas conduSs th* impatient chiefs. 
Around th« hero tii his tent tfiey throng, 345- 

When thus Tigranes their artemion calls. 

Ambassadors from Perfia's king we ftand 
•Before you Grecians. To difpiay tiie pow'r 
Of our great mafter, «werfe a needlefs talk. 
•The n^me ©f Kerxes, Afia's mighty lord, . 350 

Invincible, 
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Invincible^ and fe&Oed on ^throne, i 

SurpafHfigrlKvpu^itiibe^.Qauft^ha^ 

Th' ertreni|c<^.l^pi-4?r of ^1^ e^rth^; apji- tawght. • . -^ 

The hearts oi .men ^ta ,awii^.];ei^^ Cq^.c.6 

With awe, an<j low fubmiffiou. Yet. I (wear 3Si 

By yon refuljEfi«oi?b, wlak|^T^J^»e^ abovt^ . — ^ 

' The ^©f Wus^ fy^\^^ 9^' A* ^^JH4; P^)?^'*'^*' ;- , ; , , 
This military throng thi« Ihcw of war ; 
Perfuade rn«, yoahave;nevier.lifiafdihatnar?4t, 
j^whofedfeadfoi^nd ^eb^l^ws wide remote 36Q 
Of Indifs trembles^ .and ^h^pafpiian way^^. . 
Th' Egyptian tidp^ and HeU^fpontic. (urge ., 

With homage toIL O impotent, aoirafli ! 
Whom yet the large bcaefiqence of heav'n, , , ,■ 
And our gre^ moaar^h merdful. and kind r 365 

Deign to prefcrve. Refign your arms ; difpcrfe 

• Each to your cities ; there with humblfdtt hands 
Before your lord.b^Arew the way with flpwVs., 

As through th' extenfive groycj whofe leafy boudw 

fotwiuing crown.ronjeemJneHcc with (hade, 370 

.,, The 
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The tempefts rufti fonorous, and between 

The craftiing braiichcs roar ; « I7 fierce difdain 

And indignation thus the Grecians movM 

With clamorous hrarmiirs clofc the Perfian'3 fpccch. 

But Sparta's Idng arifing, all is hufliM 3 75 

In fiidden fileilce ; when he thus replied. 

O Pers'ian, when to Xerxes thou return^ft. 
Say thou haft told the wonders of his pow'r ; 
Then fay, thou faw*ft a flender band of Greece, 
Which dareshis boafted 'millions to the field. 580 

The Spartan faid. Th* Ambaffadors retire. 
Them o'er the limits of tlie Gredan lines . 
Diomedon* and Thefpia's youth conduft. 
With flow folemnity they all proceed 
In fuUcn filence. But their looks denote 3* 5 

What fp^ch would (hahie and weaken. Wrath 

contraSs 
The forehead of Diomcdon. His t6eth 
Grtafli with impatience for delay'd revenge. * "^ 

r 

Dliilain, which fprung from confcious merit, flufli'd 

The 
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The cheek of Dlthyranibus. On iht face 390 

. Of either Per liari inrolence and pride "'' 

Inccris 3 Sydifappointnieht'^dorhyloWVd.* ' " ' 
But when they reachM t^c limits of the flralts, ^' ' 
Where Xerxes* camp began to open wide' ^' 

Its deep, iranienfe arraingemenf ; then the Tlcart ^3^5 
Of vain Tigfanes, Twelling at the figTit, ' - ^ - 

Thus overflows fn loud and haughty pTiraTe. 

O ArjImaniu's, origin or irt,*' ' ^ ^ 

, Have we denian3ed oF thy rutTiIelspowV,' '^* V "^ 
'Tti^s with tlie curre-t)t' maiSrfelVVo ' ^^^i> 

Thefe wtetclied ment But fince thy dreacffut will 
ToirrefiftibleYerd^tiontioom^ ' ' ' '' ^ 

Tlie fons of Greece/ In Vain Ihbuld we oppofe/ ' 
Be thy dire wifl^accompVifii'd, : let "them falf, " ■ ^ • ' ^ 
• Ajid fatten with therr' blood tlieir native (biT. Aot 
Enraged the ilerh Dlomcdon replies. 
Thou fervile/bafe dependent on afeng, ' ' > 

; Inglorious merc'enarf, flave to thoTe, ' 

j Whom mofi we fcorh, iTibii boafter, doll tliou know. 

That 
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Thgt I beheld the Marathonian fields. . 41a 

When> like the Libyan fands b^ore the wind^ . 

' - . .J.' ,. ?. :. .: .J : -• /,i^ i / 

Your hoft was fcatterM by th' unconquer'd, Greeks i 
Where thoa perhaps didft tura before this arm. 
To ignominious flight thy fliiyVing limbs ? 
Q may I find thee in to-niorrow's fight ! . 415^ 
Then on this/ockj; pavement fh^lt thou liiS, . 
Beneath this arm to feall the vultyre.'s beak. 
H£ ended here, and thus the Perfian chief. . , 

thou, whofe hand omnipptcjat prptcds , 

The throne of, Xentes,. bend -fhyfacred ear,! j^tsx 
For Jo I my firft viSorious fruits of war 
To thee I here devote, the ^ory (poils, . 
Which from thi? Grecian with the riiinec dawn 
In fight of either .hofl; my arm fhall rend. 

Phraortes interrupting then began. 42.< 

1 too would find among the Grecian chiefs 

One, who in battle dare abide my ipear. , 

• :.' • .1: ...V .. /i> V , .i.v I.I If*..* I 

To him thus anfwer'd TJiefpia's gallant youtb, . 
Thou look'ft on me, O Perfian, Worthier far 

Thon 
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Thou mightft indeed have fingled from our hoft, 435 
But none more willing to effay thy force. 
Yes, I will prove before the eyc^ of Mars, 
How far the valour of the (neaneft Greek. 
Beyond thy vaunts deferves the palm of fame. 

This faid, the Perfians to their king repair, 440 
Back to their camp the Grecians. There they found 
Each foldier poizii^g bis extended fpear, * 
And his large buckler bracing on hid arm. 
For inftant war prepared. Through all the files 
Each leader moves exulting, and withpraife .445 
And exhortations aids their native warmth. ^ 

Alone the Theban Anaxander pin'd. 
Who thus apart addrefs'd his Malian friend. 

What has thy lofty eloquence avaiPd, 
Alas I in vain attempting to confovind 45(1 

The Spartan valour ? With redoubled fires 
See how their bofoms glow. They wifli Xo die. 
And wait impatient for th' unequal fight. 
Too foon will come th' infuperable foes, 

D And 
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Andln promiibuotts rain all be wfaelih'j; 455 

Nor (hall oar merit to. the Perfian lord 
Be toldj or known : for wfaofe adventVous feet 
^o ferve die Thebans, throagh the guarded pafs^ 
The Grecian watch eluding, will approach 
The tents of Afia^ that the king may know, 460 
' And fpare his friendi attiid the jgen'ral wreck ; 
When his high^wohi refentmenty like a flood 
IncreasM wkh flormy fliow'rs^* Aiall cover Greece 
Widi^dbbtton? Epialtes here. 

Whci^cs:) Anaxi|iider» thisun^aft defpair? 465 
Is there a pt^ on Oeta*s hills nnloiowii 
To Epialtes ? O'er the trackleis rod^. 
And mz^f grove (hall pafs my fecf^tft^. 
This night I part Thy merit ihall be told 470 
To Perfia's king. Thou oriy watdi the hour. 
Nor then be tardy, when he wants thy aid. 

•End or the Second Book. 

LEONI^ 
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BOOK III, 

The Argument. 

Tigranes and Pbraortes repair to Xerxes^ whom they 
jfindjeated on a ibr^ne furroanded by his fair aps in a 
magnificent pavilion ; while the Magi Jl and before him, 
andjing an hymn containing the religion of Zoroa^ 
fi¥^s^ XerXfty notvMifiaikdiAg the argurfienti^iii 
brothers Hyperanthes and Abrocomesy gives no credit 
to ibe amiajfadorsi, tOb^ report, ib^i the Grecians 
are determined to maintain the pafs agMrnji bim \ 
hut commands Demaratus an tx^ a king of Sparta 
to attend him, and afcends his chariot to take a view 
9f the Gteciani himjelf He paffes through the midfl 
of his army^ f^^fifii^\^ ^nany nations differing in 
arms, cufloms, and manners, lie advances to the 
entrance ofiheftrMtSf^indfurpris^dat SheMttvigiur 
of the Spartans demands the reafonojit from Dema- 
ratus ; which tccaftoni a com>erfa^ion ^tween them 
on the mercenary Jorces of Perfsa, and the militia of 
Greece, Demnratut weeping at the fight of his coun* 
trymen, is comforied by Hyperanthes, Xerxes flill 
incredulous commands Tigranes and Pbraortes to bring 
the Grecians bound before iim the mext day^ aadr^^ 
tires to his pavilion. 

Da NOW 



d by Google 




L E O N I D A S. 




^^ja BOOK HI. 



^g(jj[\K,)t( O W had Tigmiiesj and Phraortes gam'd 

^ N -^ The ^lendid tent of Xerxes. Him 4liey 

^^?^ found 

Begirt with princes, and illuftripus phiefs. 

The jpotentates of Afia.' Near his Hit ' 

His valiant l)rt>thers flood, Abrocotti^, $ 

And Hyperaftthes, then Phamuchus brave, 

Pandates, Intaphernes, mighty lords. 

And numbers more in purple fplendour clad. 

With homage all attendingTound the throne^ 

Whofc 
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Whofe gorgeous feat erefted high upbore 10 

Their regal mafter. He. above their heads. 
Look'ddown imperious^ So the ftately tow'r 
Of Belus^ mingling its majedick front 
WithheavVs bright azure, from on high furveyM 
The huge extent of Babylon, with all 15 

Its fumptuous domes and palaces beneath. 
That day the monarch dcem'd to enter Greece, . 
And hide her fields with war ; but firft ordains. 
That grateful hymns fhould celebrate, the name 
Of Oromafdes : fo the Perfians calPd 20 ' 

The world*s great author. By the king's decree 
The Magi .ftood before th' unfolded tent. 
Fire blaz'd befide them; TowVds the facred flame 
They turn'd, and fent their tuneful praife to heav'n. 
. From Zoroaftres was the fong dcriv'd, 25'. 

Who on the hills of Perftafrom his cave 
With flow'rs incircled, and with murm'ring foun:s. 
That chear'd the folemn :man{ion, had reveal'd. 
How Oroma£de$> radiant fource of good^ 

D 3 Ori. 
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Original, immortal framed the globe "30 

With all its varied beauty : how with ftars 
By him.theheav'ns were fpanglcd : how the ftm. 
Refulgent Mithra, pureft fpring of light, 
And^enial warmth, whence fruitful Nature fmiles^ 
Burft from the eaft at his creating voice j 55 

When tfraight beyond the golden verge of day 
Night Ihow'd the horrours of her diftant reign, 
Whence black, and hateful Arimanius fprung, 
The author foul of evil : he with <hade6 
From his dire manfion veiPd the earth and ikies, 40 
Or to deftrufikion chang'd the folar beam, ' 
When parching fields deny thefbodful grain. 
And from their channels fly th* exhaling ftreams. 
Whence peftilence, and famine ; how the pow'r 
Of Oromaldes in the human breaft 45 

Benevolence, and equity infused. 
Truth, tem^perance, and wifddm fprung from heaven ; 
When Arimanius blacken'd all the foul^ 
With falihood, and injuftice, with defires 

Infa- 
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Infatiable, with Violence^ aad rage»> SO 

Malignity^ and bA\j.' If the hand 

Of Ofomafdes on preearkms Itf« 

Shed wealth, and pkafufc^ foon tV inhmsi Qod . 

With wild excefsi^ or avVicie blaflj the joy. 

Thou, Oromaides^ vififory d^ft give. 55 

By thee with fame the regal head is crown 'd. 

Great Xerjie* owns- thy fuccour. When withftormt i 

The hate of direful Arimanius fwell'd 

The Hellefpont, thou o*er the angry furge 

The deiUn'd mafterof the world didft lead» €o 

This day his promised glories to enjoy. 

When Greece affrighted to his arm (hall bend^ 

Ev'n as at lad (hs^I Arimaniusfall 

Before thy might, and evil be no more; 

The Magi ceas'd their harmony ; when now 65 
Before the king with adoration bowM 
Tigranes and Phraortes. ^ronc they lay. 
And o'er their foreheads fpread their abjeO: hands* 
As from a prefent deity too bright 

D 4 For 
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For mortal vifion to conceal their eyes. 70 

At length iti humble phrafe Tigranes thus. 

O Xerxes^ live for ever ! Gracious lord I 
Who doft permit thy fervants to approach 
Thy^awful fight, and proilrate thus to own 
Thy majefty and greatnefs. May the powV 75 

r Of Oromafdes ftretch thy fceptcr'd arm . 
0>r all the nations from the Indian fliore$» 
Ev'n to the waters of the weftem nuui^ 
From northern Tanais to the fource of Nile ! 
And fiili from thee may Arimantos turn 80 

Againft thy foes his malice to mankind ! 
By him, ev*n now with frenzy fmote, the Greeks 
Rejeft thy proflFer'd clemency. The morn 
Shall fee them bleed the vidims of thy wrath. 

Here, to his brothers turning, Xerxes fpake. 85 
Say, Hyperanthes, does thy foul believe 
Thefe tydings ? Sure thefe ilaves have never dar'd 
To face the Grecians, but delude our ear 
With bafe impoftures, which their fears fuggeft. 

To 
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To him this anfwcr Hyperanthes form'd, 90 

from his fervants may the king avert • 
His indignation ! : Greece was fam'd of old 
For martial virtue, and intrepid fons : 

1 have eflay'd their valour, ^and with me 
Abrocomes can witnefs. When our fire 95 
The great Darius to th* Athenian fhore 

With Artaphernes, and with Datis fent 

Our tender youth ; at Marathon we found. 

How vain the hopes, that numbers ihould difmsy 

A foe refolv'd on vidory, or death, ioq 

Yet not as tme contemptible, or bafe. 

Let me appear before thee : though the Greeks 

With fuch uncoaquerM fpirits be indu'd. 

Soon a^ the king (hall fumnign me to war. 

He fhall behold m^ in the dangVous van 105 

Exalt my fpear, and pierce the hoftile janks. 

Or fink before them. Xerxes then returned ; 

Why over: Afia, and the Libyan foil. 
With all their nations does my potent, ^rm 

D 5 'Extend 
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Extend Its fcepter ? Wherefore do I fwecp I lo 

Acrofs the globe with millions in my train ? 

Why fliade the Ocean with unnumber'd fails ? 

Whence all this pow'r, unlefs th* eternal will 

Had doom'd to give one matter to the world. 

And that the earth's extremity alone 1 15 

Should bound my empire ? He for thisredncM 

Revolted ^gypt, and inlarg'd my fway 

With fandy Libya, and the fultry clime 

Of itthiopia. He for this fubdu'd 

The Hellefpontic rage, and taught the fea 1 ao 

Obedience to my pow'r. Then ceafe to think, 

That heav*n deferting now the caufc of kings 

Thofe defpicable Grecians will infpirc 

With coufage more than huhian; and expunge 

The common fears of nature from their brcafts. 125 

He ceas'd, when thus Abrocomes began. 

The king commands us to reveal our hearts : 
Then may the fun to lightning change hiis beams 
And blaft my head with, ruin ; may the king 

Look 
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Look on hisfervant with a loathing eye, 130 

If what I here iiffirm be hlk, or vainj 
That yonder Grecians will oppofe our courfe. 

The king arofe. No more : prepare my car ; 
The Spartan exile Demaratus call : 
We will our felves advance and view the foe. 135 

The monarch will'd ; and fuddenly he bears 
His trampling horfes. High on Alver wheels 
The iv'ry car with azure fapphires (hone, 
Caerulean beryls, and the jafper green. 
The emerald, the ruby's glowing bjuft^ J40 

The flaming topaz with its golden beam. 
The pearl, th* impurpkd amethyft, and all 
The various gems, which India!s mines afibfd 
To deck the po^np of kings. In burni(h'd gold 
A fculptur'd eagle frgm behind difplay? j 45 

Its (lately neck, and o'er the monarch's head 
Extends its dazzling wings. Eight gen'rous fte^ds. 
Which on the fam'd Nyfaean plain were fturs'd 
In wintry Media, drew the radiant car» 

Not 
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Not thofe of old to Hercules refus'd 1 50 

By falfe Laomedon, nor they, which bore 

The fon of Thetis through the fcatter'd rear 

Of Troy's devoted race, might thefefurpafs 

In Arength, or beauty. With obedient pride 

They heard their lord : exulting in the air 155 

They tofs'd their foreheads, while the filver manes 

Smote on their glittering. necks. . The king afcends: 

Befide his footftool Demaratus fat. 

The charioteer now fhakes the golden reins. 

Bold Patiramphes. At the fignal bound 160 

Th' attentive fteeds ; the chariot flew ; behind 

Ten thoufand horfe in thunder fwept the field. 

Theeaftern bands (fo Xerxes had ordain'd) 

Between the fea-beat margin, and the camp 

All wait iinbattled, all prepared to pafs 165 

Thermopylae. To thefe with rapid wheels 

Th' imperial car proceeds. Th' approaching king 

Soon through the wide battalions is proclaim'd. 

He now draws nigh. Th' innumerable hoft 

Roll 
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Roll back by nations, and admit their lord 1 70 

With all his fatraps. From his cryftal dome 

Rais'd on the bottom of the watry world. 

Thus when the potent ruler of the floods 

With each cserulean deity afcends, 

Thron'd on his pearly chariot ; all the deep 1 75 

Divides its bofom to th' emerging God. 

So Xerxes rode between the Afian world 

On either fide receding ; when, as down 

Th' immeafurable ranks his fight was loft, 

A momentary gloom o'ercaft his mind, 1 80 

While this refledion fiU'd his eyes with tears : 

That foon, as Time an hundred years had told. 

Not one of all thofe flioufands ihou!d furvive. 

Whence to obfcure thy pride arofe that cloud ? 

Was it, that once humanity could touch 185 



A tyrant's brcaft ? or rather did thy foul 
Repine, O Xerxes, at the bitter thought. 
That all thy pow'r was mortal ? But the veil 
Of.fadnefs foon forfook his brightning eyes. 



As 
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As with adoftng homage millions bo\v'd» 190 

And to his heart relentlefs pride recalPA 

Elate the mingled profpefit he furveys^ 

Of glittering files unnumbered, chariots fcyth'd 

On thundVing axles roU'd with haughty fleeds 

In fumptuous trappings clad (Barbaric pomp) 195 

Which tore with fpurning hoofs the fandy beach ; 

While ev'ry banner to the (im expands 

Its gorgeous folds, that beam'd with gold, with 

fliields. 
Tiaras, helms environed, and with fpears 
In number equal to the bladed grafs, aoo 

Whofe living green in vernal beauty cloaths 
Theflalia's vale. What powVs of -founding verfe 
Can to the mind prefent th' amazing fcene ? 
Not thee, whom Rumour's fabling voice delights, 
Poetic Fancy, to my aid I call ; 205 

But thou, hifloric Truth, fupport my fong. 
Which fliall tKe various multitude difplay. 
Their arms, their manners^ and tlieir native feats« 

The 
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The Perfians firft in fcaly corfelets (hone 
With colours varying on the gorgeous fleeves, 210 
A gen'rous joation. From their infant age 
Their tongues were praftisM in the love of truth. 
Their limbs inur'd to ev'ry manly toil. 
To brace the bow, to rule th' impetuous deed. 
And dart the javelin ; worthy to enjoy aiC 

The liberty, their injurM fathers loft, 
Whofe arms for Cyrus overturn'd the ftrength 
Of Babylon and Sardis, and advanc'd 
The vigor's head above his country's laws. 
Such were the Perfians ; but untaught to form ZZO 
• The ranks of battle, with unequal force 
Againft the phalanx of the Greeks they flood, 
And to the mafly Ihield, and weighty fpear 
A target light, and flcnder lance op^s'd. 
On ev'ry head tiaras rofe, like towVs, 225 

Impenetrable. All with burnifh'd gold 
Blaz'd their gay fandals, and the Boating reins 
Of each proud courfer. Daggers from their tfughs, 

A well- 
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A well-ftbr'd quiver from their flioulders hung. 

And ftrongeft bows of mighty fizc they bore*. 1230 

Next, with refembling arms the Medes are feen. 

The Ciffians, and Hyrcanians. Media once 

From her bleak mountains aw'd the fubjea Eaft. 

Her kings in cold Ecbatana were thron'd. 

The Ciffians march'd from Sufa's regal walla, 235 

From fultry fields o^erfpread with brancTiing palms. 

And white with lilies, water 'd by the tides 

Of fam'd Choafpes, whofe tranfparent waves 

The golden goblet wafts toPerfia^s kings. 

No other ftream the royal lip bedews. 240 

Hyrcania's race forfook their fruitful clime 

Dark with the verdure of expanding oaks. 

To Ceres dear and Bacchus. There the corn 

Bent by its? golden burthen flieds unreap'd 

Its pier teous feed impregnating the foil 245 

With future harvefts ; while the bees refide 

Among th' intwining branches of the groves. 

Where with their labours they enrich the leaves. 

Which 
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Which flow with fweetnefs. Next, Aflyria's fons 
Their brazen helms difplay, th' unfldlful work 250 
Of rude Barbarians. Thick*wove flax defends 
Their chefl: and loins. A buckler guards their arm* 
Girt with a falchion each a mace fuft^ins 
O'erlaid with iro». On Euphrates' banks 
In Babylon's ftupendous walls they dwell, . 255 
And o'er th^'plaios,^ where once with mightier tow'rs 
Old Ninos rearM it^ head, th' imperial feat 
Of eldeft tyrants. Thefe Chaldsa joins. 
The land of Ihepherds^ On the paflnres wide 
There Bel us firft difcera'd the various courfe 260 
Of heav'n's bright planets, and the duft'ring fl:ars 
With names diftinguifh'd, wlaence himfelf was deem'd 
The chief of Gods. His heav'n-afcending fane 
In Babylon the prOud Aflyrians rais'd. 
Drawn from the fertile foil, which Ochus laves, 265 
The Badrians fl:ood, like Perfia's bands attir'd. 
Though lefs their jav'lins, and. their bows of cane ; 
The Paricanians next, all rough with hides 

Of 
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Of ihaggy goats, with bows and daggers arm^d 
Alike in horrid garb the Cafpian train ^70 

From barren moomains, and the dreary coaffi^ 
Which bounds the ftormy Fake, that bears their 

name^ 
With cany bows, and fcymttars were fcA 
The Indians then a threefold biand appetrMi 
Part guide the horfe, and part the rapid car y a Ti 
The reft on foot within the bending cane 
For flaughter held their iron-pointed reeds. 
Thefe o'er the Indtis from the diftant flood* 
Of Ganges pafs'd^. and left a region lov'd 
By lavift Nature. There the plenteous year 280 
Twice crown'd with harvefts fniiles. The honey'* 

ihruby 
The cinnamon, and fpikenard Wefi their fields. 
Array'd in native wealth the warriours (hone. 
Their cars were grac^ with pendants,, and thek* 

hands 
Incircled wore a bracelet ftarrM with gems. 285 

Thefe 
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Th^fe were ikt sattoas, who to Xerxes feat 
Their mingled aids of infantry and horfe. 

Now, Mufe, recount what numbers yet uatoU 
On foot obiciH^'d the furlace of the fhore ; 
Or who in chariots^ or on camels beat 290 

Thelooicn'dfand. The Parthians firft advance^ 
Then weak in numbers o'er the Maiian ftrand 
Far from their lonely vates> and woody hiils^ 
Not yet renowned for warlike Heeds, they trod. 
With them the Sogdiana^ Dadices arrang'd,. 295 
GandarianSj; and ChofaTmians^ all attir'dx 
Like Badria's fons. To thefe the Saces joiuy 
From cold Imaiis drawn, from Oxus' wave 
And Cyra biult on laxartes* brinks 
The bound of Perfia's empire. Wild, untam'd, 300 
And prone to rage, their defarts they forfook^ 
A bow, a falchion, and a pondVous ax 
The favage legions armM. A pointed caft 
O'er each grim v^fage rear^ its iron cone. 
la arms, like Perfiansi the Saranges flood. 305 

High 
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High as the knee their bulkms ilretch'd^.and clung. 
V Around their ham. With glowing colours dyM 
Gay flione their varied garments. Next are feen 
The Padyan^ Mycian, and the Utian train 
In ikins of goats^ all hoftid« Bows they wield. 3 1 o ^ 
Of fpnn^. reed, with poniards at their ftdes^ 
With fpotted hides of teopards^allarray'dy. 
Or with the fpoU from tawny, lions torn^;. 
In graceful range the Athiopiana ftand^ 
Of equal ftature^ and a beauteous frames 3x5^ 

Though fcorching Phoebus had innbrown'd their face^.> 
And curl!d their crifped locks^. In ancient fong 
RenowuMfoF-juftice, riches they difdain'd^. 
As foes to virtue. Fi^ni their feat remote . 
Ob NHtis' vergeabove th* -Slgyptian bound,. 32#f 
ForcM by their king's malignity and pride. 
Thefe friends of. ho(pitality and peace,. 
Themfelves-uninjur'd, wag'd reluSantwar 
Againft a land, whofe climate^ and whofe name 

To 
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To them were ftrangc. With hardeft flone they 
point ' * 325 

The rapid arrow. Bows c^f hideous length, 
•^orm'd with th'daftic branches :of the palni. 
They bore, and lances arm'd with horns of goats. 
And maces ftrong witli iron. Now, O Mufe, ' 
. Hecite the nations, who in helmets fram'd ' 33t> 
Of various parts, and clofe^connefted joints. 
With darts and poniards, Shields, and lances weak, 
A feeble train, ait tend their tyrant -swiH, 
JVUviain^sdeftin^id to imbrue with goi-e 
The Gr^ian fpears; *he Paphlagonians firfl, 335 
From where Carambis with projeSed brows 
/O'erlooks the duikyJEaxine w;rapt in m^, .^ 

\Arid /where through flow' rs, that paint: fts variotis 

<bank6, < 
Parthenius flpws ; the Mariandynians next. 
The Maticniaa, xniitheLigysa bands, / 340 

With them ttie Syrian multitudes, who dwell 
Near Daphne'f grove, who cultivate the glebe 

Wide- 
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Wide-\rater'd by Ot<m\^s, wlio aloag 
Tfa' extended ridge of Libanus are nurs'd 
Among (he cedars^ 0^ With feodful dat€6 31*5 

Pluckt. frbm the palms^ whofe fruitage grac'-d tile 

pkins 
Aroun4 Damtfcus : all, .who bear the name 
Qf Capptdociatis, fweH the Syrian hoft^ 
With tbofe who gather froiti the fragrant ftrub 
The aromatic baUatiiy and extrad ' 3~5'o 

Its milky juice ^ong the lovely fidii 
Of winding Jordan, till idamers'd in flteep 
Beneath the pitchy farfatie, which <Afcarc$ 
Th^ A^altic lake. The Phrygians then aoktnce^ 
To them their ancient colony is join'd, . . 3^5 

Th' Armenian baiids. Tbde feie the 'burfting'Tpritqss 
Of ftrong Euphrates cleave the yielding earthy 
And wittein lakes expanding hide the plam. 
Thence with colteased waters fietceand deep" 
It's pafiage re&diog through diratiiifli\l rocks ^66 
To Babylon it foamsb Not fo the wavi 

Of 
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Of foft Araxcs to the Cafpiati glides. 

But ftealing impcrceptibiy it l«ves 

The frukfiri herbage rf Ar meftia's tneads. 

"Next, ftrange to view, in fimilar attire, 3^ 

Though far unlike in manners to the Greeks, 

Appear the Lydians. WanKmnefs and fpoft 

Were all their tare, Befide Cayfter's ftream^ 

Or fmooth Maeander winding filent by* 

Or near Paflfcolus' wave among the vines 5 yo 

Of Tmolusrifing, or the wealthy tide 

Of golden-fanded Herimis they aHure 

The fight enchanted with the graceful dance. 

Or with melodious Iweetneft charm the ear. 

And melt to foftcft languiflimcnt the fotiL 375 

What to the battle's danger could incite 

Thefe tender fons of luxury ? the laih 

Of their ftern monarch urg'd their ihivVing limbs 

Through all the tempefts, which enragM the mwn. 

And fhook beneath their trembling fteps the pile, 380 

That join'd the Afian and the weftern worlds. 

To 
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To thefe Maeooia hot with fuIphVous mines 
Unites her troops. 'No tree adorns their fields 
Unblefs'd ^ith yerdare^ and with aihes firewn. 
Black are the rocks, and ev'ry hill deform'd 385 
With conflagration. Helmets prefs'd their brows. 
Two darts they brandifh'd. Round their woolly veft 
A fword was girt^ and hairy hides composed 
Their bucklers round and light. The Myfians left 
Olympus' wood-envelop'd, and the foil 39a 

Wafli'd by Caicus, and the baneful tide * 
Of Lycus, nurfe of Serpents. Targets, helms. 
And wooden javelins hardenM in the flames 
They bore. By thefe, imbattied next are feen 
An ancient nation, who in early times, 395 

By Trojan arms aflail'd, their native land 
EfteemM lefsdear than freedom, and exchange 
Their feat on Strymbn, where in Thrace it pours 
Its freezing current, for the diftant (hores 
Of fifliy Sangar. Thefe Bithynians nam'd, 400 
Their habitations to the facred feet 

Of 
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Of Dindymus extend. Yet there they groanM 
Beneath oppreflton^ and their freedom moum'd 
On Sangar now^ as once on Strynaon loft- 
The ruddy (kins of foxes forniM their caik ; 405 
Their (hields were falhion'd like the horned moon ; 
A dart^ and (lender poniard arm'd their hands ^ 
A veft embracM their bodies^ while abroad 
Ting'd with unnumber'd hues a mantle flow'd. 
But other Thracians* who their former name 41 o 
Retained in Afia^ ftood with (hining helms. 
The horns of bulls in imitating brafs 
Adorn'd ithe lofty crcft, Phoenician cloth 
Their legs infolds, with brighteft purple (bin'd ; 
And through the foreft wont to chafe the boa r, 415 
A hunter's fpear they grafp. What nations ftill 
On cither fide of Xerxes, while he pafs'd, 
Prefent their huge array, and fwelt his fout 
With more than mortal pride ? The numVous ti'ain 
Of Mofchiansand Macronians now fucceed, 420 
And MofynoecianSj who, with berries fed. 
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In ^Soaid mfrWildtgAkt m£cVi69c 

Of TibzrdA&iiiitxt, SJ^fbTeiK^tdirihttds 
'Delight m i^Knt,' ^dlati^ter x "i&fintslfks *425 
• Of <?oba, Wiih^hicM8,*iri<}fa!ite«'!!ii6n/wI^^ 
Beybttd^proJJorfiArfieng^Rcn. 'Hicifiippftach, 
la garmfent^ o^r ^Wir^tfkdiktrbofatti^i^ 
And*^ with javcfi&,^f wrS*rJttr Lyfclm**w^, 
'A*pe<^leJl^AMiii<ftei4xd'vc^e, -4^9 

£v'n ibf&e^'rabiriaellfieoiAdb^ tcrliVe. 
Theie are liid^j^fflyaiis, -Sfitymi Ihdr diite 
In thycdeftlarftralns, Pifidia'sMIs 
Their 'aWdliiig. 'Onccar'fbhifidttMctrthb 
TheyfacM the great Beltm^^on m'war^ '435 

N6w€o6m^d a tnoretrehiendbusffbeto'i6eetf 
Themfelves unnerv'd WitH bbiidi^e/ and *^o leave 
Their putrid bodies fofihe dogs if Greece, 
'Next are the Marian legions farhah*d all 
l^i^ith -iKields of 'mm, Siri*h *ats, and hfelinfeta 

Of 
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^i)f ftrbng^ti&JUyre* rArU^ kofl; protend 
Th^jBtdronJiUK^^c^d'^braae the Poriiaa bow^ 

One hideous mvA^^f ' fiwd^, w hith iMck UcM^Il 
Of patient culture ; hrt one favoured Tpot^ 44.5 
^Whlchy ]ifce;ranl(k) -^Meq^sfoomthvviiriid^ 
In verdure dad^oi^liil^e^^aVl w^r^riiief » 
Wli9fe:£cl^i««»tflplkr<:]Md^ilUfie, thlit^O^^ 
Thein]u»et.^f rTioie. Yetr^^^re's bcMQRi 
Had fown thei^fe^cksii^h QOX%l,i wi tntiMd 450 
r^cir d^cll; JliBs twlbrywifof ifefphwc^ k^. 
And thRfe^^^har((^.«j^t;re;{jpfitfk9^.^^^ 
Thcfe ftotih tho tttrbsutf (l«mc. On eVry neck 
Thft.tsosalhluAes-idiniiKh tbo num'fous' throng. ^ 
The Allarodiiiti^ atd/Siipi^^im ^nd«* 455 

' Were arm'd w)Ui!fHiniaf!d?>)like; Ihe Coldiiaii hoflj 
I TWif hoadsMKsre guKeded-with a? heka of wood, 
\ Short were!lbeirr^^r9^ Of /bid^%undref$'d their 
ftklds. 
The Cddaum^MMtMAfrmt^^^ 

E Z Where 
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Where ontelVfedea^fair enthantrefs Hoo8^ 460 

Andivondring'vieW'M tbefiirft advent'roasbark^ -' 
That fteitlM^he • Pontic foami From Argo's^de 
The demigods defeended^ and repairM 
To herfell fire^sinhofpitable watts. 

•His bloominggracesjaron there difplay*d. . .46 j 
With ev'fyafjt of eloquence dmne 
HeclaknMtthe;^den fieeljce. l*heYirgtQlieard» 
She gaz'dwith fatal rai^fhrnoBt^ and lov^. 

'Then.to the hero (he refigns her heart -^ 

Her magic ^tamief^hebrazenhfoottd bifllr; ' '' * ^*j& 

IShe lulk tA'fleeplefe'di'agon/aiid toGreecel' \ 

With fftithlefs Jafon wafts the radiant prize. 

The Colchiansthen pn^fiitd their fteps with w«%- / 

And now with antient enfnt^-iftfiam'dy • •' 

. Or elfc compcHy by "Xerie* to'xiecat 475 

Thelong^-forgottea wrong, ^hcy menace Greece . 

. With defolaiion. NextinPepfian^giufe ' • 

A crowd advanced, who left the variou$4fle$ • 

.in Pcrfia's.gulph, and round Arabia known.' ^ 

Bome 
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Seme in' their native topaz were adoro'd, . 4S0 

Prom Ophiodes^ and^TopauZiOs fpriing ;; . 

And fome with fiielU of^ eortoiiibs^ which broods 

Arouftd Cafitis' verges To-them were joln'd 

Thofe, whanefide^ where Erythras iutomb'd\ 

lies all befet with palAis/ a powerful ktng^, 4?$: 

Who namy^f old the Erythraan main.. 

The Li^yan$ licx t are placed . In chariots fey th*d • 

They fat tqnrific> clo?ith'd ift&iits, with darts. 

Of wo<)d'wcl!-tempec'd in the hafdniflg. flames. . 

>iQt Libya's dtfem firomtyrannic fway;* 49a - 

Goukl hide her fons ; much lers<a)uld: freedom dwell v 

Amid the' plenty o& Arabiafs^fields : . 

WhcFcfpicycafEas jpid.th^ fragrant reed;. 

And myrrh,, aftd halfowM frankincenfe perfume 

IJhe zephyr's wing. A* bow of largeft fize 495- 

Th' Arabians wield,, and :o''er.theirlucid : vcft 

Loofe floats a maAtle oi> their fhoulder clafp'd. 

Of thefe two myriads on the. lofty, back 

0£ camels rode, that matchM the fwifteft horfe. 

E 3 Such 
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SocH weretbrmitatorsywi&th^i^omiAi&ladscb'^ 
Bow'd down xMtb lotr pmfti^f6ii>ta thrwhbeU 
Of Xcpxes' ch'aribtr. Tjst'wHat^Ugtohsiwffnr 
Expand their mighty range K Wimt^barniere-fttU' 
The Mallan fimde o'erfliadow } Porward^r^illar 
TS^regal oar through nations, which in armi, • 503^ 
And ordered ranks unlike the eaflern throng 
Upheld the fpear and buckler. Yet untaught 
To bend the fei^ilehnee ereft they (lood ; 
Unlefs that mourning o'er the iha^eftit weight 
Of their new bondage fomeLtheirbrowedeprefsy, 5-i«* 
And ftain'd their arms with forrDw. Eurdpe's^ race^ 
Were thefe, whom Xerxes by refi(tle& force 
Had gathered to his ftandards. MurmVitig here 
The fons of Thrace, and Macedonia ftood, 
Here on his fteed the brave Theffalian frownM. 515 
There pinM relaxant multitudes, who bore 
The name of Greeks, and peopled all thecoaffc 
Between Byzantium, and the Maliao bay. 

Through 
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THRouGif; all %. nj^ip|>ers,.wM9^,«fl9?'d *iU 

pride> 
Or fear?4,hi6c.pQ^;^j% the mpfiarclv now; was pafs'd;; 
Nor yet an|9n6 th^i^rayfi^dfixotjld be.fou^id, 5ar 
Op%^ whawijh Xerx^* (olt in. tiaw'ripg fize,, 
Or beauteous f|^^i[es> mights cocppare* O wjetch ! 
Poflefs^d of BlUf. hut virtue ^j ^99^1^ ^^ /^9^> 
Mow mean without her. iiuubo«iuled;poy*V 525 

The charm of Ijwuty,^ an^ t{u;.bliiz^ o^ .ft*{ V 
.Mp!i%inrecureo|f^f{}iQej[t9, hoMf,vi|n^. . a 

Thou^ i8{lio^ caaldfi rooura the. comwxm: Ibt^, w^JiicH^ 

hcav'ii- 
From none w^th4ioIdf.^^ wiiicb oft to thoufandf 

prove*, 
Their only refuge from^ a tyrant's rage ; 5 30> 

And which by pining, ficknefs,, age, oc pain 
Becomes at tad a foothing hope to all ; 
Thou, w^o coujdft we<5p, ili^t Nlatur^^s gentle handi 
Should lay heiii^canedo£Fs{uingin the tomb,, 
Ifjst couldft f o^ptfelefs f rom their pe^c^if^ts 53$ 
£ 4' Lead 
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Lead half the nations in a clime unknown 

To fall the viffcims of thy ruthlefs pride ; 

What didft thou merit from the injurM world ? 

What fuflr 'rings to compenfate'for the tears 

Of A/ia's mothers, for unpeopled realms, 54 <^ 

And all thi« wafte of nature? On his ho ft 

The king exulting bends his haughty iight. 

When thus t o Dcmaratus he began. 

Now> Demaratos, to thy foul recal 
My father great Darius, who received 545 

Thy wandring fteps expdrd their native home. 
Ill would it then become thee to beguile 
Thy bcnefaSors, and the trmh dif^uife. 
Look back on all thofe tbpufands, and declare^ 
I^ yonder Grecians willoppofe their march. 550 

The exile anfwer'd. Deem noi, mighty lord, 
1 will deceive thy goodnefs by a tale 
Porg'd for their glory, whofe deluded minds 
Perverfely hearkenM to the flandVer's tongue ; 
Wlioforc'd me with unmerited difgrace 555 

To 

D\g^e6 by VjOOQIC 






Book HI. LEQNIDa^S. 105. 

To tread the paths -of banifliinent and woe.. 
Nor be the king offended^ .while I ipeak > 
The word&of' truth;' The Spartans never fly* . 

H£R£:.w.itfarconteinptQO]]3 fnsiles the kingretu^l'<h^ 
Wik thoOj whooDCe wert Laced«moiv*8 chiefs 560^ 
Knconnter twenty* Perfian»? Yetthofe Greeks 
With greater difproportion nuiiLcoolront ; 
Our hofi? to-morrew;. . * Demaratips thus«r. 

By (ingle combatr were the tryal vaiiv. 
And vainer (hll by my on worthy fword> . 5^^ 

To prove- thor merit jpfunrtedLforce,^ • ' > 

Which oft foy*m$ury:ikill {urnoountp 
The ftrength of numbers.^ Nor in-'fields of war^ 
The Greeks ttcet bydtfeipline atone^ . 
Buifrom:tMr.i^i^^<<^>'^* C^^twl thy ear, O king/ 5 70 
The difference learn of Grecian bands, and thine^ 
The flow'r,, the bulwark of thy powVful hoft 
Are mercenaries. Thefe arc canton'd round : 
Thy provincet: No fertile iieU demanis 
Their painful haxid;^o turn the. fallow glebe. . 575- 
'E $. Them 

digitized by VjOOQIC 



X0f- L Ef ON in A Si Bii>k iK,' 

Tbemto tSe noon-d«ytoil neharveft caBs-. 
The ftubborn- oafc along the mouHtahA brcnr 
Sinks not ben«rth their (Iroket With cftf cfefcye 
Trtiey mark not- how the flocks^ orhe?fers fee*. 
Ta them of weaHh^ ^n4 dlS pofMSons roii 580 
The name of cotintfy with an empty foun* 
Flies o'er the ear > nor warms' (heir joylefs heatts^ 
Who fhare no country. Ncedy^ yet with fcor n 
RejeSing labour, wretched by theJrwants^ 
Yet profligate^hrotigh indolence^ with linAs' 585^ 
Soft and enervate, and with minds corrupt ; 
Frommifery, debauchery^ andflbtfc . ^ 
Are thefe to battle drawn agaJnft a foe 
Inur'd to hardfliipy^ and the cbik^ of t^ 
Wicmt thuooghr the fiwdzmg ihdlv^i'; tiiid wintry 
fiorni jje 

O'er hiVowQ gfefae the tavdy os to goact ; 
Or in the run's impetooos heat to glow: 
Beneath the tmthen of the yeQow fhettvet : 
Whence on himfetf, on her, whofe faithful arms 

Infold 
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Mold himjpjM, and a luim'rous ri^e^ 595 

Which glads his dweliiiig, flmtj h^, heOpwi^ 

With indepemknce ; and when caU'd to war; 

For thefe hisdeareft comfort, asfl his care,, 

And for t^ hanreft promia'd : tp his toil, . 

He lifts the ihield^. not fljttos uoeqn;^ forc^. . 600^ 

Suck are the. pow']:s.o£: evj^ty, Sate inGreecei: 

One only br^edsia ra^e more, warlike OHi^ 

Ev'nifaofe, who npw dt£e^d that rod^7 P^^^ •> 

7hei fens of Laoedasmo(u They wttiii^h t ' 

To break tb&glehe, c^. hind the goldep-fhes^yes, 66y 

To far feveres labours are.i]iur'd; 

Alone 6M'«^Ai^ ^if fok delight, . and care. . 

From infaQcyttomanfaoodf are they fQfm'd' 

Tojwaai^ and danger^.to th'* ttiii«hole£ai<»e'.grxmiu|^ 

To winler: watches, , and inclement flue$# 6so 

To plttiig^ through torrents^ brave ther tufty Imtp, 

'To arms> and 'wouads ; aa exercife of patA 

So fiorce a»d conftaia, that to them a camp,' 

With 
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With all Its bardihips is the feat of reft, . " 

And war itfelf remiifion from their toils. 615 

Thy words arefolly, fcornfal here replied 
The Periian monarch. Does not freedom dwell 
Among the Grecians ? Therefore will they (faiin 
Superior foes, for whofoe'er is free 
Will fly from danger; while the Perfians know, 6a,o 
If from th* allotted ftation they retreat. 
The fcourge awaits them, and my heavy wrath. 

Conceive not, Xerxes, Sparta's chief return'd^ 
The Grecians want an objeS, wherfe to fix / 

Their eyes with revVence, and obedient dread. 625 
To them more aweful than the name of king 
To Afia^s trembling millions is the law, 
Whofe facred voice injoins them to confront 
Unnumber'd foes, to vanquilh or to die. 

In filence now the baniOi'd king remained. 630 
While near the flraits the chariot roU'd ; it chancM^ 
The Spartans then were ilation'd out on guard* 
Thefe in gymnaftic cxcrcife employ'd. 

Nor 
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Nor heed the monarchy nor hia gaudy trab ; 
But tofsM the fpear, and whirlM the rapid dart| 635 
Or met with adverfe (hields in iingle war. 
Or trooping fwifdy rulh'd on cv Vy C\dc ; 
With rank3 unbroken^ and with ei^ual feet : 
While others calm beneath their polifhM helms 
Drew down their hair, which hung in fable curls, 640 
And fpread their necks with terrour* Xerxes here , 
; The exile queftions. What do thefe intend^ 
Who thus with careful hands adjuft their hair ? 

To ^whom the Spartan. O imperial lord^ . ; 
Such is their cuftom, to adorn their heads,] ■ 645 
When with determinM valour they prefent 
Their dauntlefs breafts before the jaws of death. 
Bring down thy myriads all in glittVing fteel. 
Arm, if thoucanft, the genVal race of man j 
All, who poffefs the regions unexplorM 650 

Beyond the Ganges, all, whofe wandVing ftepa 
Behind the Cafpian range the Scythian wild. 
With thofe, who drink the fccret fount of Nil«> 

Yet 
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Yet to the brcafls rf Sparta^s-fons ffiatl fear 

Bt ftill a Ifranger. Thus with fervour fpake 6-55 

The exir* king,, when guflii»g from his eye* 

Refiftlcfs grief o*erflow*d his cheek. Aikle 

His head he turn-d; and wept: in copious ftrcams*. 

The fad ^ remembrance of his former- ftate, , 

Ks (Mgmty, . his greamefs, and thc.fight • €60 

Of thofe brave ranks, which thus unffiaken ftood;^ 

And fproad amazenjent through the world ia arm?^, 

Excite thofe ftrrrows. Oft with eager eyess 

He views the gpdlike warriours, who beneath* , 

Hts ftandard once viaorroos fougbti whocallM: 6655 

Him once* tlieir kiHg;and leaden Then again i 

His head he bews with angulih,. and hedewss 

His bread with tears;: in agony bemoanss 

His^faded honours, his illuftrious name 

i^fergottcn now, his majefty defil'd' 6*!p > 

With exile and dependence. So obfcur M 

By creeping ivy, and by fordid mofs 

Some k rdly palace, or ftupcndous fane, 

Mag- 
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Munificent in'ruHi flaadk-j ^hei>e<tim«- 
Wide-wiAing from. Ibe sodding vooB baA. 
mow'd 675, 

The cokiinn dbvpfli) and ^ft efeepodd^pous 4i>i&tib > 

Not ttnobferv'd by Hyperanthes mourn'A 
Th' unhappy Spartan* Kindly to his own. 
The exile's hand hejoins^. and thus hnnaane*. 
O Deaiaratus^ this thy grief confirms, 680^ 

How well the Greeks deferve thy genVous^praife^ 
Who ftill repining deft their lofa deplore^ 
Though cherifli'd here with uniycrfal lovCi. 
But O let indignation in thy breaft 
Revive thy wrongr! then blefs th- aufpicious 
fate, / 685 

Which led thee far from calumny and fraud 
To (hare the favour of the higheft king. 

As Demaratus with a grateful mind 
Aidrf fsrd himfelf to anfwcr, Perfia's king 
Thus interrupted. Soon as morning ihines^ 690 

Do 
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Do thou Tigraoes tnd Phraoctea b^* 

The. Medes and. &^:e«. Bring;., thoie Gpeciatis 

bound*. 
Tbii,(«Ul The.mon^ccb to bii teii4 returned. 

SlID or TiHZ Tm|lD BoOJKi 
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UE ON ID AS. 

BOOK IV. 

The Argument. 

Leonidas riftng by break of day commands a Icdy of 
Arcadians, with the The f plans, and Plataans to be 
drawn out for battle in that part of Tbermopyl€e, 
njubicb lay under* ibe Phocian wally from whence be 
harangues them. The enemy approaches. Diomedon_ 
kills Tigranes infingle c&mbat. Both armies join 
battle, Ditbyrambus kills Phraortes. The Perjians, 
entirely defeated, are purfued with great flaugbter 
by Diomedon and Ditbyrambus to the extremity of 
the pafs. The Grecian commanders after the purfuit 
retire for refrejbment to a cave in the fide of mount 
Oeta, Leonidas recals them to the camp, and fends 
down frejb forces, Diomedon, and Ditbyrambus, with 
the Plataans are permitted to continue in the field. 
By the advice of Diomedon the Grecians advance to 
the broadefi part oj Thermopyla, where they form a 
line of thirty in depth, conftfiing of the Plataans, 
Mantineans, Tegaans, Thebans, Corinthians, Pblia- 
fans, and Myceneeans. The attack is renewed with 
great violence by Hyperantbes, Ahrocomes, and the 
principal Perfian leaders at the bead of fome chofen 
troops. 

LACONIA'$ 
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»aoit IV: 



*^^-*^ Wh«tnibu»jto AlphftuB., Froi|iArq^d^*e 

bands 
Sele^ a tfaooTand Tpears, To diefe Wite 
Thq Th^fpiaruand Pla^siafis* Range their Iine% 
before the wall^, which fortifies^tjic pafs: S 

There clofe^imbodied will their might rcpulfc 
The num'rous foe. Olfedient to his will^ 
Th' appointed legions iObing fronft tbeic teals 

With 
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With deep'f^Jig^nks,LiQ0«]disrioctofife^.. 
SMp^ound Iteb mmacdacui 1»« :ftoffmy;i»Mi Mi 

The wiodaaflenMBii.fb^tt likrAhiodi^ 
When i£«iq^fibid»ionii hisidreii^Qommtn^ 
Tofwell thaouHO^ o^lMY.'WMttihqlaitilsdd^fiifip^. 
Or bend jifae fereft fa>Qft the mottBtaiii?lbffr«.. 
^Xbe chiefl of* SpaM: (fom A&TBmfsaA^tih^i^t t% 
Thus tO'^ fi(^dhcilift'iitsig-hDft.itdBiii^ 

Your wives,. pur-QflEspruig^ joimf^Ui&nillfifiM^ 
Your fWicra, c»8*toy^. liteity^ aoibhuwyi 
^%ive fent yoikhitiitfl^ ffonenyouo i^Anpi^igjif 9W 

yersViatheiarloiis.diici{iitne\Q£ Macs,. 
Laborious^ adivQ^mtttQiisVbraiBSy. aodsf 06%. . 
To mafeeh; yoits. valxMif miill ](;QoU«Lfo« 
Ir war UjoAalfu^. natust's^baiafl dro&t, 
7he foc{s.o£ ailjiilifitp aiui'woctb,. Z%^ 

Andtheacea»pQmEQh?s.fl3efeeBflr}r&ar«S4; • 
Withi|iiriU:hvokp bgeffrrioade aodwanfr^ 
With limhscelav^dbj^flodi,^ ^dwantoflrfta% 

WilA: 
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Witli minds debauch*d by vicc5, unlnlpir'd 
Bjr^l^ th' lifdearingeares in free-born hearts^ 30 
Who cold and droo[Mng fight without a caufe^. 
To whoni defeat is. neither grief, norfhame^ 
Who leek no^fruit from vi^ry, but fpoik 
Thefe ar« theflow'rof Afia's hpftL The reft; 
Who fill their boafted numbers^ are axroudi 55 ' 
Forc'd^ from their dwellings tp the bloody fields 
Kjom. whom till now with jealous care tbeir lonk 
Has flitl withheld the inftniihenb of^ war^ 
Thefe are the people taught with patient, griefs 
To bear the. rapine, cruelty, and^fpurni, 40 

Of Xerxes* mercenary band^> and piiiO' 
Infervitude to flaves. With terrouip founds ^ ^ 
The trumpet's clangor in tlieir tpembting ears*. 
Unwonted loads, the buckler and the lance 
Their hands fuftain .ihcumber'd,^ and^ prefen^ 4$ 
The mockery of war. — ^Bul cvVy eye 
Flames^withimpatient ardour, and your breail's 
Too long their, fwelling fpirit have confined*. 
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Go then, ye fotts 6f liberty, and'fWecp • 
Thefe bonflmen firbm the field, Re(iftUfs reiid ^o 
The ]glitt'ring ilandard from^Kcir f^trvite bftlids. - % 
Harl'to the ground therr igtioflfiiaidtia heaA^' - '><i A , 
The warriours helm profening. Thttik tht flljRte$ 
Of your foTefkthefs resr their facrecl brow^ 
' Here to enjoy ihe glory rf their fei»: • ^' t'« ■ ^5 

He fpake. Lo^d Paeans \mt&ft6m MnYxbhsA/ 
Wifti 'fierce Tepty urniumber'd lllouts afccnd 
Prom iioftile nations thronglfigdoven the pa& 
'SuohSthcTOarof iEtna, when faer-mcmtli' 
Difplodes combuJllon frotn her falph'roo^ depths, t^ 
And blafk the fmiiesoT Nature, Datmtkfs Hood 
In deep mray before the PHocian waB 
The Greefc cltffc-wedg'd v/Oh implicated thield% ' 
And fpears protended, like the graceful range • 
Of ardubus elitis, whbfe interwoven boughs €5 
Before fome rural palace -wide e^ahd 
:Their venerable umbrage to rirtard * 

The North's impetuous wing. Ai o'er t!jfe Ytfain 

In 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



iig pU BtO N M>-ArS. tBooUV. 

Inlticid row* «hirrifii|g wavestrcAeft 

And fcjitOsr^fplofMovr-MrtltA^^ci^fliW 

Their luw^tf^ iMder- lhi)mJ|w. tliMatfiSog. lanee^ 
> And frowtts tl^ifitto^. tBUriUflg^firmiJii&^^uik rj^ 

I)iMidW^rMHMbnirftif^f^t^4 : . f J^ 
Th'iiilpeitfd^l^fiMi^ 'I4raettUBel^Jbiidly.eiiU9 
Their eht^ »i;f|^F«i«$>v«Aom jie th^sj^s. 
Nowtkoih«)rt4net»-Barbauasr. ^ouldildlpl^lrQl^e 
..Tb7''a£Uoas^qualtothyvaunt^*oommmd - /f(^ 
7hytropps4o>haUj while^hou and I epg^^ 
TtCR AKE9 turning to^he t'eirfiansfpaktf* 
My FfiAdh*asid4bldi/ers^ <:heck.yoanardentjlialle> 
WbiU my ilrong lanceryonGrecian^s ptide. confounds^, 
HEceasM. In dreiidfol-oppofitlon now* -^S 

£ach combatantadvanc'd. With£newy JUnd 
They gripe thcif ,ff ear$ ^iigh^b(raBdilhi'd^T^ica4heJr 
dcove 

With 
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>5rithweiH:dk'ea*rffbtte-ftrelJtttet«f*«el 
Atchher'sfet6atr*lM4:hTteetftd!^%ddd^apet • 

His jk^elin'rtvtts in ftie ©t*6tfaii't4i'ge. 
AiBdc Didtfiea<5n1dcHties, tttdHlhtiirt 
Approachte^'flite. '^I'httfilteirittlfaTflfift • -*^ 
Bndaontcsi fitthttidtts. ^s forftkCnfemre • '^j 
Befidc Wm^Sft, tfis'ftliW6Trtle(liiifceatlis; 
The blade tf^fcfehdltlg on Tlgranes^c^ftti^ 
TThat inttant f!rugglh1^*tdti*e^'his'Vp«A5 
Th^fhiWitigllailddiflHtfrs. ^?kle^tg^t 
' Vnmans tRe* Perfian/V^liiie* iik iftitefoc ^ lt>0 

Full oa his neck ^fcharg^d the rAprdYword, 
And opdh'A'wide the^i*ple'gatfes of life. 
Low finks Tigrattes Intt^m^VthMt ; 
The coiiqufefTOt beftfides the^j^dflfrate dead> 
^ T?hen in the ddtred.rihglets of thehdr ' 105 

' ftis h^iidlntwihlhg'frottl'the btee JInp: frtink 
The head disjdift'd,*^ttd\«rfairlM WhhfU'dtfeilt^^ 

Amid 
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Amid thehoftile numbers : All with dread 
Recoil, where'er the ghafHy vifage flew 
.In fangqine circles, and purAiM its track no 

Of horrour through the air. Not lefs amazM 
A barbarous nation^ whom the ohearful dawn 
Of fcience ne'er illumined, view on Jiigh 
A metjeor waving with portentous blaze^ 
Where oft, as fuperilition vainly dreams, - x 15 
Some daemon (ks amid the baneful fires^ 
DSTperHng plagues and defolation round*. 
A while the ilern Diomedon remains 
Triumphant o'er the dire difmay, which froze 
The hearts of Perfia, then with haughty port, i eo 
And fullen joy among his gladibme friends 
Refumes his ftation« Still the Afian bands 
With confternation motiotilefs behold 
Their fees with terrour, and fufpend the fight ; < 
When thus Phraortes animates their breads. 125 
Heav'ns! can one leader's death appal this hoft, 
Whi^h counts a train of monirehs for 4t6 chiefs ! 

^Behold 
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Behold Phraortcs ! from Imaiis' ridge 
I draw my fubjcS files. Wkh hardy toil 
•I through the pathlefs foreft have explored 13a 

The tiger's cavern. -This unconquer'd arm 
Hath from the lion rent the fliaggy fpoil. 
So through this field of flaught^r will I chafe 
Yon vaunting Greek with ruin on his head 
For great Tigranes flain. His words revive .i 3^ 
The flame of valour through the drooping van. 
Then on the rear he brandifhes his lance. 
Before hkn Ihrink th' afirighted croud> and roll 
Their numbers headlong on the Grecian fleel 
With loofe arrangement, and uncertain feet. 140 
Thus with his trident ocean's angry God 
From its vaft bottom turns the hideous mafs 
Of waters upwan), and overwhelms the beach. " 
Terrific ftood the fierce Plataean chief 
.Amid the Grecian van. His ample targe, 145 

Like- a {Irong bulwark, prominent he rais'd 
Before the line. There thunder 'd all the ftorm 

F Of 
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Of darts and sirows. Hk undaunted troia . 

With emulating ardour charge tJie ioc. 

Where'er they turn the fermidaUe fpears, 150 

Which drench'tl the gfcbe of Marathon mth gorc^ 

The Perfians heap the fitm. Diomedoa 

Leads on the flavtghter • From hk nodding creft 

The fable plumes fhodk terrdur. Afia*s hsmis 

AR ihudffer backward vk the drea^ul b^ams 1 55 

Of that unconquerable fwofd, M4iich fdU 

With lightntng^s fwiftneie^oWllieir tfembUii^ headi^ 

And reeking fiiU with flata Tigranes* Uood 

Their fhatterM ranks u'erturns. The furioas chieF 

Incompafs'ti round Vith carnage, «nd befmear'd i6^ 

With fangume drops, inflames his warlike friends. 

O Dtthtrambcs ! let thy dee4s this daj> . 
Surmount their wonted luftre t Thou in arms, 
Demophilus, worn grey, thy yout-h recal! 
Behold thefe flaves without refiftance bleed. itfj 
Advance, my ancient friend. Propitious Fame 

Smiles 
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Smiles oil tli}^ years, atid ^ii^a thy aged band 
To pluck freflijflwiireb fortby hoiJow'd brow, 

As^ when hAiald mKk PrdmothesAi beat, 
Ste moltdiicbgir ftQ)ir!d$; wtttifoddet^^arimib 170 
So gloWs die Toierable Thefpt^'a agc^ 
With new^bbrn vigattr CT^ry fihew fwreilfc 
His falchion fhadd'Eaii^ on Ckfx^im$l Mm . 
The fiorehsead. clovsci £d)iatasiar feo ^ar . 
Sent forth CherafoMs. From her {K>tei«t gaites 179 
V Ue proud in> faopahar [w^ttmmg nttmben led^ 
I With Aiiscds and Pettceftesjwa'd^ . . 
His martial brothersy Tbsf atttiildhiadoom 
By Dithyrambus foird. Tbeir hoary Sn 
Shall o^er his fiditary palace jx>am, 1 8d 

^ Lamenting loud ht& childlcfi yearSt andcur& 
Ambition'&liiKy.^ and the Inftcf, lyar, . 
Then pinii^g bow trttb angiuiih to the grave. 
Next byrtfie fiencc PlatdBaa's mat^hlert fsrord 
pspires Damatet^ once the hdl'and Friend 185 
Of fairo TigF^iw ; lorn that day he join'd^ 

Fa And 
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And left his native bands. Of Syrian birtk 

In Daphne he refided near the grove^ 

IVhofe hofpitabte laurels in tlieir ihade 

Concesd'd the virgin fugitiire, that fcornM rg6 

Th* embrace«of Phcebus ; ' Tiither flie repair'd 

Far from her parent ftrearo^ in fables feignU 

Herfelf a laurel to ihave-rear'd lier hcafl 

With verdant Uoom m thas retreat, the '^ove 

Of Daphne caliy, the feat of rural blifs, 195 

Fan'd by the wing of zephyrs, arid with rills 

Of bubbling founts irriguous, Syria's boafty*. 

And happy rival of Thcffidia''s vale; . 

Now hid for ever from Damates' eyes. 

Nor with unaSive ^ears th' Arcadians Aood. !200 

Gigantic Ciomasunrefifted prefs'd 

The yielding Perfians, who before hi?n funk, 

Crudi'd like vile flubble underneath the fieps 

Of fomie glad hind, wiio vifits o'er, the plam 

Hisnew-flioriiharvfeft. With a fearicfs^e i . 205 

Phraortcs faw the general rout. He fprung. / .. . 

O'er 
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Cier hills of carnage to confront the Greeks^ 
Reproaching thus his own inglorious friends. 

Fly then^ ye cowards, and'defert your chief; 
Yet fingle here my falchion AM oppoTe t lo 

The might of tftoufands* Raging thus, he drove 
The deathfol fteel through Ariftander's breads 
HimDithyrambu^lov'd, a (acred bard 
Rcvcr'd for juflice^ for his verfe renown'dV 
Which fungtbedeedd of heroes^ thofe who fell, 215 
Opthofe, whe conquered in their country's caufe, *^ 
Th* inraptur'd foul infpiriDg with thethir(t .^ 

Of glery won by virtue.. His high ftrain 
The Muf«s^ favoured from their neighboring groves. 
And blefsM with heavenly melody his lyre. 220 

No more from Thefpia fliall his feet afcend 
The (hady ftcep of Helicon. No more 
The ftrcaim divide of Aganippe's foynlr 
His tunefal lipihall nKoiften^ nor his handi 
Prefent their offerings in the Mufcs' bowV, 225 

The proftrate (hield and unforfaken lance 

F J Now 
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Now htjAy grafpiiig, never iiK^Fe (o (well 

His lofty numbers oft the fouiHlilig ^IriDg. 

Lo ! Pithyf ambm w^ep^, ^AmWthfr^ 

Q( war and conqueft ^ fwift-guflung tear ^30 

F\b^ one fad moment's interval to fall 

On hii pale frieiii But fc>o^ (he viSor proves 

His fierce revenge. Thfo^igb IbieM i^nd c'orfelet 

plunged. 
His fucipua javelin tore thtt Perfian's cheft. 
Pbraortes finks, nor yet eKpiring» fees ^35 

With indignation Perfia^s myriads fly. 
Swift through their broken. legiQps, fide by fide, 
Urg*d by the voice ef ViSory and Famej 
Diomedoaand Ditk^raoobtts t^d. 
So^ where Al^b^oa heard th^ rattling car^ 240 
And foundii^ hoofii- along his echoing banka^' 
Two gen'rous covrfers linked in mutoal Feina 
With equal fpeed and aadoiir beat the duA 
To reach fhe glories el th* Olympic goal. 

This 
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This from bis UiStf cbwbt Xerxea &w. . 245 
He faw his jiumb€lr9 p^yrinj^ &Dn» the (Ij-aiits 
In crouded fiigbe, fbea ijpreslding o'er the fields 
All broke and fcatttr'd ; »s a riter burfts. 
ImpetQovs Cront its- fotmtai», f hen expands. 
Its limpid fucface o*er the paftures broad.^ 2s<> 

7)tfice fbrted from hb (eat th' aftoniih^d kiiig» 
Shame^ fear, and indignation rend his breads 
As mki irrefiAfUe w<re Hear 
To overwhelm his miirionsw . Halte (lie caUs^ 
To Hyperan tbe^)' hoiSk smi mttt tlie Greeksji. 2^ 
Tiieir darbg ragie and infoience repet^ 
And from difilonotif vindi€ate.oar name. 

The godlike Hyperamhes^ through the tenia 
Obedient tD/ay^s*. Deliberate and brave 
Each a^ive ptiiice he fommons, and with care 260 
ColkSs the hardieA troops. Arouad him< foou 
Ijinumerable ja^velins flame. His voice 
Demands attention^ wheabe t]uis.be^an. 

F 4 Now 
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Now, friends, divide, and form two equal bands* 
One with the great Abrocomes, with me, 265 

With Intaphernesi and Hydarnes bold. 
With Mindus and Pandates (hall advance. 
And fnatch this fliort-liv'd viftory from Greece. 
You Abradates with Pharnuchus join'd, 
Orontes, and Mazseus, keep the reft 27a 

Imbattel'd ready to impart their aid, 
Shou'd envious Fate exhauft our numVous ranks; 
For, O great, Mithra, may thy radiant eye 
-Ne'er fee us, yielding to ignoble flightji 
The Perfian fame diihonour, and the praife 275 
Of our renown'd progenitors, who led 
By Cyrus gave a monarch to the world. 
Think, O ye princes, •flow'r of Aiia's realms^ 
What endlefs infamy will blaft your names. 
Should Greece, that narrow portion of the globe, 280 
Your arms defy ; when Babylon hath low'r'd 
Its towVing head, when Lydia*s pride is quell'd. 
And from Eebatana its empire torn. 

Think 
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Think top, ye warlike bands, our army's boaft. 
What deeda are aftM from your fuperiourfwordsjjSj 
You, who our monarch's largeft bounty (hare,. 
You, , to whofe faith and valour he; commits 
Himfcify his queens, his realms, and now his fame. 

WHitE.Hyp,erantbes marihail'd thus his hoft, 
Faraith!extremdl.limit,o£.the paft>: 290 

Diomedon:and Di(th]^rambus hung:^ 
Upon the rear of Perfia: Now they turni 
Vifitorious,, ftriding o'er th' impurpled heaps.^ 
Of arms,^ and mangled • dead,^ themfclves with 

gore. 
Diftain'd ; like two grim tigers, who have forc'd apj 
A nightly manfion on the defart rais'd 
By fome lone-waitdring traveller,, and dy'd 
With human (laughter through the foreflr deep ' 
Back to their covert's dreary gloom retire. 
Sq pafs'd thefe heroes o'er the crimfon rock, 300 
- Approaching -now, wherie gafping on his (hield 
Phraortcs lay recumbent. . Thefpia's you th 

F 5 Ad- 
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Advaocing, tbus hU gea*rous (but oxprefs'ct 

Liv'sT tiiou^ bpa^ Pbpfian ? By propitious jove^ 
From wbom. the pleafiiig fenfo of mercy fl^aws 305 
Through mortal bofotns^ left my foul rejolG^dj 
When Fortune gav^ the vifkory before 
Than now to ralfe tliee from thU fieldqf death. 
' The dying priiice bis tangoid fight tincIos'd> 
And thus with trei^bUiiglips^ Vai&nAan^ forbear 3T0 
To proflFcr- me, what fbon thyfelf mufl crave. 
The day i« now ex*f nguifl^'d in thefe orbs, 
Kbr fhall my heart beat longer than to fcorn 
•^Thy mercy, Grecian ; then refign to fate. 

He ceas'd. The great, and haughty fpirit fled, ^r $ 
Demophilus drew nigh. The hoary chitf 
Long o'er Pbraorteg* corfe his head-inclin'd, 
Poiz'tj on his lance, and thus addrefs'd the ftain^ 

Alas ! how glorious were that bleeding breafl:> 
Had Juftice giv'n the buckler to thy arm, 320 

And to preferve a people bade thee die ! 
Who now ihall mourn thee ! Thy Ungrateful kiftg 

Will 
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Will fooi> forget thy worth. For the« no tear» 

Among thy native countrymen fliall tell 

Tbe public for row ^ what to them avail'd 3 rv^^ 

Thy might and diuntkfs fpirit? Not to guard 

Their wives- and oflfepring fron> the %oil of war. 

Not from their walfe repel the hoftile blaze,- 

Nordefokrtion from thei-f fruitful fields. 

But to extend opprcffiondidfl? thou fall ; ; 3y> 

Perhaps with inborn virtues in thy hearty 

Which, but thy angry deflSny forbade, . 

Byr freedom chcrifliTd. might have blefs'd mankind. 

Ail-bounteous Nature ! thy impartial laws 

To no fcleflted'xace of men confine 3-35 

The fenfe of glbcy, , (brtitude,. and alt ^ . 

The nobler paffions, which. infpire the mind, 

Aiid' render life illuftrioua » Thrfe thou plant'*; 

In ev'ry feiU. But freedom,, like the fun> 

Mull warm.the generous feed^. By her atone 340 

They bfoom andflourife ; whilfe oppreffion Wafts- 

The lender virtues : hence afpurioua growth, 

Falfe 
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FaHe honour, favage valour taint the fouI« 

And wild ambition : hence rapacious pow'r 

The ravagM earth unpeoples, and the brave, 345 

A feaft for dogs, beflrew th' infanguinM plain. 

He faid. Around the venerable man 
The Grecians throngM attentive. Conqueft hufh'd 
It's joyful tranfports. O'er the horrid field. 
Late the rude fcene of tumult, all was calm. 350 
So, when the fong of Thracian Orpheus drew 
To Hebrus' margin from their dreary feats 
The favage race, which Hiaemus wrapt in clouds, 
Pangaeus cold, and Rhodopeian fnows 
In blood and difcord nurs'd ; the foothing ftrain 35 5 
FlowM with enchantment through their ravifliM 

cars: 
Their |ierceneft melted, and ama^'d they learnM 
'' The fgcred laws of juftice, which the bard 
N'ix'd with the mufickof his heav'nly firing. 

l^oj from the field of daughter far remote 360 
In Oeta's rugged fide had Nature clove 

A rocky 
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A rocky cavern. ThU with mofs (he fpread^ 

And o'er the entrance downward from the rooU 

She hung the (haggy trunks of branching firs 

Taheav'n'shot ray impervious. Fronxthe fides 365 

The vivid laurel fpread before the fwn 

Its broad and glittering foliage; and^ above^ 

The hill was darkeriM with a. folemn ihade 

Caft from the fable cyprefs. This retreat,. 

Cool as the grot of Thetis, hid beneath 370 

The vaulted ocean, with the murmVing found 

Of waters trickling from the riven (lone 

The Grecian leaders to its gloom invites. 

Their helms they loofen from their glowing, cheeks. 

Againft the rock their bucklers they repofe. 375 

Propt on their fpears they flood,, when Agis thus. 

Sent by Leonidas, acco(is the chiefs. . 

O EVER-WORTHY of undying names! — 
Leonidas recals you from your toil. 
Which has already fill'd our mouths with pratfe,38o 
Our eyes with wondtr, that from yonder towV 

Oil 
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©n youf unequall'd deeds irceflant gaz'd. 

Tt) whom die bold Diomedon retiirn'4 
Co, Agis, fay to Lacedaemon's kVi^g, 
As yet untif^d my hand can poize thefpear, 385- 
Nor 'hangs the buclder heavy on my arm. 
And fliaHl then retire ? And once again 
Shall not the fun/ before he fink, behold! 
Thcflaves of Xerxes tremble at my lance; 

To him. the Thefpian youth. My friend apd- 
guide 59P' 

To noble aflions, fihce thy generous mind 
Intent on fame difdains to reft, O grant,, 
J too thy glorious labours may partake, 
And learn once more to imitate thy deeds. 
Thou^ genileflr Agi8> Sparta's chief,, intreat 395: 
Not to command us from the field of war. 

Then interposed Demophilus. Ofriend^. 
And thou, lov'd ofFspring of the deareft man. 
Who doft reftore my brother to my eyes, 
My foul your magnanimity applauds. 400 

But, 
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Bu^ O refied> t^at unabatiag toit 
S»&4iies the mightiefl; V^pw then- wrll (igb> 
'When the weak hand obeys the heart no mote* 
Yet IdecUping with the weight of years 
Wilt not s^ga a Kieafiire to your ftrength j 405 

If ftill you find yoiw Yigeur undecay'd^ 
SMy and augnaent your gbry. So, when rime 
Your b€«Kfe fiiatt whiten, andyoitr feeble arms 
Roaad ^e high temple's peaceful vault have 

hung . 
Their confecraled fliieMa, yotir nalfve faid^ *4iO 
Shall then with honours doubled on your age ' ' 
Requite thcgen'rous labours of your prime. 
So fpake the Senior, and forfook the cave. 

Now fronl the bubbling fpring t)iomedon 
Receives, the waters Tn his concave helm ; 41 5 

And thus addrefsM the genius of the flood. 

Whoe'er thou art, whofe deity prefides 
O'er this fair fountain, bounteous are thy dreams | 
Though ill Ihal'l' I repay thee : for again ' 

Will 
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Will I this day pollute thy filver wave,^ . 420 

Which, mix'd with gpre. Ihalk tinge ,the Maliaa 
furge.. 

So faying from his brimming cia(k he quaflF'd 
The clear, refrefliing moifture. , Thus repairs^. 
The fpotted panther to Hydafpes' fide,; 
Or eaftem Indus, feafted with the hlood, 425 

Of fome torn d^r^ which nigh his crf*fel grafp - 
Had roam'd unheeding through the fecret.grove : 
Rapacious o*cr the humid brink he. ftoops. 
And in thoL gure and fluid cryflal cools^^ 
His reeking jaws.. The Tbefpiaa warxiour here. 439 

See, valiant friend^ Lepnidas hath fill'i. 
The pafs with freih battalions. O furvey, 
Yon line of plumed helms, and^^itt'ringfhields. 
Which emulate thejnidwday fun. What joy! 
What ardent hope enlightens ev'ry face! 435 

O let us wait no longer,, left they cry, 
Our w.aried limbs retard, us. Letus arm, 
And take our ftation in the glorious- van. 

Thus 
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Thus Dithyrambus. The Plataean chief 
Approves the counfel, and refumes his arms* 440 
Them as a fplendid recompence he bore 
From grateful Athens, when hk conquering fword 
Her domes with great Mltiadcs redeemed 
From Afi^tic flames. . Th' iofculptur'd helm 
Now prefs'd his manly temples. From on high 445 
A fourfold plumage nodded, and, beneath, 
A golden dcagon with.effalgent fcales 
The gorgeous creft illumined. Ob his arm * 
Hs ihield he braced. Gorgoaian ferpents min'd 
Around the fp^cious verge. Within, the fonn 450 
Of Pallas,- martial goddefs, was^ imprefs'd. 
Low^ as her feet, the graceful tunic fiow'd. 
Betwixt two grifEns <mi her helmet fat 
A fphin^ with wings expanded, while the face 
Of dire Medufa on her bofom frown'd. 455 

One hand fupports her javelin, which confounds 
The pride of kings ; the other leads along 
A blooming virgin, ViQory, whofe brows ^ 

Acrowa 
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A crown incirck^ tourebihe prdcnta; 

But fron> hev fiicmlderB all facr .|>tufiies were Aorn^. 

With favoufM AtkcM ever now to rcfl^ 46 1: 

This, Afift'9 tefrcMr, cahismigjbty atfair 

Diomedon upreaf'd^ theft fnatcli'd Ua hnee^ 

And thustoDkhjTftmibMn.. Lo! jngrfiteod^ 

Alone of aU the G^eckins^ mba faftaia'd: 465 . 

The mormiig> bottle, dill unveaned ftand 

Platxa's fons, and welloDfKjf keep the fiehi» 

They, who endur'd theMar^^homfaib totl^ 

Then charge wtlh* ua. Aaii4 tim. fbcfiOMft caafe. 

Thy valour (ball be placM» and ihare*, tht&dE^it 47^ 

Conunand.anit honoor with Platara's chief. 

The heioceaa'd,, and b»m*td the Grecian vaa 
Strides with impetwna Otf^ Nor flow behind 
The hoaft of Thefpta» Kthymabui niov'd; 
liifee blooming Hecootes h% ceiieftial acmv 475; 

When lightly graceful with his feaiherM feet 
Along Scamander'a flow'ry verge he pafsM, 
^p aid th' iacens'd divintties^of Greece 

Againft 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



B6ok IV. L E O N r D A S. ajf 

\AgaiBft the Phrygian tow'rs. Witk eager Tpeed 
Tbe li€FOes (bon itt' imbatlkd Qrceks attainM> 48O 
To whetn ihe b^avtt Diameobn began. 

Not to cctetead, biK ^jiaiic[ttilh. are you come. 
And m the blood of Afgilivcs to ftaia 
Your lances uitoppovM. My-fricmdsjt befaoU, 
"Wkere fartheft fnMn the Maliaa gulf vcxapy^d 4% 
The crags, of Oeta left coofine the flraits t 
There let us bend txtendiog widfs o«r front. 
There wiib more ample icope may havock range. 

All with ail^t gate can The varibw handii 
Move on fucceffiTe. The Ptatataas firft 490^ 

Againft the rock are-flation'd To their bead 
Is Ditl^yrambua brought Exnttii^joy 
Diilends thmr hearts^ and'fiafhie&in their ey^eau 
Thanks to the great Diomisdoo, they cry,, 
Who to our tvoopa thia godlike hero joins. • 495 
H^ill Dithyrambtts. Haiti illiiftriou&chief« 
Well doft thoti merit to have reapM renown 
At Marathon. Amid the gloriou^^firool 

With 
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With confcious gladnefi^ Uuflungon his eheek 

The youth his poft aflumes. Atound him croud 5P4^ 

The hoary warriottrs^ their tainttfttber'd fcars^ 

Before his fight pref6nting^ and recount 

Their various dangers^ He their womids furveys* 

With veneration^ nor difdains to. hear 

^e of t-repeatedi taku From. Sparla'i^ king $0$ 

Returning^ A^shereLthfrcbiefs:addrefs!dj, 

^ i 
Leonidast permits fifa ftUl to brave; 

•'^ 
The boftite.Bumbersj. vrith PTatssaVbandJ^ 

If yet by toil onconquer'd. But I fee^ 

That all UQwearied.afk the promised fightw. - 510 

1^1! glorious veterans^ This fignal day 

May your vifbrious fvKOcds augment .the wreatbft 

Aroundyour venecafale browS) andLmake: 

Thermopylfls^ like MacaAen^ renown'd^ 

This faid^ he haftesB back. Meantime advanced 

TheMaDtixi&n,T)iophantiis brawi> . 51.6 

And Hegefander>. Tegeai?s dauntleis chiefs 

With all theic.troops. imbattled ;. by their fide 

The 
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The Thebans form ; to themtbeir^iative'files 
JAcmxon and Eupalamus unites 5 26 

Laft on the marjgin of the Milian bay 
Mycenae's youth yVriftobulus drew ; 
In one impenbtrable phalanx firetchM 
Acrofsthe-pafs. Widxdole-conneSed force 
Aniiundred warrioiirs forfnM th' expanded nmks> 5^5 
And thirty bucUers ev'ry fife cbndeiis'd. 
In ftrong refcrve Diffneccs behind 
Difpos'd die Spartans, and the Locrian line. ^ 
There too with Marbn Alpheus daunilefs floods 
,<Vnd godlike Ages. There Mtgiftias plac*d ^ 536 
His bloonatng heir, and thtis bis valour fires. . 

O Men Ai^ippvs ! bom of foreign race^ 
Yet by thcfe heroes not unworthy deemed 
With them to ^k^t for Sparta i lo ! the hour 
bxome, n^ foa, to fhew thy genVous heart ; ' 535 
That not with thee the buckler andthe ^ear 
Are ill intrufied toimaijitain a cade : • 'x 
So i^reat and facred. O remember well^ 

Leonid is 
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Leonidas on joader bulwark ftands^ 

Who all the war conteiD^fecs^ and dlfcemft 546 

The bold and feirAiL O pcopitidos hcET^Al 

Grant me to hear LeMidas thiaday 

Applaud my (an, and let KdEsgiftias die t 

Whilx thai he fpd»^ the aidmatcd ibid 
Of Menlippiisihiigglii^in'hislireaft . 54$ 

Demands the fight. This (inw the tender firc» 
And thus with tears rejoined* Remonrdxr toflr 
Thy father fees Ugr daoget. (%! my child I 
To me thy hoaour as to theeis dear; 
Yet court aot death I By ail thy filial kyve^ 5 $# 

By all my cares and fiondneik I implore I 
Amid the combat^ or the warmpuffuit^ 
Still by the. wife Dieneces alndes 
His prodentvaloiicktiows t&'ioaierritig pzAt$ 
Of glory^.he wiingitideihyputh&ilftep& 55$: 
This faid,. , tp Sparta's leader he cetirei. 

Now are the enemies defdriedi Tfievaii 

Abto* 
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Abrocomes aad Hy|»ranthes led. 
Witli them PftRdates^ Intaphernes prend, 
Hydarnes, Mindus. Violeat their mareh . j^ 
With (bcmdiB^ feotfi:^ fwept the (lony wty. 
So« where th' unequal globe in mountains fwells^ 
A river pourslts thund'ring furge between 
*rhe fteep^ereSed cliffs; tumultuous roll 
The torrents burfting o'er the pointed crags ; 5 65 
The. mountains roar, the marble <:hannel foam s. 
With Vinous arifts th' intrepid Greeks withlland 
The dire encounter. Soon th' impetuous fliock 
Of thoufands and of myriads fhakes the grounds % 
Stupendous fceneof terroart Under hills^ 579 

Whofe nodding fummits vaulted o^er their heads^ 
In unexiinguifliable fury joined 
The dreadful coflfliS. With inverted trunks. 
Obliquely bending from the ihagged ridge> 
The fylvan horrours ovcrfliade the fight. 575 

The flirill-mouth'd trumpet, and the deep tun'd 
horn, 

Mix'd 
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MixM with the craih of intcrimnglihg fpcars. 
The clangiogihields^ and war's difcbrdant fliouts 
Awake the echoes through the neighboring groves ; 
And rocks and ihores return the hideous found. 580 

End or the FotrnTH Book^ 
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B O O K V. 

The Argument. 

Hyperantbes difconttnuing the fight ^ nubile be waits for 
reinforcement Sy Teribazuf^a Perftany remarkable for 
bis merit and learnings and bigbly beloved by Hy- 
per antbe^t but unbappy in bis paffton for Ariana^ a 
daughter of Darius y advances from the refi of the 
army to the re f cue of a friend in diflrefsy who lay 
wounded on the field of battle. Teribazusy is at* 
tacVd by Diopbantusy tbe Mantineany wbom be over- 
cgmes, then engaging with Ditbyrambusy is bimfelf 
Jlain. Hyperantbes bafiens to bisfuccour. A gene- 
ral battle enfues, Hyperantbes and AbrocomeSy part- 
ly by their own valoury and partly by the perfidy of 
the ThebanSy who defert the liney being on the point 
of forcing the GrecianSy are repulsed by the Laceda* 
monians, Hyperantbes compofs afeleh body out of 
the Ferftanfiandin^ forces^ and making an improve^ 
ment in their difcipline rene^vs the attack *y upon 
which Leonidas changes the difpafition of his atmy, 
Hyperantbes and the ablefl Perjian generals are dri" 
ven out of tbe fieldy and federal thoufands of the 
Barbarians^ circumvented in the pafsy are 'entirely 
dejlrofd* 

G AMID 
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[MID the van of PcrCa Uras a youth 
V? NamM TeribazUs, not for golden ftores^ 
alLMAjMf j^Qt for wide paftures travers'd o^r with 

herds, 
IVlth bleating thoufands, orivith bounding fteeds, 
Nor yet for powV, nor fplendid honours famM. 5 
Rich washis mind in ev'ry art divine. 
And through the paths of fcience had he walk'd 
The votary of wifdom. In the years. 
When tender down invefls the ruddy cheek. 

He 
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He with the Magi turnM the hallo w'd page lo 

Of Zoroaftres ; then his tow'ring foul 
High on the plumes of contemplation foar'd. 
And from the lofty Babylonian fane 
With learn'd Chaldaeans trac'd themyftic fphcrc; 
There number'd o'er the vivid fires, that gleam 15 
Upon the dufky'bofom of the night. 
Nor on the fands of Ganges were unheard 
The Indian fages, from fcquefter'd bow'rs; 
While, as attention wondered, they difclos'd 
The powVs of nature ; whether in the woods, 20 
The fruitful gtebe, or flowV, or healing plantj^ 
. The limpid waters, or the ambient air. 
Or in the purer element of fire. 
The fertile plains, where great Sefoftrls reign'd, 
Myfterious JEgfpt nelt the youth furvey'd, aj 

From Elephantis, where impetuous Nile 
Precipitates his waters, to the fea. 
Which far below receives the fev'n-fold ftreami 
Thence o'er th* Ionic coaft he ftray'd, norpafsM 

G z Miletus 
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Miletus by^ which once inrapturM heard 30 

The tongue of Thales^ nor Priene's walls. 

Where Wifdom dwdt with Bias, nor the fett 

Of Prttacus along the I^(bian fhore. 

flere too melodious numbers charmed bisear^ 

Which flow'd from Oi;pheu$, and Mufxus oH, 35 

And thee, O father of immortal yerre, 

Msonideii, whofe drains through' ev*iy agt 

Time with his own eternal lip Ihall fmg. 

Back to his native Sufa then he turnM 

Bis wandring fteps. His merit fooa wac dear jp> 

To Hyperanthes generous and good* 

And Ariana from Darius fprung 

With Hyperanthes, of th* imperial race. 

Which rul'd th' extent of AGa, in difdain 

Of all her greatnefs oft an humble ear 45 

To him would bend> and liften to his voice. 

Her charms, her mind, hef virtue he explorM 

Admiring. Soon was admiration chang'd 

To love, nor IbvM he fooner, than defpairM. 

But 
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But unrevealM and filcnt was his pain j 50 

Nor yet in folitary ihades he roam'd. 

Nor fliiuiM refort : but o'er his forrows ciaft 

A iicktj dawn of gtadnefs^ and in fmiles 

Conceal'd his anguifli; while the fecret flame 

Rag'd in his boibm^ and its peace confumM ;. 55 

His heart (till brooding o'er thefe mournfial thoughts. 

Cah I,, O wifdom, feek relief from thee^ 
"^ho doft approve my paflSon ? Fro m the pow V 
Of bcaoty only thoa would'il guard my heart- 
But here thyfelf art charm'd, where foftnefs, 
grace^ to 

And ev*ry i^irtue dignify defire ;. 
Yet thus to love defpairingi* to prove. 
The (harpifcft forrow, which relentlefs Fate 
Can from her ftore of woes infli£t on life; 
But doft not thou this moment warn my fou) 65 

To fly tjie fatal charmer ? Da I^paufe? 
Back to the wife-Qialdseaits will I go. 
Or wander on. the Ganges ; where to heav'n 

G 3 With 

'- r Digitized by Google 



150 LEON ID AS. BookV- 

"With thee my elevated foul (hall tour. 

With thee the fecrets of the earth unveil, 70 

There no tumultuous paffion fliaU moleft 

My tranquil hours, and ev'ry thought be calm* ' 

O wretched Teribazus ! allconrpires 

A^ainft thy peace. Our mighty lord prepares 

To overwhelm the Grecians. EvVy youth 75 

Attends the war^ and I, who late have poi^'d 

With no inglorious arm' the foldier*s lance, 

And near the fide of Hyperanthes fought, 

Mud join the throng. How therefore can I fly 

From Ariana ! who with Afia's queens 8^ 

The fplendid camp of Xerxes will adorn. 

Then be It fo. Again I will adore 

Her gentle virtue. Her delightful tongue. 

Her graceful fweetnefs (hall again diflFufe 

Refiftlefs magic through my ravi(h'd heart; 85 

And thus when love with double rageinflam'd 

Swells :o diftraflion in my tortured breaft. 
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Then But in vain through darknefs do I fearclv. 

My htti defpair and fortune be my guides. 

The hour arriv'd, . when Xerxes firft advanc'd 90 
His arms from Sufa*s gates. The Perfian dames 
(So were ajccuftomM all the eaftern fair). 
In fumptuoua cars accompanied his march ; , 
And A^ana^rac'd the beauteous train. 
From-inorn till ev'nlng Tcribazus guards.. 93 

Her paffing Fh«els i his arm her weight fuftains 
With tremhUng pleafure often, as (he mounts 
Th* imperial ^chariot ; his aiTiduous hand.. 
From each pure fountain wafts the living flood r- 
Nor feldom by the fair-one's fof t command 1 00 ) 

Would he repofe him at her feet reclin'd. 
While o'er his lips her lovely forehead bow'd 
Won with his grateful eloquence, that footh'd 
With fweet variety the tedious march. 
Beguiling time. He too would then forget 10 j 
His cares a while, in raptures vain intranc'd, 
Delufion all, and fleeting rays of joy 

G 4 Soon 
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Soon overcaft with more intenfe defpair ; 
Like wintry cfouds, which opening for a time 
Tinge their black ikirts with fcatter'd beams of 
day; no 

Then fwiftly clofing, on the brows of Morn 
Condenfe their horrours^ and in thickeft gloom 
The ruddy beauty veil. Such woes opprefsM 
The Pcrfian's heart, not foftcnM ; for this day 
His daring valour from the bleeding van 115 

OpposM the frown of adamantine Mars. 
With no tiara were his teniples bound. 
The flender lance of Afia he difdain'd. 
And her light target. Eminent he niovM 
In Grecian arms the wonder of his foes. 120 

Among th' lonians had his ftreniious limbs 
In war been praQis^d. A refplendent calk 
Flam'd on his head. Befote his face and cheft 
Down to the knees his ample fhteld was fpread. 
A pond'rous a(h with fkilful hands he grafp'd. 125 
Thus arm'd, tremendous in the front he ftood. 

Beneath 
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Beneath his might two bold Phliafians dledi. 
And three Tegeans, whofe indignant chiefs 
Bravie Hcgefanrfer, vengeance breath'd in vain 
With ftrcaming wounds ropufs'd. Thus far un- 
match'd 130 

His ftrength prevatl'd, when Hyperanthcs* voice 
Recaird his fainting legionai Now each band 
Their languid courage reinforcM with reft. 
Mean time with Teribazus thus confer'd 
The godlike prince. Thou much-deferving youth ! 
O had thy deeds with emulation warmM 136 

The frozen hearts of Perfia, Greece had wept 
Her proftrate ranks, not triumphed in our ihame ; 
Relaxing noW the wearied fight I wait. 
Till from the camp with Abradates ftrong . 140 
The brave Pharnuchus and Mazscus move. 
And with frefli powVs renew the drooping war. 
For fince furpafsM in valour, we muft wafte 
By endlefs numbers, and continual toil 
The matchlefs ardour of our gallant foes. 145 

G 5 Hb 
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He faid. ImmcrsM in fadiiefs fcarce replied. 
But to bichfelf thus plainM the am'rous youth. 

Still do I languifli mourning o'er the fame. 
My arm acquires, O wretched heart ! thou feat 
Of conftant forrow, what deceitful fmiles I JO 

Yet canft thou borrow from iUufive hope 
To flatter life. At Anna's feet 
What if with fupplicating knees I bow'd, 
ImplorM her pity, and reveal'd my love? 
Wretch, canft thou climb to yon effulgent orb, 155 
.And fliare the fplendours which. irradiate heaven ? 
Doft thou afpire to that exalted maid. 
Great Xerxes' fifter, rivalling the hopes 
Of Afia's purpled potentates and kings ? 
Ufilefs within her bofom I mfpir'd 166 

A paffion fervent as my own, nay more. 
Such as might diflipate each virgin fear. 
And unreftrain'd difclofe its fond defire. 
My hopes are frurtlefs. Plung*d in black defpair 
He thus revolved, when fuddenly the cries 165 

Of 
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Of Aribaeus fmote his penfive ear. 
By mutual danger, and by friendfliip join'd^ 
They had been long companions in the toils < 
Of war. .Together with viSorious fteps 
The fons of Nile they chas'd, when Egypt's pride 1 70 
Before the arms of Hyperanthcs fell, 
Stretch'd on the plain, and cover'do*er with wounds. 
By all abandoned, Teribazus views 
His gallant friend. His languid foul awakes. 
And forth he iffues from the Perfian line. 1 75 

The bleeding warriour in his (Irong embrace 
Swift he conveys. By indignation fir'd 
Fierce from the Grecians Diophantus rulh'd 
With loud defiance. Teribazus leaves 
Hi« refcu'd friend. His maffy targe he rears, 1 80 
Advances high his formidable fpear. 
And turns intrepid on th' approaching foe. 
Amazwnent followed. On he ftrode, and fliook 
The plumed honours of his ihiningcrefl. 
Th* ill-fated Greek awaits th' unequal fight ; 1 85 

^:-:n Pierc'd 
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PiercM in the throat with founding arms he falk ; 

Through cvVy band the Manttneans mourn. 

Upon the flain the vidor fixM his fight. 

And thus refleded. By thy fplendid arms 

Tliou art a Greek, of no ignoble rank, 190 

And from thy fall perhaps am I adorn'd 

With more confpicuous luftre. What if hcar'a 

Should add new vidims, Kkethyfelf, to grace 

My undcferving hand, who knows-, but fhe 

Might fmile upon my trophies. Oh I vain thought f 

Difperfe, ye phantom hopes! Too long,jny heart, 196 

Haft thou in vain contended with thy woe*! 

I (land this moment on the verge of Kfe, 

By fame invited, by defpair impell'd 

To pafs th* irremeable bound. No more 200 

Shall Tcribazus backward turn his fteps. 

But here decide his a te . Then beat no more. 

Thou troubled heart, and ev'ry grief be ftill 

Now at th' approach of everlafting peace. 

He 
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He ended, when- a mighty foe drew nigh; 205 
Not h(% than Dithyrambus. Ere they join'd. 
The Pcffian thus the Thefpian youth addrefs'd. 

Say, art not thou th' unconquerable Greek, 
Whofe dauntlefs valour ftiow'd our battle down. 
And fcatterM nations ? To attempt thy force 210 
This day I purposed, when: our chiefs from fight 
Their hoft wuhdrew : That now my-fingle arm 
Thou deign'ft to meet, receive my thanks; and 

know. 
The thought of conqueft lefs employs my mind, 
Than that by thee I cannot fail with fliame. 21 5 

He ceas'd. Thefe words the Thefpian chief rc- 
turn'd. 
Of all the praifes.from thy genVous mouth 
The only (hare,, which juftice bids mc claim. 
Is, that I here adventure to confront 
Thy matchlefs ftrength. Beheve not, that un- 
markM 220 

Were tty great deeds. From yon unbounded can^p 

None 
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None yet hath equallM thy viaorious hand. 
But whence thy armour of the Grecian form ? 
Whence thy tall fpear ? thy helmet? whence the 

weight 
Of that ftrong fliield unlike thy eaftern friends ? 225 

if thou be'ft fome fugitive, who> loft 
To liberty and virtue, art become 

A tyrant's vile flip endiary ; with grief 

That valour, thus triumphant, I behold. 

Which after all its danger, and brave toil, 23O 

Defer ves no honour from the Gods, or men, 

. Here Teribazus with a figh rctu.rn'd. 

1 am to Greece a ftranger, and a wretch 

To thee unknown, who feek, this hour^ to die ; 
Though not ignobly, but in death to raife 235 

My name from darknefs, while I end my woes. 

The Grecian then. I view thee, and I mourn. 
A dignity, which virtue ouly bears, 
And refolution on thy brow enthron'd 
(Though grief hath dimM thy drooping eye) demand 

My 
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M7 veneration; and whatever be 241 

The malice of thy fortune, what the cares, 
. Which thus infeft thy quiet, they create 
Within my breaft the pity of a friend : 
Why haft thou then compell'd me to oppofe 245 
My arm againft thee, while thy might fupports 
Th' unjuft ambition of malignant kings. 
The foes to virtue, liberty, and peace ? 
Yet free from rage, or enmity I lift 
My adverfe javelin. ViStory 1 afk, 250 

Thy life may fate for happier hours rcferve. 

This ftid, their beaming lances they protend. 
Of hoftile hate, or fury both devoid ; 
As on the Ifthmian, or Olympic fand. 
For fame alone contending. Either hoft 255 

Pois'd on their fpears in filent wonder gaz'd. 
The fight begin?, when foon the Grecian lance. 
Which all the day in conftant battle worn 
Unnumber'd (hields and corflets had transfix'd, 
Againft the Pcrfian target, (hiv'ring breaks, 260 

Its 
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Its mafter*s hand difarming. Then began 
The fenfe of honour, and the dread of fliaihe 
To fwell in Dithyrambus. Undifmay'd 
He grapples with the foe, and inftant feiz'd 
The threat ning javelin, ere th' uplifted arm 265 
Could execute the meditated wound. 
The weapon burft betwixt their ftruggling hands. 
They loofe their grafp, and bare their fliining fwords ; 
With equal fwiftnefs to defend, or charge. 
Each afiive youth advances, or recedes. 270 

On evVy fide they traverfe, now direft. 
Obliquely now the wheeling blades defcend. 
Still is the confii3 dubious, when the Greek 
Diflembling points his falchion to the earth. 
His arm deprefi'd, as overcome with toil; 275 

While with his buckler cautious he repels 
The blows repeated from th' exulting foe. 
Greece trembles for her hero. Joy pervades 
The Afian ranks, and Hypcrantbes ftrides 
Before the line, preparing to receive 2^80 

His 
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His friend trimnpliant Teribazus now 
Prefs'd with redoubled efforts. Still the Greek 
Suftains th* aflaub defenfive, and at laft. 
As with unguankd fury of his (Irokes 
^ Th* unwary Perfiaa fide-ways fwupg his targe^ 285 
The fatal moment Ditbyrambus watch'd. 
And darting forward with his feet out-flretch'd 
His falchion btpies in th^ obnoxious fide. 
Affetton, grief^ and terrotir wing the fpeed 
Of Hypcranthcs. From his Weeding foe ago 

The Greek retires, ncitdlftant, and awaits 
The ealkern prince. But he with watVy checks. 
And dumb with forrow ctafps his dying friend. 
From whofe cold lip with interrupted phrafe 
Thefe accents- broke. Odeareft, bed of men! 295 
My heart is fruitful with ten thoufand thoughts 
Of gratitude and love to thee; but fate 
Denies my voice the uttVance. O my friend ! 
O Hyperdnthos ! hear niy tongue unfold 

What 
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What thou fliouU'ft ne^ifcr liave known before this 

hour; 
When, as I open all mjr fecret foul; 301 

I may at once retire, and veil my eyes 
In endlefs night : nor thou prefumption deem^ 
What with .my dying breath I here divulge. 
Ilovethy fifter: Withdcfpair Ilov'd, 305- 

And thence perhaps untimely is my date ; 
Though,, witneft beav.'n, without regret I bleed. 
With honour thus in Perfia's fight and thine. 

Hz ceas'd : th' inexorable hand of Fate 
Wtigh'd down his eyelids, and the gloom of deatk 
His fleeting fight eternally o'erfltades.. 3 1 1. 

Him on Choafpes o'er the blooming verge 
His frantic mother fiiall bewail, and drew 
Her filver treffts in the cryftal tide j 
While all the (here re-echoes to the name 31-5 

Of Teribazus loft* Th' afBiaed prince 
The pallid corfe contemplating with tears. 
Thus in the bitternefs of grief excliims. 

Oh I, 
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Oh ! .Tcribazus. Oh! my friend, whofclbfs . 
1 will deplore for ever. Oh \ what pow'r 320 

To me and thee averfe thus closed thy breaft 
ToHyperanthes with diftruft unkind. 
She (hould, fbe muft have lov'd thee. Now no 

more. 
Thy friendly afpeCfc fliall dtlight my eyes. 
While in rcmemb ranee thy uncquallM worth 345 
Will live for ever, to remind my grief 
Of what I loft. O Sufa, if again 
Thee I revidt from this hofiile landj 
Far from the clamours of tumultuoos war. 
Then fliall my hours be vacant to complaint, 330 
Whole years flialt thou be witnefe, while I mourn. 
And Ariara ftia!l affiftmy woes. 
Let fierceft vengeance now poffefs my foul. 

He faid, and ardent ruilies on the Greek, 
Who, while his nobk enemy expir'd, 335 

And Hypcranthes fnatchM with tender arms 
The laft embraces from hia gafping fiiend. 

Stood 
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Stood near reclin'd in fadnefs o'er his ihieldj 
And in the pride of viSory repin'd^ 
Nor markM his tbreatning foe: when fwift ap- 
proached 340 
Diomedon. Before the Thefpian youth 
Aloft he rais'd his targe^ and budly thes. 

Hold thee^ Barbarian, from a life more worthy 
Than thee, and Xerxes, with his faoil of flaves. 

His words he feconds with hb rapid knee. 545 
Soon a tremendous conflid had enfu'd^ 
But Intaphernesy Miodus, and the half 
Of Perfia's leaders anxioas for the life 
Of Hyperanthes pour'd with all their bands 
Betwixt ih' encountring cliicfs. -With metual 
wrath 350 

They drove in vain the combat to renew. 
So rage two bulls upon th' oppofing banks 
Of fome deep flood, which parts the fruitful mead ; 
Defiance thunders from their angry mouths 
In vain ; in vain the furrow'd earth they rend: 355 

Wide 
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Wide rolls the ftream, and intercepts the war. 
The fierce Plataean fatiates his revenge 
On vulgar lives. Before his dreaded arrti 
Whole ranks arc fcattery. Btit the Perfian prince 
Borne down the ilrefs of battle gains the fhore, 360 
Where then the brave Abroconaes advanc'd : 
With him Orotftes and Phamuchos ftood> 
Mazaeus, Abradates fam*d in arms. 
And all the boldeft of the eaftern chiefs 
Begirt with frefli battalions : iiere with j|yeed 365 
Abrocomes his brother thnsh fpake. 

To iQtAphernes is Pandates lent 
With charge to hafafs in pei^etual fight 
The Grecians next the naountains. Thou with me 
And theTe unite thy valour. Here the flower 3 70 
Of all our army is together drawn. 
Here all the wei^t of battle will impcrd. 
He faid. The godlike HyperanthesYeeks 
The dangVous van. He heads the fplendid throng 
Of fatraps> princes, and imperial powVij 375 

-Them- 
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Themfelvcs the lords of nations, who before 
The throne of Xerxes tributary bowW> 
Now mix'd the war, Th* inverted javelltls gleam 
From ev'ry part, and fell Bellona toars. 

Who firft diftain'd with Perfian blotxi his fword } 
Eupalaraus. Artembares he flew 38 1 

And Derdas fierce, whom Caucafus had fear'd 
On its tempefliuous brow, the favage fons 
Of violence and rapine ; but their dooni 
Great Hyperanthes marks: his angry laiice 385 

Arrefts the viSor in his haughty courfe. 
Beneath the ftrong Abrocomes overwhelmed, 
Meliflus fweHs the number of the dead. 
None could Mycenas boaftof prouder birth 
Than young Meliflus; blooming, iis the foil 39* 
Of Maia^ all in radiant arms he grac'd 
The front of battle ; he in Ci/rha's vale. 
Where high ParnaflTus with its double top 
O'erfliades the Pythian games, the envied pri^te 
Of fameobtain'd : low finks his laureU'd head 395 

In 
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In death's cold night, and horrid gore deforms 
His graceful locks, Inapatient for revenge 
Ariftobulus ftrides before the van. 
A ftorm of fury -darkens all his brow. 
Around he rolls his gloomy eye, and marks 400 

Achsemenes for death, of regal blood. 
Derived from Croefus, once th' imperial lord 
Of nations^; himthe nymphs of Halys wept« 
When with delufive oracles beguil'd 
By Delphi's God, he pafs'd their fatal waves 405 
^ A mighty empire to diflblve : nor knew 

Th' ill-deftin'd king, that envious Fortune watch d 
That dreadful moment f4:ora his hand to wreft 
The fceptre of his fathers, in the fliade 
Of. humble life hrs race on Tmolus' brow 41a 

Lay hid, 'ti|l rous'd tobatile here his breath 
Achsemenes refig'ns. Then Lycis bled 
For horrid war ill-chofen. He wa^ fcilPd 
To tune the lulling flute, and melt the heart ; 
Or with hispipc's awak'ning drains invite 415 

The 
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The lovely dames of Lydia to the dance : 
They graceful o'er the verdant level mov'd 
In varied meafures, while the cooltog breeze 
Beneath their f welling garments wanton'd o'er 
Their fnowy breafts, and fmooth Cayfter's wave 420 
Soft<-gliding mormor'd by. His op'ning cheft 
Pours forth his entrails, and fupine be hlh. 
Not long the Grecian triumphs. From the (lain 
In all the pride of conqueft as he trends 
His reeking javelin, Hyperantfae's dee! 425 

His knee invades, and burfts the finewy cords* 
The Mycenseans vfrith uplifted (hields, 
Corinthians, and Phliafians gather round 
The wounded Grecian. With redoubled rage 
The confliift glows. Abrocomes incites 430 

Each Perfian leader; all obey his voice ; 
Here Abradates, there Mazeus prefsM, 
Orontes, and Hydarnes ; none retire 
From toil, or peril : urg'd on ev'ry (ide 
The Greeks at length th' abandoned chief refign. 435 

Def. 
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Dcfpairing, raging, dcftitute he ftaads 
Prompt on his fpear ; his wowid forbids retreat. 
None, but his brother Eunacne?,. abide 
The dire extremity. His (Uelddefeods 
. The fainting^ chief>.Ull'Hyperantbes'fwocd 440 
Full on his arm its dreadful weight difchargM 
Down with the bpcjder drops thefever'd hand, 
Norfluits its grafp. Now fink the wretched pair 
Beneath the Perfian's unrefifted ftcel : 
From both their brcafts the vital currents flow, 445 
And mix their flreams. Elate the Periians roll 
Their deepning legions on the foes difoiay'd. 
The Greeks their ftatipn painfully maintain* 
This foon the faithlefs Anaxander faw, • 
When thus to l^eontiades he fpake. 4^0 

This'Is the time to aid our Perfian friends. 
Behold the Greeks are prefs'd. Let Thebes retire. 
And yield a bloodlefs conqueft to the king. 

The Thebansftraight defert the broken line 
Not with unpuniih'd treachery ; thefpears 455 
H Of 
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Of fierce Orontes, tnd Pkarnckrhns jom'd 
With Mffldus gor'd their Ihamcfol Might, mdnhhM 
Their bleeding €tes.' Mean time, as he nHiorul^ 
Than Jove ftiore-atrticnt on the ^rone of heaven, 
^When iVom thewonib of Chaosnlafk the* world 460 
Emerg'd to birth, where'er te TiewM the jar 
Of «tonts yetffifcordant smd tmfonrfd, • 
Cdnfufion thence with jjow'rftt! iroice )di%eft'4» 
Till light and border uaiverfd reign^-d ; 
So from the wall Leonida^ «Tp]orM ^4% 

The varpiotts war. He ftw the Thebaw-root, 
That Corirfth,PhHis, andMyccBalooKd 
Affrighted backward ; killantly he chargM 
The fonsof Lacedsemon to repair 
The difonited phalanx. Ere they inove 470 

Dieneces tnfjpircs them. Fame, wiy friends, 
iCalJs forth your valotrr in a fignal hour ; 
For you this glorious period (he referv'd 
To vindicate the Spartan name. He fpake» 
*On cither fide fopportcd by the might 475 

Of 
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Of Agis and of i^pbeus he cotidii£b 
His geok'rotts trodp, who liveting their ihields 
In denfe array ittdiflfolujblj £nn 
Confront the Perfians, and with death sepaUe 
'Tbeir fcatterM mioibers ; whem with eibrta vaia ^Afr 
They oft leaew'd ehe conteft^ and reooil'd 
As oft confounded with <biaio<fl^dnmks, 
Thu6 Hyperaathes counfeird* Leacn, O chiefs^ 
From whence alone fuccefs can grace 4Mir araM. 
Thefe are a band feleded from the Greeks^ 4?^ 
Unlike the others, whom we lately chas'd ; ' 
Perhaps the Spartans, whom we oft have heard 
By Demaratus prais'^. To break their line 
Falfe is »he hope, while «Nurray*d, and lar^ 
•And wanting union fingly we afiail 490 

Their ftrength colUQed. Do not we prefide 
O'er Afia's myri^s, and our valour hoaft. 
And martial arts above the vulgar herd } 
Let us, ye ehiefs, attempt in orderM ranks 
To join our force, and emulate the foe. 495 

H z They 
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They wait not dubious. JSoon a dreadful line 
Prom Oeta's mountain to the {hor« extendi^ 
ComposM of all the Icfaders, Mindus bold^ 
Pharnuchus, and Maxscvls, and the ftrength 
Of fierce Abrocomea^ with each, who bore 500 
The highefl honours, aiid excelPd in war^ 
To thefe fucceed a chofen number drawn 
From tbolie, whom Afia boafts her braveft fons^ 
Who from their king perpetual ftiptends (hare ; 
And flatieiiM round his provinces by arms 50^ 

His tyranny fiiftaih. In ev'ry part 
Is Hyperanthes feen with aOive care 
To form the huge baCt^ion. Soon they ftand 
in juft array, when cautious, left their march 
Might ftill relax their order, PerCa's prince 5 ix> 
Amid tiie center of the for^moft rank 
Orontes pliac'd, committing to his hand 
TV imperial ftandard ; whofe expanded folds 
GlowMin the air, prefenting to the fun 
Tihc richeft dye of Tyre ; the royal bird 51 5 

Amid 
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Amid the gorgeous tin£lure fhone expre(E 
In flaming gold* On this the eaftern chief 
Command* each Perffan ffat ion'd in the : front 
Tcrturff his eyes regardful, and to guide 
His flow and'equal feet by this alone* 52O' 

Retiring, or advancing. Next he charged,. 
ThatevVy warriour through thenum-rous files,, 
Obfcrving none butthofe before him rang'd. 
Should watch- their motions, and their ftcps purfue; 
Clofe by the ftandard then Jth* intrepid chief 525: 
His^poft aflumes, and animates- the band; 
IXrLUSTRioua waFfiours^, whofe unconquer'dl 
arms. , 
Rebellious .ffigypt, and the Libyan felt/ 
Think what the fpendour of yotir former deeds 
From you- demands; remember, from* the great;, 
Herwc a£kions arc a debt to fame. 53 1 

No middle courfe remains for the^^to tread. 
Whom fhe hath onceennoWed ; and this hour 
Of with frefli trophies* will enlarge your praife, 

H3 Or 
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Or will for ever with diftonom* blaft. 535, 

The hero faid^ and all to fight proceed. 
As when Uinpeftaous Eurus ftems the weight 
Of weftern Neptune ftruggling through the ftr aits. 
Which bound Akides' labours ; here the fiorm 
With rapid' wing. reverberates the tide^ 54a 

There the contending furge with furrow'd tops 
To mountains fwells^ suid whelming o'er the beaciv 
On either coaft invetb with hoary foam 
The Mauriftanran and Iberian (Irand: 
Not with lefs rage in hideous oaiki meet 545 

The Grecians And Barbarians. Thefe prcCerve 
Their foremoft ranks unbroken, where was drawn 
Thfe prime of Afia's warriaurs; and the croud, 
ThoiT^ ftill promifcuo«s pouring frcm behiad, . 
Yei added preffure to th' imbattlcd chiefs 55a 

With endlefs numbei^s* Like the mural flrength 
Of fome proud city bulwark'd round, andarm'd 
With riling tow'rs to guard her wealthy ftorts ; 
Immoveable, impenetrable iiood 

The 
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The, ferried ph^amt of th^ Greeks, Behind^ 535. 

TWr coaatrj^ (^^m^^thfix fields, withplefitj crownU 

Their native vralU^aAdbEa^lHt^l^fAs lay^ 

With each dear pledge of friendlbig and of lave*. 

High in the Periian van th' exalted lance 

Of Hyperanthes flam'd; Befide him. prefsM 5^ 

Abrocomes^ Hy4»rnes^ and the Mk. 

Of Ahf^adftteft ter ribte in war». 

And here the great Dienecea ypheld 

Hia (hkld'a expanded furfacej^ and al^« 

Firm^ aaa^Me^ipbiaii pyran^d> fi|ftain'd 5^^ 

Th^ llref$ of thoufands^ Alpb^us here unmovM^ . 

And Ajifi tbefe CQnnq^ thdr fpacious orbs,; 

With Menalippus wife Megiftias' hair 

In one (inperYious tine. Long time the hofo 

Maintain in (Irong and unrelax'd array 5 70 

'X'hftconflifl un^cided^ nor ooald Greece 

Repel the adverfe nrnniyerd^ nor the force 

Of. Afi^^$ myriads could remova the Greeks* 

H 4 But 
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BoT Now from Sparta's king, who foon difcern'd 
The Perfian's ntw arrangement, Medon haftes, 5 75 
Th' illuftrious chief ofLocris, from the race 
Of Ajax fprung in Trojan fields renown'd : 
To wife Dieneces he thus began. 

LsoNiDAS commands the Grecian line 
To yield before thePerfians, and with fpeed 580 , 
To mcafure back fome paces. Soon, he deems. 
The unexperiencM foe in wild purfuit 
Will break their order. Then the charge renew: 
Let Agis, join'd with Alpheus, from the line 
Rufli with Laconia's troop imbattled deep, 585 

And force a paflage through the barb'fous hoft ; 
Thou with a ftrong battalion from the fons 
Of Locris drawn muft follow fwift, and reach 
The Spartans led by Agis ; with the reft 
Of Locris* youth (hall I advance to fill 590 

Your vacant ftation, and the line maintain ; 
While ii> the narrow entrance, where the pa's 
Looks o'er the Maliaq plain on Perfia's camp. 

Do 
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Do thou arrange to intercept thefoe^ 

Should ' Afia pour frelh' fuccours from her tentst 595 

Then Xerxes foon the flaughter (hall deplore 

Of all thefe thoufands in thefflratts indosM 

For fure deftrudion ; and the Gods of Greece 

Behold their temples with profuflon grac'd 

Ot fplendid oft' rings from Barbarian fpoils 600 

Won by their free-born fupplicants this day. 

This heard, Dieneces obedient gave 
Through ev!ry band^ihe fignalof retreat. 
When all at once drew backward. Perfia flop'd, . 
As with amazement rooted to the earth 605 

At unexpected conquefi; . 'till the voice 
Of fierce Abrocomestheir minds awakes 
With thefe triumphant accents. By the fun 
They fly. before us. My vidorious friends. 
Delay you then to enter Greece ? Away, 610 

Ru(h on undaunted. I already hear^ 
Our horfe and chariots thund'ring . o'er their plains. 
And view their towns involv'd in Perfun fires. 

H 5 He 
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He faid. With btimed violence they roll 
Tumultuous forward. Ail with beadbng pace 615 
Wide from tbteir ranks expatiate in purfuit. 
Disjoin their ofder^ and the line diflblve. 
This when the fage Dieneces deicries. 
The Grecians halt, returning to the charge 
With fudden onfct. In a monuent, piercM 6z^ 

By Lacedsemon'i chief, Orontes fails. 
And quits th' imperial banner ; this the Greek 
In triumph ^av?s, and gives the dreadful fign. 
At once with Agis towVing in the front. 
And rapid Alpheus all Laconia's band 625 

In deep arrangement burAing from the line 
Bear down with irrefiftible career 
The eaftern legions, fhatter'd and o'erturnM 
With all their fiandards trampled on the plain. 
As the fwift veffel when a rifing gale 6^^ 

D'iflends the canvafs, its refiftlefs courfe 
Impells through millions of oppofiog waves | 
Through the Barbarian multitudes ib ptero'd 

The 
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The Spartan wedge. |iHriiHtible o'er hills 
Charms, and mangled corfes they imprefs 6^^ 

Their crimfoDfootftep«» Perfia*s braveft chiefs^ 
Ev'n Hyperanthea from the line i$ driv'n ; 
And flying thwfands through the pafs arc fwept 
Before the Spartans with aLocrian troop 
Of hideous depth Dieneces purfues 649 

Hisconqu'ringfriends^ and hews his^rple way 
Through Ada's numbers, which again were dos'd; 
In vain: himfelf unconquerable leads 
Deftru£Uon oh, and heaps the rock with death.. 
But on the broken foe what ruin falls 645 , 

From Alpheos'fword? O'erall in fwiftpurfttk 
Was he renowned. I£s rapid feet had matchMi 
The fon<if Peleus in the dully courfe. 
Or had he run for Atalanta^s leve,, 
HehadrejededOthersa'said;, - €59 

Nor of her fwiftnefs to b^utk thefatr 
Before her (tep9 had thrown the golden balb. 
But now the wrongs, the long-rememberM wrongs 

Of 
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Of Polydonii animate his ftrcngth 

With tenfold vigour ; guided by revenge 65 5 

His Falchion reddens with Barbarian blood ; 

The gory drops befprinkled all his fliield^ 

Like crimfon poppies o'er the yellow plain. 

As when wiih horrour wing'd a whirlwind rends 

A fcatter'd navy; from the pceap caft, 660 

Th' enormous fragments hide the Tandy beach : 

Thus o'er the rock the Perfians lay beftrewn 

By Alpheus ragiflg in the fwift purfoitv ^ ^ 

Not with feverer pangs the God of day 

The Theban queen affliSed, when incens'd 665 

With her proud vaunts he hurPd her blooming 

face 
From youth and beauty to^the pale abodes ; 
Than now diftraQed Hypcranthes' foul. 
As round him, bleeding by the Spartan's lance, - 
His nobleft friends lay gafping. Oft he ftrove 6 70 
To turn his flying legipns, oft the fi^t 
With Abradates and his brother's force 
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Renews, againft infuperable foes 

In vaia repugnant ; till l)y all around 

Deferted, mixing with the gen'ral rout 67^ 

He yields to fortune, and the field forfakes. 

So with relapfing waves the ebbing tide 

Beats for a time againft the Ihelving ftrand. 

Still by degrees retiring, and at laft 

Within the bofom of the main fubfides. CSo 

Now at Thermopylae's extremeft bound 
The Spartans checked their progrefs. Soon ap- 
proached 
Dieneces, and thus began. Behold, 
What numbers have we pafs'd of Perfia's fons. 
Be fwift, my friends, and form. He faid, and fiU'd 
The narrow ftraits with orderM files, a depth 686 
Of fifty warriours; half on Afia's hoft. 
Half tow Vd the pafs were turned, a double front. 
Where ev'ry rank with twenty javelins flam'd. 
The Locrian band to Agis is affign'd, 690 

Who ftands prepared to flop the flying foes ; 

Dieneces 
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Dicneces himfelf to Perfia's camp' 
Prefents the terrours of the Spartan ftctf. 

Now, Mufe, the wondVous ftratageih difpFay, 
Which Sparta's hero, whofe prefiding care Cg^ 

Marked all the great viciffitudes of fight> 
AndrulM the courfet)f flaughtcr, had coficeiT*d 
To whelm the num'rous, long-refiffing foe 
la hideous death, andfignalize thexlay 
With horrours new to war. As o'er the wall, 700 
His conftant ftation, darting through the ftraits 
His watchful eye, ere yet the battle clos'd. 
He viewM the hoftile myriads fwarming down. 
And nations ftill fuccceding from the camp 
Immenfc, exhaBftlefe, by an horrid length 705 

Of cluft'ring helms, and (hieMs, and thrcatning 

fpears 
Joia'd to the Grecian van J the wary chief. 
Left by the long-protraScd fight his Greeks 
Might yield o'^labpur^d, from the Locrians chefe 
A thoufand warriours. Thefc by Maron led 7 ' ^ 

Afcend 

• 
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Afcend the mountain, which o'erhung the pafs. 
His charge be foon reveals. A thoufand hands 
At once with reftlefs pains aflfemble ftones 
Of hugeft bulk, and withered trunks uptorn 
In elder times by whirlwinds from the grove. 715 
Unwearied then they loofen from the rocks 
Broad, craggy fragments; from the mountain hew'd 
Its venerable firs, and aged oaks 
Of wide circumference, and knotted ftrength. 
Which oftheir branches by the lightning bared, 720 
Prefented ftill againll its blading flame 
Their hoary pride unfliaken. Thefc the Greeks 
Roll heavy on, with maflfy levers heave. 
Or drag with ftrong4cmt cables, till they reach. 
Where o'er the Cerikn multitudes inclin'd 725 

The mountain's edge ; fo lofty, that the voice 
Of war below there loft its deafning roar 
And fbft^n'd into murmurs.' SttU his poft, {/^ 

Though Hyperaathes from the field was driven. 
With throning numbers Intaphernes bold, 750 

Beneath 
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Beneath the fliade of this incumbent hill< 
Againft the fierce Diomedon maintained ;. 
Great In tapberaes^* progeny of kings^. 
Whom o'er Damafcus, a9d the Syrian palms^ 
Had Xerxes feated with defpotic fway 73^ 

His fubftitute. This Maron from .on high- 
Surveys, and gives the fignal ;, downward finks. 
The nodding pile, ftupendous heap of death I 
Trees roUM on-treeswith mingled rock defcend^ 
Uaintermitted ruin* Loud refounds 74.0* 

The hollow trunks againft the mountain's fidt,. 
Swift bounds each craggy mafs. The foes beneath 
Look up aghaft^ with horrour.fhrinkj and die ;. 
Whole legions crufli'd beneath the dreadful heaps 
Lie hid and loft^ as never they had known 745 

A name, or being; while around them grew 
A hill of ruin. Numbers ftill furvive, . 
Who ihun deftruSion with impetuous flight ; 
But Agis ftops them: Intaphernes falls 
Before his thund'ring arm. Again they turn . 750 

To 
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To meet refiftlefs ruin. From behind 

With twice two hundred Locrians Agis pours. 

Meantime the Grecian line (fo Spartans king 
Decreed) had left its ftation, and beyond 
The heaps of dreadful carnage was advanced j 755 
There, ftretch'd from Oeta to the Malian bay> 
The LoCrians led by Medon had difpos'd, 
^ With Corinth, Phlius and Mycenae^s train 
Their hoftile phalanx o*ier the tefs'ning pafs. 
Along the mountain's fide Ptataea's troop> Ttfo 

The Mantiireans^ and Tegaeans flood; 
An horrid length of war. Th' uawearied fwords 
Of Dithyrambus and Diomedbn 
Still blazM the terrour of the Barb'rous hoft. 
Before them fled the Perfians to the (hore, 765 

All in a moment by the vaqous. b^nds 
Of Greece furrounded From the gulph profound 
Perdition here inevitable frowns. 
And there, incircled by a grove of fpears. 
They ftand devoted hecatombs to Mars, 7 70 

Now 
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Now not a moment's interval dekys 

Their gen'ral doom^^ but dowathe Maliao fteep^ 

Prone are they hurried to th* expanded arms 

Ofhorrourrifingfrom the op'ningde^^ 

And grarpbg all their numbers^ as they. fall. 775 

The dire confuHoDy. like a dorm j invades 

The chafing biUows j loud refoundl^ the ihore i. 

And o'er whole troops by Cell BellbnaroU'd 

In one vail ruin from the crag^jidgc^ 

O'er all their arms and enfignadeep ingulph'd^ 78^^ 

With hideous roar the furge forever cIos?d^ 

End of thk Fifth 6aoK«. 



4»^ 



L-Ea- 



dbyGooc^le 




L E O N I D A S. 

B O O K VI. 

The Argument 

Night coming on, the Grecians retire /• their tents^ A 
guard is placed an tb4 Pbacian wall under ticcom^ 
mand of Agis. He admits into the camp a lady cc^-^ 
companied by a Jingle Jlave, and condu^s them to 
L&onidas ; when Jhe diftovers herjelf to he Armna 
fifter cf XerMM aid Hype^mvthe^^ and fuer for tb§ 
body oj Teribazus ; which being found among the 
fiainj p» kiils berfei^ upon it. The flave who at- 
tended her^ proves to be PolydoruSf brother of Alpbeui 
and Mar on, and who had been formerly carried into 
captivity by a Phoenician pirate. He relates before 
an ajjembly of the chiefs a meffage from Demur atus 
to the Spartansy which difclojes the treachery of the 
Thebansj and of EpialteSj the Malian^ who had 
undertaken t0 lead part of the Perfian army through 
a pafs among the mountains of Oct a, This infor^ 
mation throws the council into a great tumult , which 
is pacified by Leonidas, who /ends Alpheus to obferve 
the motions of thefe Perjtans, and Dieneces with a 
party oj Lacedamonians to jupport thePhocians, with 
whom the defence of thefe paffages in the hills had 
been intrujled. In the mean time Agis fends the bo^ 
dies of Teribazus and Ariana to the camp oj Xerxes^ 

IN 
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]Nr)OQg^'))( N fable pomp with all her ftarry traiir 
Q I ^ The Night ftflum'd her; throne. Recaird 

Her long-protraacd labours Greece forgets,^ 

DiflTolvM in (itent {lumber ; alt but thofe^ 

Who watch'd th' uncertain perih of the dark, . 5 

An hundred w arr-tours : Agis was their cbicf,^ 

High on the wall intent the hero fat. 

As o'er the furface of the tranquil main 

Along its undulating breaft the wind- 

The 



d by Google 



Book VL L E O N t D A S. 189 

The various din of Afia*s hoft^onTey'd 10 

In one deep murmur fwelling in bis ^ar : 
When by the found;^of footfteps doyfn the pafs 
Alarm'd he calls alooA What feet arc thofe. 
Which beat-the echoing pavement of the rock ? 
With fpeed reply, nor tempt your inftant fate. 1-5 

^He faid, and thus returned a voice unknown. 
'Not with the feet oT enemies we come> 
But crave admittance with a friendly tongue. 

The Spartan anfwers« Tbrou|;h the midnigtrt 
fhade 
What purpofe draws yonr wandering fteps abroad ? 20 
To whom the ftranger. We are friends to Greece, 
And to the prefence of the Spartan king 
Admiffion we implore. The cautious chief 
Of Lacedsmon hefitates again. 
When thus with acents mufically fweet 25 

A tender voice his wondring ear allur'd. 

OGen'rous Grecian, liftsn to the piay'r 
Of one diftrcfs'd ! whom grief alone I ath I^ 

In 
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In this dark hour to fkefe vidorlons tents^ 
A wretched woman innocent of fra^d. 30 

The Greek defcending throagh th' iHifolded gates 
Upheld a flaming brand. One firft appeared 
In fervile garb attir'd ; bat near his fide 
'A woman graceful and majefiic flood ; 
Not with an a^eftrivaHing the power 35 

Of fatal Helen, or tht wanton charms 
Of love's foft queen ; but foch as far^xcellM, 
Whatever the lily blending with the rofe 
Paints on the cheek of beauty foon to fade; 

*Such asexprefsM a mind, which wifdom ruPd, 40 

And fweetnefs tempered, virtue's pureft light 

Illumining the countenance divine. 

Yet could not footh remorfelefe fate, nor teach 

Malignant Fortune to revere the good. 

Which oft with anguilh rends thefpotlefslieart, 45 

And oft aflbciates wifdom with defpair. 

In courttdus phrafe began the chief Inimane. 

Exalted 
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EiALTED fair^ who tltus adorn'ft the night, 
"forhciT to blame the vigilance of war. 
And to the laws of rigid Mars impute, 50 

That I -thus long unwiHlng have delay -d 
Before the great Leonidas to place 
This your aj^arent dignity and worth. . 

He fpake, and gently to the lofty tent • 
iDf Sparta'sTting the lovely flranger guides. 55 

At Agis'-fummons witli a mantle broad 
His mighty limbs Leonidas infolds. 
And quits his couch, In wonder he ftirveys 
Th' illuftrious virgin, whom his prefence aw'd^ 
Her eye fubmiffive to the ground iticlin'd 60 

With veneration of the godlike man. 
Bat foonVis voice her anxious dread difpelPd, . 
Benevolent and hofpitable thus. 

Thy form alone, thus amiable and]great, 
Thy mind delineates^ and from all commands 6^ 
Supreme regard. Relate, thoa noble dame. 
By what relcntlcfs deftiny compell'd, 

Thy 
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Thy tender feet the paths of darkn^fs tread. 
Rchearfe th* afBiQions, whence thy virtue mourns. 
On. her wan cheek a fudden blufli arofe^ 70 

Like day's firft dawn upon the twilight pale. 
And wrapt in grief thefe words a paffage broke, 
( If to be moft unhappy, and toknow^ 
That hope is irrecoverably fled; 
If to be great and wretched may deferve .75 

Commiferation from the good; behold 
Thou glorious leader of unconquer'd bands. 
Behold defcended from Darius' loins 
Th' affliScd Ariana, and my pray'r 
Accept with pity, nor my tears difdain ! 80 

Firft, that I lov'd the heft of human race. 
By natiJre'^s hand with evVy virtue form'd. 
Heroic, wife, adorn'd with ev'ry art j 
Of (tame unconfcious does my heart reveal. 
Tiiis day in Grecian arms confpicuous clad 85 

H: fou^^ht, he fell. A paffion long.conceard 
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Forme, alas! within my brother's arms 
His dying breath refigning, he difclos'd. 

—Oh I will day my for rows ! will forbid 
My eyes to ftream before thee, and my heart, 90 
Thus full of atiguiih, will from fighs reftrain I 
For why fliould thy humanity be griev'd 
With my diftrefs, and learn from me to mourn 
The lot of nature doom'd to care and pain I 
Hear then, O king, and grant my fole requeft, 95 
To feek his body in the heaps of flain. 

Thus to the Spartan fu'd the regal maid, 
Refembling Ceres in majeftic woe. 
When, fupplicant at Jove's refplendent throne. 
From dreary Pluto, andth' infernal gloom lOO 

Her lov'd and loft Proferpina (he fought. 
Fix -d on the weeping queen with ftedfaft eycs^ 
Laconia's chief thefe tender thoughts recall'd. 

Such are thy forrows, O for ever dear ! 
Who no^v at Lacedaemon doft deplore 105 

My everlafting abfcnce ! then inclin'd 

I His 
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His head, and fighy-, nor yet forgbtto charge 

His friend, the gentle Agis> through the ftraits 

The Perfian princefs to attend and aid 

With careful ftepsthey feck her lover'a oorie. 1 1^ 

The Greeks remcmber'd, where by Fat« reprcfcW 

His arm firft ceas'd tomow their legionsdowiv 

And from beneath a naafs of Perfians flats 

fioondrew the heroby hrs armour knows. 

To A^' high pavilion they refert, ««5 

How, Ariana, what trasfcending pang^ 

Thy foul involvMf What horroar clafpVllfhy heart! 

But love^rew mij^hefl, and her beauteoua limbs 

On the coW breaft of Teribazuj threw 

The grieF-diftrafted maid. The clotted gore ^at 

DeformM her fnowy bofom.. O'er his wounds 

X-oofe flow*d>her hair, and bubbling from her eyei 

Jnipetuous forrow lat'd the purple clay: 

WJien forth in groans her lamentations broke. 

Otorit fiw ever from nay weeping eyes? i^S 
Thou, who ^efpairing toobtain her heopt^ 

Whe 
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Who then moil lovM thee, didft untimely yield 

Thy life to Fate's inevitable dart 

For her, who now in agony unfolds 

Her tender boiom> and repeats her vows 130 

To thy deaf ear, who fondly to her own 

Now clafps thy breafi infeoiibte and cold. 

Alas I do thefe unmoving, ghaftly orbs 

Perceive my gulhing anguifli ! Does that heart. 

Which Death's inanimoting hand hath chill'd, i jj 

Share in my ruflTringSi and return my (ighs f 

—Oh ! bitter unformonntable diftrefs I 

Lo ! on thy breaft is Ariana bow'd. 

Hangs o'er thy face, unites her cheek to thin^^ 

Not now to liften with enchanted ears 149 

To thy perfuafivc eloquence no morc^ 

Charm'd with the wiCdom of thy copious mind f 

She could no more. Invincible defpair 
Supprefs'd her utt'raiice. As a marble form 
Fix'd on the folemn fepulchre, unmov'd 14^ 

O'er fome dead hero, whom his country lov'd, 

I z Bends 
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Bends down the head with imitated woe : 
So paus'd the princefs o'er the breathlefs clay, 
IntrancM in forrow. On the dreary wound. 
Where Dithyrambus' fword was deepeft plung'd, i^o v 
Mute for a fpace and motionlefs (he gaz'd. 

Then wrth a look unchang'd, nor trembling 
liand 
Drew forth a poniard, Which "her gscrment veil'd, 
J\nd (heathing in her heart th^ abhorred fteel. 
On her flain lover, filent finks in death. €55 

In vain the Spartan intervened. Whhteart 
He view'd the proftrate lovers, and exclaim'd. 

Oh i moft xmhaippy, heavy on your heads 
Hath forrow falPn, which <i'er your pale remains 
Commands this pity from a ftranger's eye 1 l6b 

Illuftrrous ruins, may the grave impart 
That peace, which life denied ! And now receive 
This pidus oJEoc from a hand unknown. 

So faying, from his Ihouldets he unclafp'd 
His ample robe, and ftrcwM the waving folds 16^ 

O'er 
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0?er the pale dead. Then turning, he befpake 
The jQavej, vfho flood befide him. Thou, who 

ledfl 
Thy queen lU-deflinM to the fatal tents 
Of Lacedaemon, now returning bear 
Her bleeding reliques to the Periian lord ; 170 

Thou, and. thefe captives, whom I free from, bondsi 

Art thou a Spartan (interrupts the flave) 
And jdoft thou counfei me to feek again 
A clime unblefs*dj, where freedom never dwells ^ 
No. Bear me to Leonidas^ Alone x.75. 

ghall he decide> if wretched, as I feem> 
I may not claim protedion from this camp. 
* Whoever thou art (^maz'd the chief replies), 
Thoamay'ft bieed a better, lot demand, 
Than I, aftranger to thy h;dden worth,, 180 

Unconfcious offier'd* Thy ignoble garh. 
Concealed a virtue, which I now revere. 
And'iince thy fufF^ring foul hath long endurM 
The gloom of bondage, and the hated face. 

1 3, Of 

i ' 
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Of tyrants vicw'd, now change the horrid fcenc; 185 
Here freedom reigns^ andjuftice : come and feek 
With me their great proteftor. Ending here. 
Swift he conduSs him to Lacbnia's king, 
When Agis thus Leonidas ad drcfs'd. « 

Lo ! far fupcrior to the name, which marks 190 
His habit with diffaonour, one, who fues 
For thy proteSion ! Here the flave fubjoinM. 
I (land thy fuppliant now. Thou foon fhah learn^. 
If I dcferve thy favour. I intrcat 
To fee th' aflembled leaders of your hoft, 195 

Fori am fraught with tidings, which import 
The weal of all the Grecians. Agis flraight 
Appointed by Leonidas convenes 
The various leaders. To the tent ftiey throng, 
Amidft them placM the ftranger thus began. 200 

O Alpheus! Maron! hither turn your fight, 
And know your brothers. From their feats they ftart. 
From either burfls, with tears of tranfport mix'd. 
The name of Polydorus. Op his bre^ft 

Each 
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Each fondly drives to rufli^ but be wi^hftamb ; 205 
While 4own his chtck a ftrcam of anguiih pouf» 
jFrom kU c^je€ted eye«.ra torture bent 
On that vile garb, which flam'd hi^ fFCC-born 

Urubs.' ^ 
At length thefe accent^ in*TmixM with groans. 
Broke from liis heart,, while all flood wtmd'ring 
round. afo 

Yoo firft fliall know, if thia unhappy (lave 
Yet merits your cmbtaccs.. Now approtch'd. 
Leonidas. Before him all recede,. 
Ev'n Alpheus' felf ; and yields his brother's hand. 
Which k his own the generous heroprefe'd: at 5 
Then with majeftic.goodnef^ thus befpake 
Th' afflided youth, and miti^tes his pains. 

Forbear to mourn, thou unexampled youth. 
Thy friends, thy countTy, all on thee (hall gaze 
With veneration, :whofe unfliak^n mind 220 

The chains of Afia never could debafe. 
Lo ! ev'ry hreaft is open to diy worth, 

I 4 Each 
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Each tongue prepares to hail thee with applaufe^ 
Who haft thy country honour'd ev'n in bonds. 

Hs ceas'd, when Alpheus with an eager hand 225 
Divefis his brother of his bafe attire. 
And his own mantle o'er the flioulders threw 
Of Polydorus. Agis too advanced. 
With friendly arms infolds him, and began. 

Now, in thy native liberty fecure, 230 

Smile on thy paft aiBidions, and relate. 
What chance rcftor'd thy virtue to the Greeks. 

Then Polydorus to the lift'ning chiefs. 
I was a Spartan. When my tender prime 
On manhood border'd, from my native (bore 235 
Snatch'd by Phoenician pirates, I was fold 
To Ariana, fifter to the king. 
And Hyperanthes. Fortune there was kind. 
My bonds committing to that gentle hand. 
Yet was 1 ftill a captive, and eflrang*d 240 

From Laced^mon* Demaratus oft 
With friendly forrows would my lot deplore. 

Nor 
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Nor lefs his own ill-fated virtue moorn'd. 

Loft to hi? country in a fervilefcourt. 

The center of corruption ; where in fmiles 245 

Is envy painted, treachery, and hate, 

And^.rankllng malice ; where alone (incere 

Thediffolute feekno difguife: where he 

Who all pofleffes, that a king can give, 

I« far lefs happy than the meaneft fon 250 

Of liberty, and groveling, as Ae flave. 

Who ferveshis cruel pride. Yet here the fun 

Ten times his annual period hath rencw'd. 

Since Polydorus hrath in bondage groanM. 

My bloom now paft^.or elfe by pining care 255 

Untimely withered, , I at laft return. 

And to my native land, the tidings bear. 

Of diftant defolation. Here in grief 

He paus'd, when thus Leonidas. Proceed.. 

Though from thy Hps inevitable fate. 260 

To all be threatened, thou art heard by none, . 

Whofc dauntlefs fouls can entertain a thought, 

I 5 But 
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But how to fall the nobleft. Thus the chief; 
The reft in fpeechlcfs expe£lation wait. 
Such was the folemn filence^i which o'erfpread 265 
The flirine of Ammon, or Dodona's ihades. 
When anxious mortals fron) the mouth of Jove 
"Their doom explored. Nor Polydorus long 
Sufpends the Grecians^ but refuraes his tale. 

As I this night accompanied the fleps 270 

Of Ariana, ere we reachM the ftraits 
Before our view then op'ning, one appeared 
With hafty feet now traverfing the waj. 
Now fix'd intenfely towards the Grecian wall ; 
Then on a fuddcn darting would renew 275 

His reftlefs pace. As nearer we approachM, 
He by the moon, which glimmcr'd o'er our heads, 
X)efcried us, when advancing he demands 
Where bent our midnight courfe. I knew the voice 
Of Demaratus. To my breaft I clafpM a8o 

The venerable exile, and replied. 
Our purpofe a(k not. Sparta's camp we fcek^ 

And 
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And oh I.farcwclfor evert He rejoio'd. 
Thrice happy Polydorus ! .Thou again 
Shalt vifit Sparta to'thcfe eyes denied. 285 

Upon your paths may heav'n's proteOion fmitei 
Soon as you mix with yon triumphant tents, - 
Say to the Spartani, whbfe uriconquer'd arms 
Defend thofc rocks, you faw their exil'd king; 
Say, though their Wind credulity depriv'd 299 

The wretched Pemaratus of his home. 
From ev'i'y jdy fccluded, which awaits 
The parent and the hufband, from his wife,. 
His ofFspripg torti, his friends, and native gates. 
Him from his virtue could they ne!er divide : 295 
Say, that ev'n here, where all; are kings, or ilaves. 
Amid the riot of flagitious tourts 
Not quite extinfk the Spartan fpirit glows 
Within his breaft, though grief Jiath dim'd its fires. 
Remembring tbifi, to Lacedoefmoa's chief 300 

Report, that newly to the Pierfian hod 
Return'd a Miiian, Epialtesnam'd, 

Who 
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Who as a fpy bad fought the Grecian tents. 

He to,.the tyrant magnified hb art. 

Which with delufive eloquence had wrought ^05 

The Greeks to fuch defpair^ that Afia^s king 

Had been ere now their fovVeign matter own'd,, 

Had not the fpirit of their fingle chief. 

By fear unconquer'd, and on death refolv'd, 

Reftor'd their valour: therefore would the king 310 

Trutt to his guidance a feleded band. 

They foon flioiild pierce th' unguarded bounds of 

Greece, 
Led through a fecret paffage o'er the hills. 
Where no Leonidas fhould bar their way. 
Meantime by him the treach'rous Thebahs fent 3 1 5 
Aflfurance of their aid. Th'- aOenting king 
At once decreed two myriads to advance 
With Hyperanthes, with Abrocomes, 
And bold Hydarnes. Ev'ry chief befidps. 
Whom youth, or va our, or ambition warms, 3 20 
Rous'd by the traitor's eloquence, attends 

From 
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From all the nations, firM with eager zeal 
The firft to enter Greece. In filence now 
The youth remains. Tremendous from his feat 
Uprofe Plataea's chief. His eyes were flames, 325 
And ihuson trembling Anaxander burft 
The furious accents from his livid lips. 

Yet ere we fall, O traitor, (hall this arm 
To helPs avenging furies fink thy head. 

All now is tumult, evVy bofom fwells 330 

With rage untam*d, and vengeance. Half un* 

fheathy 
Diomedon's impetuous falchion blazM. 
But, as the Colchian forcerefs renownM 
In fables old, or Circe, when they fram'd 
A potent fpell from Erebus to wake 335 

The dead in dark and fleeting forms to glide 
Before the moon's dim twilight, with their charr^s 
Smoothed all ihe Tea, and fijenc'd e^ch rude blaft; 
Till. not a billow heav'd agairift the flic :, 
Nor ev'n the wantpn-winged zephyr wreath'd 340 
- .. The 
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The lightcft whifpcr ihrou^ the magic air : 
So,, when thy .voice, Leonidas, 19 heard. 
Fell difcord liftens ; Rage with facred awe 
Subddes in filence ; while conftiilon flept 

Wit HH DID this ralhnefs (interpos'd the king) 
Before we puniih, let us find the guilt. 346 

Nc t yet hath Pcrfia overturned our tents^ 
Nor yet her Barb'rous ihouts our ears alarnit 
We ftill have time for vengeance, and to know^ 
If yet our fwords defirudion may repel, 35(1 

Or how to die moft glorious. Then arofc 
Dieneces, and thus the Greeks befpake. 

Ere yet they pafs our borders, Xerxes' holl 
Muft learn to conquer, and the Greeks to fly. 
The fp^ars of Phocis guard the fecret paft* • 355 
Let inftant meflengers be thither feiit 
To know the Perfians progrefs. Alpheus here, 
.; LEaNiDAs, behold, my willing feet 
Shall to the Phocians bear thy great commands. 
Or climb the hills to mark th' approaching foe. 366 

Thou 
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Thou aSive fon of valour (thus returns 
The chief of Lacedsemon) in my thoughts 
For ever prefent, when the public caufe 
Demands the fwift, the vigilant^ and bold [ 
Go and furmount the rock's aerial height ; 365 

And while^ around> Oieneces conduds 
An hundred Spartans to the Phocians ald» 
Thou from the bills obferve the Perfians march. 
Before the purple-winged morn, the night 
Retiring, warnM their conference to ceafe. 370 

They all difperfe. When haftning on his courfe. 
And ready now to climb the lofty crags, 
O Polydorus, Alpheus thus exclaims. 
Long loft and late recover'd ! we muft part 
Once more, and now for ever. Thou return, 3 75 
And kifs the facred foil, which gave thee birth. 
Which calls thee back to freedom ? Deareft youth, 
I fliould have .tears to give thee — but farewel ! • 
My country chides me loit'ring in thy arms. 

This 
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.This faid, he quits his brother, and afcends, 380 
While Polj'donis anfwers. Alpheus no; 
I have the marks of bondage taerafe. 
My blood mud wafli the (hamefulftain away^ 

We have a father (Maron interposed) 
Thy unexpe£ked prefence will revive 385 

His heavy age> that childJefs clfe will mourn; 
Here Polydorus with a gloonjy fmilc^ 

III fliould I comfort others. View thefe eyes ; 
Paint is their light, and vaniih'd is my bloom 
Before its hour of ripenefs. In my brcaft 390 

Grief as a native will for ever dwell. 
Nor yield to time. Unceafing fliall my foul 
Brood o'er the dire remembrance of my youth 
In fervitude thus wafted. Life with me 
Hath loft its favour. Then in filent woe 395 

He hangs his head. His br6ther pleads in vain. 
He anfwers only with repeated groans. 
Now in his view Dieneces advanced 

With 
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With Sparta's band. On them his eyes are fix'd 
Immoveable, and thus his mind revolves. 400 

I TOO, like thefe> in'Lacedaemon fprung^ 
Inftruded once> like thefe, to potze the fpear^ 
And lift the pood'rous ihield. lU-deftin^d wretch ! 
Thy arm is now enervate^ and would. fail 
Beneath the buckler's we^ht^ O cruel Heav'n 405 
Who didft compel my free-born hand to change 
The warriour's jarms for ignprniniotts bonds % 
WouUft thou compenfate for my chains, my ihame. 
My ten years forrow, and the black defpair^ 
Which on my youth has prey'd ; propitious once 410 
Grant, I may bear my buckler to the fields 
And known a Spartan feek the (hades below. 

He ceas'd, and flidden turnM his (teps alide 
To find the tent of Agis ; there the youth 
With grateful formw miniilera his aid^ 415 

While with a kind and hofpitable hand> 
The gentle Agis by her lover's copfe 
On one faid bier the pallid beauties laid. 

Of 
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Of Ariana. Vk from fliackks frees^ 

Two Perfian captives^ whom his genVous arm 420^ 

That day prcferv-d from flaughter^ then began. 

To you I give that freedom, which you fought 
To fnatch from me. This recompence I alk^ 
And this atone. Tranfport to Afia's camp 
Thcfe bleeding reliques ; bid^ the Perfian king 425 
Weep o*er this flow'r thus blafted in its pride ; 
Then ky, th' alUjudgitig Gods have thus OfrdianM: 
Thou, whofe ambition o'er the groaning eaxth 
Leads defbtation, o'er the nat-ions (preads 
Calamity and tears, thou firA flialt mourny 430 
And through thy houfe deftriidion fitfl fiiall range. 

Thus chargM,^ to Afia^s hoft the captives bend;^ 
They (boa attain the Phocian wall> where now 
Was Dithyrambus ftation'd. He perceives 
The mournful bier approach. To him the fate 435 
Of Ariana was already toid; 
He meets the captives, when, with weeping eyea. 
On Teribazus tura'd, he thus exclams^ 

O! AS 
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O ! AS thy arms prefent thee, hadft thou been 

Indeed a Grecian I then thy gen'rous heart 440 

Its valour ne'er had wafted to fupport 

A kingVinjuftice ; then a gentle fate 

Had blefs^d thy life, or bleeding thou hadft known, 
» 

IJow fweet is death (or liberty. A Greek 

This friendly ^ifli affords thee, though his head 445 

Had loft the honours gathered from thy fall ; 

When fortune favour'd^ or propitious Heav*B 

Smil'd.on the better caufe. Ill-fated pair ! 

Whom with this ftream of pity here I lave ; 

But that my hoftile hands imbru'd with gore 450 

Muft be ungrateful to your loathing (hades. 

From alhhe neighboring valleys would I cull 

Their faireft growth, aod ftrew your hearfc with 

flow'rs. ^ 

Yet O accept thefe tears and pious pray'rs} 
May peace attend your afhcs ! may your fliades 455 
Pafs o'er the filent pool to happier feats, 
Where tyrants ne'er can enter to moleft 

The 
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The blifsfyl region ; but are far removed 

To realms of boo-ourj where friom righteoaa 

Heav'n, 
They bear thofe pains^ they merit from roan*- 

kind 1 46a 

He ceas'din tears. The captives leave the wall* 
And iiowly down Thermopylae proceed* 

End of ths Sixth Boox^ 
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BOOK VII. 



The Argument. 

^Tfs bodies ef Teribazus and Ariana are brought into 
the pre fence of Xerxes ^foon aft era report bad reached 
the camp, that half his navy wasfiipwreck'd. The 
Perftan monarch, quite difpirited, is perfuaded by 
Argues, vne of the fat raps, to fend an ambaffador 
to the Spartan king, Argejles him f elf is deputed, ix)bo^ 
after revealing his embaffy to Leonidas infecfet, is 
by him led before the whole army, and there receives 
iis anfwer. In the mean time Alpheus returns and 
declares, that the enemies were poffeffed of the pa f" 
fages in the hills, and were haflening to Tbermopyfa, 
upon which Leonidas offers to fend away all the 
army except his three hundred Spartans ; but Diome^ 
don, Demophilus^ Dithyrambus, and Megiflias re^ 
fufe to depart ? he then difmiffes Argefles, informs 
the Grecians of his defign to attack the Perftan camp 
in the night, and making all the neceffary difpojitions 
retires to l^s pavilion. 
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^•IBJEFORE the tent of Xerxes now ar^ 
/ B w riv'd 

Jf^Mji The Iterfian captives. On with folexim 
pace 
And flow they move. The monarch from afar 
Defcries their fad demeanour. They approach. 
Nor he forbids. That morn had Rumour told 5 
The lofs of half his navy dafliM on rocks 
By angry blafts, or buried in the fiirge* 
Thus, when his bleeding fifter met his eyes. 

Already 
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Already iunk in fadnefe» he had loft 
His krngly pride, the.pdreatof difdaiii> to 

And cold indiflfercncc Cor others' woes ; 
Kor cv'n befide His fifler's nobler corle 
Her humble lover now bis fcorn awak-d. 
In tears the captive'^ moomfal tak he heard, 
Aiid then (irft knew compaffion; b«t ere k>i^ 15 
Thofe traces vanifli'd from the tyrant^s breaft ; 
TLis former gloom redoubles^ for himfelf 
His anxious boibm heaves, and now he fears^ 
I^efl he with aS his mimbers fhould bC'caft 
A prey to fortune. Near ^he nnonarch ftood 2b 
The Spartan exile, whom be thus befpake. 
ODfiMARATUa, what will fate ordain 1 
Lo 1 Foflune turns againft me f Who (hall know 
How far her daring malice may extend. 
Which rages now fo hear me, and hath made 25 
My houfe the feat of ruin? I have feat 
From my unibelter'd fide my braveft <:hiefs> 
And choiceA troc^s topafs the defart.hiil,. 

Led 
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Led by this Maliati ; may tiot there th€ Greeks 
With oppofitloti more tremendous ftifl 30 

And ruinousj than yefter fun beheld^ 
Refiftlefs hold their craggy poft; renew 
Their ftony thunder with augmented rage. 
And fend whole quarries down the rocky fteep 
Again to crufli nly legions ? Oh ! unfold 35 

Thy fecrct foul, nor hide the hariheft truth; 
Say what remains to hope ? The exile here. 

If truth unblam'd may ifliie from my lips^ 
Too well, imperial Xerxes, you prefage 
What may befal your legions. If the Greeks 46 
ArrangM within Thermopyte,' a pafs 
Acceflible and fpacious, could repel 
With fuch deftru£lion their unnumbered foes | 
What fcenes of havock muft th* untrodden paths, 
ConfinM among the craggy hills, afford ? 45 

Immers'd in care th^ monarch filent fat. 
Amid th' incifcling peers Argeftes ftood, 
A potent f rihce.. On Sipylus he reign'd, 

Whofc 
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Whofe lofty fummits overlook'^ t^^c waves 
Of Herimis and Padolus ; either ftream 50 

EnrichM with .golden lands its tribute bore 
To thisfft^t fatrap j throu^ljL the fervile court . 
Ye^ w^ tbene pone jnore pra^s'd in the ^rts. 
Of mean fubmiillon; none more (kilPd togaia 
The Tpyal favour ; none, /who better kn^w 55 

Tbf pkrafe^ the.lpoksi anfl geftflfe of a OaYe. 
In Toothing ^words lie thus the. king befpdka 

If Xerxes, will to fpare his faithful bands 
And not e;cert the terroms of his powV I ' 
More gentle means of cctnqueft than by arms^ 6^ 
Nor lefs fecqye^ nuy artifice fupply. . ' 
Renown'dDarius> -thy imperial fire, . 
Great in the ^l pf kingdopjs^ . lipng In y^in 
Tbe fi^d>o( proud Euphrates with his hyft . . 
O'erfpread-; at length ^nfiding m the wiles 65 

Of 2ppyrus, the mighty king fubdu'd. 
The Bs^^}onian tow'r^t^: but whp (hall count. 
What num'rous ftates by policy have fall'n j 

K - And 
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And let cbmiption once her aW impaTt, '.'''' - ' * 
Ifot one (hall ftand. What race <)f men{)6Bt($ 70 
Such probity and wifdom, -whom the^^^vei! 
Of craft miy build fiot^ nortofr'uprion^icliirrm ^ 
Seduce. O Xentfes/ th©a, ^hoib heav'n ''fca& 

ratsM * ^ 

^To mor« dian morfal'grbatmf^^ cartftihoafind * 
Through all thyektipir^ Wlficlrfrom imlia^s ihoris 75 
Shdl reach Ettrotai^'fixm/fto^idasiilfog gift 
To gaunthjc Grecian ItHitt ? O )ilfpcl 
The cloud of fadiiefs front thifc^facr^d eyes, ' - 
And proffer ftrcight' tij liacedfettionV chirf;^ ^ 
What may thy own ihtmiiSccnce'defclafe,- - '80 
And i¥in his fwdrd to aid thee, Xerxes here,' 
RousM from hie tfince of borrow, iWtff replied;' ' ' 
Wise are thy Vordr and cbdiflefi; ' Go, repair,- 
iJLy faithtfiil jfeVvant, ^ to tHe GrecJam chiefs * 
Fall down before iim; bid Km join our arms^- S5 
And hftlhalt>ry^ti o'^r AHibi^fefei^iftaiw^-^ - '- 

i •!':.: '/ ' ,J' •; \-' v^: : joT^ ii .; . .* 

At 
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At once Argelles leaves the monarch's fide. 
Hq now approaches to the Phbcian waif.- 
Thence Dith^rambus leads him to the tent 
Of Lacedsefflon's king. Retreated there ^ . 90 
Alone the hero meditating fat» 
On future woes to Perfia. At his feet 
Prone bows Argeftes, sind b^gun. Thus low 
Before thy awful prefence Xerxes wills^ 
That I ihould bend me proftrate to the earthy 95 
And thus Qccoft thee. -Qre^t and matchlefs chiefs 
By fortune favoured,, andbelot'd by.heav'nj 
Thus fays the lord of Afia ; join our arms> 
And we reward thee with the fovVeign rute 
O'er siU the powerful ftates of haughty Greece^ lOO 
•And, O illuftrious warriour,. heed my w.ordp 5 . ; 
Think on the blife bf royally, the pomp 
Of courts, their endlefs pleafures, trains of ffavcs, 
Whoi-eftlefs watch for thee and thy delighfe, ; 
With all the glories of unriyaU'd fway. 105 

liOok on th' Iodic and ^olian Greeks 

K z From 
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From them their phantom liberty is flown. 

While in each province^ rais'd by Xerxes' hand^ 

Some favourM chief prefides (exalted ftate. 

Which envious freedom gives not) on his head t it> 

He bears the gorgeous diadem^ and fees 

His equak once now profirate at his ffarone* 

Yet how much great^^hou^ whom gen Val Greece, 

That teems with mightieft^tes, ihall <a}l her lord. 

Thee only worthy. How will Greece rejoice n 5 

ilround thy throne^ and hail th* aufpicious hour. 

When thou, feleded by the Pet'iian king. 

To Wefs'Confentinjg-nations^witli thyfwjiy, \ 

Did ft cailmthe fury of unfparing war, 

"Which elfe had delugM all with blood and flam& I 

Hs faid. The chief replies not, but commands tzz 

The Thefpian youA, who near-thc tent had watchM, 

To rumraon all the Grecians. He obeys. 

While from his feat the hero mov^d, and bade • 

The Pcrfian follow^ He amaz'd attends, 1 1$ 

» 
Sur- 
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Surrounded foon by. all the Grecian bands ; 
I When him the godlike. Spartan thu$ befpake. 

Here, Pcrlian^ tell thy, ambaffy, repeat,, 
That to obtain my friendfhip Afia's lord 
. Bids me accept the fov'rrignty of Greece ; 130 
Then view.this^ band, whofe valour (hall preferve 
That GrreiBce unconc[qer*d, which your king beftows,. 
And drew your bodies on its crimfon. plains: 
The indignation painted an their looks, 
And gen'rous fcorn fliall anfwer for their chief. 135 

The hero ceas'd^ when fuddenly returned . 
The fpcedof Alphcus; all fufpended ftraight. 
On himdirea their fight, who thus began. 

ErbI could join the Phocians, , from the hill. 
Which overhung the clofe defile, I view'd 14a- 

The pow'rs of Perfia. Down the narrow ftralt. 
Nofooner gleamed th' innumerablefpears,. 
But by our angry dcfliny milled. 
Or fomecurftdsmon, enemy to Greece, 
The Phocians quit their flation. Through the pafs 
K3 An 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



5122 L ^ O N 1 D A Sf. Book VIL 

An inundation of Barbarians pours, 149 

The traitor Epialtcs is their guide. 

And to Thermopylae direSsI their courfc. 

He here concludes. Unutterable fear 
In horrid filencc wrapt the lift'ning throng, 150 

Agliaft, confounded ; filent too were thofe. 
Who knew no terror, yet with wonder mtite^ 
Thick-wcdg'd inclos'd Lcomdas around. 
Who thus with calmed elocution fpoke. 

I NOW behold my defliny compleat, 155 

And how at lafl Leonidas mull die. 
Here with the Spartans (hall I reft behind. 
While you, my faithful, brave allies, retreat. 
Then art thou near, thou glorious, facred hour. 
Which flialt my country's liberty confirm ! 160 

All hail ! thou folemn period ! thee the tongues 
Of Virtue, Fame, and freedom fliall record. 
And celebrate in ages yet unborn. 
Then O farewel, Megiftias, wife and brave ; 
Thou too experienced, venerable chief, 165 

De. 
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Demophilus farewel : farewel to thee 
Invincible Dbmedoo, to thee 
Unequkli'd Drthyn^mlnis^ and to air^ 
You other dauntlefs warriors, who may claim' 
Praife from myiips,. and friendfliip from my- heart. 
You, after all the wonders which your fwords 171 
Have here accomplilh'd, fliall enrich your names 
With frefh renown. Your valour rauft compleat. 
What we begin. Here fitfl th* aftonifli'd.foc . 
A dying Spartan (hall with terror vFew, 1 7^ 

Aud tremble, while he conquers ; then, by fate 
Led from his dreadful viftory difmay'd, 
Againft the phalanx of united Grelece^ 
By your unconquer'd fpears himfelf ihall fail. 
< Here interposM the fierce Plataean chief. 1 Sd 
By the twelve Gods enthron'd in heav'n fupreme. 
By my fair name unfuliied 3ret I fwear. 
Ne'er fhall thy eyes, Leonidas, behold 
Diomedon forfake thee. Firft let ffrength 
Defert my limbs, and valour fliun my heart. 1 85 
K 4 Did 
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Did I not face the Marathonian war ? 
Have I not feen Thermopyls ? O Fattnt, 
What more canft thou beftow, or I receive ? 
Where can I living purchafe brighter praife. 
Than dying here ? A more illuftrious tomb . rpo 
Where can I gniti, than underneath the heaps 
Of Perfians fallen the vidims of our fwords. 
He ended^ when Demophilus fubjoin'd. 

O KING of Sparta^ pride of human race^ 
Whom none e'er equall'd^ but the feed of Jove^ 195 
Thy own forefather numbered with the Gods^ 
Lo ! I am old. With faltring fteps I tread 
The prone defcent of years. The winged hours 
By me, as one unequal to their fpecdi 
Who can no more their fleeting joys attain, apo 

Unheeding Aide. My youth my country claim'd. 
My age no moj9 can ibrve her ; what remains ? 
What eligible.hopc can wifdom form, • * 
Butt o die well ? Upon this glorious earth 
With thee, unrivall'd hero, will I clofe 205 

The 
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The eve of life. So fpake the hoary chief. 

When Dithyrambus next. O firft of Gieeks, 

Me too think worthy to attend thy fame. 

With this mod dear and venerable man. 

For ever honoured from my tend'reft age, 2 (» 

Ev'n till on life's extremity we part. 

Nor too afpiring let tny hopes be dcem'd ; 

Should the Barbarian in his triumphs mark ^ 

My youthful limbs among the gory heaps, . 

Thence may his fears be doubled, when again 215 

He meets in fields hereafter to be known 

The Grecian ftandards, trembling at a foe,. 

To whom the theflowV and blooming joys oflifc 

Are lefs alluring than a noble fntfi. 

To him Demophilus. Wilt thou too bleed, 220 
My Dithyrambus? But I here withhold 
All counfel from thee, who art wife as brave. 
If then tliy magnanimity retain 
Thee too, with great Leonidas to fall. 
At cither's fide our limbs (hall prefsthe ground, 225 
K 5 And 
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And drop together in the arms of Death ; 

So if th' attentive traveller we draw 

To our cold reliques, wondVing fliall he trace 

The diflPrent fcene, and pregnant )vithapplaufe, 

O wife old man^ exclaim, thou well haftchofe 230 

The hour of fate : and O ! uncquallM youth. 

Who to thy country didft thy bloom devote^ 

Mayft thou remain for ever dear to Fame I 

May Time rejoice to name thee ! and may Peace 

With gentleft pinions hover o'er thy urn ! 235 

This faid, the hero with his lifted fhield 
His face o'erlhades, and drops a fecret tear ; 
Not this the tear of anguifh, but derivM 
From fondaffeSion, grown mature with time; 
Which in a feebler mind to pain had turned, 240 
But in the Thefpian's firm and virtuous breaft. 
Alone a manly tendernefs awak'd, 
Unmix'd with pity, or with vain regret. 

Megistias laft addrefs'd the Spartan chief. 
Thou, whom the Gods have chofen to exalt 245 

Above 
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Above mankind in virtue and renown^ 

O call not me prefuroptuous, who implore 

Among thefe heroes thy regardful ear I 

To Lacedaemon I a ftranger came. 

You there prcferv'd me,, there with hbnours dad ; 

Nor have I yet one benefit rcpay'd. 25 r 

That now the gen'rous Spartans may behold 
In me their high beneficence not vain,. 
Here to their caufe I cqnfecrate my breath. 
, Not fo Megiftias (interposed the king) 255, 

Thou and thy (on retreat. Again the feer- 

FoRBiD it,- thou eternally ador'd, 
O Jove, confirm my perfevering foul ! 
Nor let my fear neglefik this happy hour. 
To (hew the Spartans, I defcrv'd their care. a6o 

Thou, Menalippus, hear the king's command,. 
And my paternal tendemefs revere. 
Do thou withdraw thee from me, to my hand 
Thy armsrefigning, Fbrtune will fupply 
Frefli toil for valour. Vanquife then, or find 265 

A glo- 
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A glorious grave ; but fpare thy father's eye 

The bitter anguifli to behold fhy youth 

Untimely bleed before him. Grief fufpends 

His fpeech^ and interchangeably their arms 

Impart their lafl embraces. Either wept, 270 

The hoary parent, and the blooming Ton. 

But from his temples the pontific wreath 

Megiftias now unloofens, and refigns 

His hallowM vedments ; while the youth with tears 

The helmet buckles o'er his fnowy locks, 275 

And on hisbreaftadjufts the radiant mail. 

While fuch contempt of life, fuch /ervld xeal 
To die with glory, animate the Greeks, 
Far other thoughts poflcfs Argeftes' foul. 
Amaze with mingled terror fmote his heart ; 280 
Cold drops, diftill'd from ev*ry pore, bedew 
His fhivVing limbs ^' his bofom pants ; his knees 
Yield to their burthen f ghaftly pale his cheeks. 
Pale are his lips and trembling : fuch the mind 
Of flaves corrupt, to them the beauteous face 285 

Of 
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Of virtue turns to horror. But the chief 
Of Lacedaemon now the wretch befpake. 

Return to Xerxes; tell him on this rock 
The Grecians faithful to their pod await 
His chofen myriads ; tell him, thou haft feen, 290 
How far the luft of empire is below 
A free-born mind : and tell him, to behold 
A tyrant humbled, and by virtuous death 
To feal my country's freedom, is a good, 
Surpaffing all his boafted powV can give. 295 

He faid, the. Perfians haften through the pafs. 
But now once more Diomedon arofe. 
Wrath overcafts his forehead, while he fpake. 

Yet more muft flay and bleed. Inglorious 
Thebes 
Ne'er fliall receive her traitors back, but here 300 
Shall they atone their perfidy by death 
Ev*n from their fwords, to whom their abje6k 

hearts 
Have facrific'd their faith. Nor dare to hope, 

Ye 
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Ye vile deferters of the public weal. 

Ye coward flaves, that mingled with the heaps 305 

Of thofe, who pcrifli in their country's caufe. 

You (hall your fhame conceal WhoeW fliall pafs 

Along this field of glorious flain, and trace 

With veneration evVy nobler corfe-; 

His foul, though warm with generous applaufc> Jfo 

A while fliall curb the tranfport to repeat 

Its execrations o'er your impious heads. 

On whom that fate^ which gives toothers fame. 

Is infamy and vengeance; Dreadful thus 

On the pale Thebans fentence he pronounced, 3x5 

Like Rhadamanthus, from th* infernal throne. 

When with inexorable frowns he doom'd 

The guilty dead to ever-during pain ; 

While Phlegcthon its flaming billows roH'd 

Before their fight, and ruthjefs furies (hqok 520 

Their hiflirig ferpents. AH the Greeks aflent. 

With clamours echoing through the concave rock. 

Forth 
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Forth Anaxander in th' aflembly ftood^ 
And thus began with indignation feign'd. 
If yet your clamours, Grecians, are allay 'd> 325 
Behold, I (land before you to demand. 
Why thefe my brave companions, who alone 
Of all the Thebans under my command, 
Durft force their paflage through difTuading crouds 
To join your hoft, fliould now be traitors dcem'd.; 
Accus'd by one alone, a baniih'd wretch, 331 

Whom Lacedaemon in her anger drove 
Far from her confines ; one, who meanly fought 
A fervile court for (helter : has he drawn 
Such virtues thence, that Sparta, who before 335 
Held him unw^orthy of his native foil. 
Should truft him now before auxiliar friends ? 
Injurious Greeks! we (corn the thought of flighty 
Let Afia bring her millions ; unconftrain'd 
We wait the confliQ, and for Greece will die. 340 

Thus in the garb of virtue he adom'd 
Neceflity, deluding ev'ry Greek 

Except 
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Except Laconia's hero. He percciv'd 
Through all its fair difguife the traitor's heart 
So, when at fitft mankind^ in fcience rude 345 

Rcver'd the moon, as bright with native beams. 
Some fage, thai walk'd with Nature through her 

works. 
By Wifdomled, difcern'd, the various orb 
Itfclfwasdark, in foreign fplendotirs clad. 
Now uncxpcftcd with his troop return'd 350 

Dieneces, and thus to Sparta's king. 

1 NEED not tell thee, that the Perfian pow Vs 
Have pafs'd the fecrct ftrait. This night they halt. 
But with the morning will invade us here. 
We come to die with thee. United thus, 355 

Our ftrength a fiercer contcft (hall maintain ; 
Whence a more bright example to our friends. 
And ftronger terror of the Grecian name. 

HE.faid, when thus.Leonidas began. 
O Spartans, bear, and all you other Greeks, 360 
Whofe matchlefs virtue fliallinroll your naipes 

In 
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In timt^p eternal records, and inhance 

Your country's luftre ; lo F the fetriog fun 

Inflames the broad horiwn. All.retire^ 

And in^your tents invoke the pow'r o£flcep> 3^5 

To aid your vigour, and ta give your limbs 

Unwearied patience erf cjontinued toil ; 

But when the iecond watch begins^ Itt alt 

With mutual esthortation rpufe to arms : 

Forfoon, as Cynthia from tiic vault of beav'n 370 

Hath hung her ibini^g lamp,, through Afia's boft 

Shall death wilh horror andattatenoMnt i^ge^ 

Their camp is open to our fwords,. deprived 

Of all its chpfeQ warrioiirs. &ut I charge 

All, ev'n the'Spartahs, who aflre maiipM, or weak,- 

To pain, or toU unequal, from our camp 376 

This hour to hailen. You our brave allies 

Of Corinth, Phlius, with th' Arcadian hands . 

And Mycenceans mnft npt yet return. 

But here, while we repofe, in arms renoain ; 3S0 

When we our tents abandon, then depart. 

H* 
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He faid, all heardobedhcnty and difpers'd ; . 
While ta hU tent the godlike chief repairs^ 
And with hina Agis, whom he thus befpakb. 

O Agi?, hear and mark my laft command. 385 
With wary skill difpofe the nightly guard,^ 
That no deferter from the Theban tents ; 
May reach the camp' of Afia^ or afceiid 
To thofe now halting on the neighboring hills« 
Nor yet with as -ebefaiM^tf.biaAd muft jein» 29» 
Not^ with fudi bafe aflbciates^nmA'we tfoft 
Our great defign. Their perfidy might fobn^ 
Find means to rouie the unfufpeding foe^ ' 
And all our glorious enterprife confound* 
Then^ Oni^fiaithful Agis, ere we move» S9S 

While on:^ the folemti facrificc iDtent> 
As Lacedsemon'sfkcred lawsbrdain. 
Our prayers w« offer to the tuheful nine^ 
Do thou in whifpers charge the Theban train, * 

Slow and in iilence to difperfe and fly. 40^ 

This 
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This faid, they* parted. On his couch alone 
Reclines the heco^ where he thus resolves. , 
M^ fate is now impending. O my heart \ 
What more auipicious period could I chufe 
For death, th»now ; when beating high with joy 
Thou tell'ft vfi^ I am happy ? I£ to live, 406 

Or die,, as Victue di£tates, be to know 
The pureft blifs ^ if flie her charms difplay 
Still beauteous, ftlU unfading, dill ferine 
Toyouih,, to age, to death; wbateyec.her ^lO. 

Thofe other climes of uflcorruptiye joy. 
Which heaa^^ti in dark futurity conceals. 
Stilt here, O Virtue, thou art all our good*. 
Then what a. black,, unfpeakable revcrfe 
The wretched oflFspring of In^ftice prove ?. 4*5 

What in the ftruggle of departing diay„ 
When life's laft glimpfe cjttinguifliing prefent* 
Th* unknown, inextricable gloom of death ? 
But can I paint the terrors of a breaff. 
Where guilt refides ? , Leonidas forcga 42«» 

The 
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The horrible conception, feek again^ 
Thy own untroubled hearty and grateful bow^ 
To thofe benignant pow^r^^ who fram'd thy mind! 
In crimes unfrttitfuU nev«r to admit- 
The black impreiion of a guilty thoughts 425. 

Elfe could I foarleft thus reKnquiih life >^ 
No. Suchunflukeh calmnefs from (h' unjuft 
b ever abfent« Oft. in them, the ragjs. 
Of fome prevailing paffion for a timer 
Siiiq>reflres fear. Oft hurried on they lofe ^30^ 

The fenfe of danger^, when dominion, powV^. 
And purple pomp thek daivrled %h trenchant^. 
Yet ftill the joys of life alone they feek. 
But he, who caUnly meets refiftlefs fate,. 
When glory, only, . and the general good- 43f 

Invite him forward,. muftpoITefs a foul^ 
Which all content deducing^ fram-itfelf 
Can by unerring Virtue's conftant light 
Dtfcem, when <|eath is worthy of bis choice. 
The man thus.great and happy, in the fcope 440 

Of 
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Of his large mind is firetchVi beyond hlsddte^ 
Ey'non this fhorc of being he in thought 
Supremely blefs'd anticipates the ^ood. 
Which late pofterity from him derives. 

The hero clos'<l his meditation liere. . • 4I1.5 
The fwelling tranfports of his mind fubfide 
In foft oblivioi^^ while thefilken plumes 
Of fle^p envelop liis extended iinibs, 

End of thk Setekth Book. 
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BOOK VIII. 



Tlic Argument 



Limtdas rljmg ahoui tbtee hours bifore tHsdnight, re-* 
lates to an ajjembly of the leaders adream^ wbtcb is 
interpreted by Megijlias ; he then arms him/elf, and 
marches in procejpon with his Hxjbole troops to an altar 
newly raised on a neighbouring meadow^ and there 
offers afacrijice to the Mufei: he invokes the aj/i* 
Jlanee oftbofe Goddejfesy he animates his companions^ 
and then, placing himjelf at their head, leads them 
cgainft the enctny in the dead of the nights 



LEO- 
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BOOK vm. 

^*M[ C A^RCiE was: began tl« fecond ^atch of 
S n5 ' firgtt, '• I- 

-^^Ms/Whctthfe pivilioQ Agis left* kud fouj^ht 
The chief of Laceddemdiu Him he found 
Spread oii^(thuiqBilri}6iich,.^whil^ o'er his face 

|lis fluniber {libted^iikean ev^iiing&y 

Yet ihieak M with tud4y- K^ht^ vh(sh fummer fuas 

Have tmM choir^btdimbg anrebeads/ .TcM^Jrt • 

-:: . The 
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T^ic >cyc of Agis. Fricndfliip IweH'd his lieart^ 
And veneration. Cki his knee inclined to 

The hero's band he kifs'd, and thus began. 

O THOo with m6re than litimaii virlues great> 
Accept this homage I and may gentle ilee^ 
Yet longer dofe thy eyelids; diat linlrlam'd .* 

I thus rtivj bow before thee. Thus he ipake> 15 
And, proftrate bent, his godlike friend rever'd^ 
Whofe eye the ihades 6E fliiinibei^now forfake. 
So, when new rifing heav'n*s te^lendent orb 
JUiiimiiesfirft'the;faUe,£kicli«f ni^l ..' - - 
The white-robM Magi, or the Indian feer^ ; ' ^ao 
Are feen from Ganges, or Eniriiiiales'. fide> 
Before th' emerging ^ory bow'd to haiL 
The racKaiit emblem 'of ih' ionmeifrtai miAi \ 
:< Both heroes rofe, andimz^diAdr'firicn4Iy arns^' 
And now to Agis had rthc^Spfil-tfh.ktiig'- . ., a^ 
DifclosM his ibul; wh^ lo ! thfi .Girecian cbie!fs> 
Allrm&'a, adirancmg:v^tbrtbfdfuiWtf9 ^^01 fj.. . 
Of armour, pierc'd the twilight (hade. With joy 

Leo* 
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Leonidas accofts them. O thrice hail! 

My virtuous friends. Approach, and all attend, 30 

While I relate, and you with wonder hear. 

This night no fooner fleep opprefs'd my brows. 

But o'er my head the empyreal form 

Of my great fire Alcides feem'd difplay'd. 

I faw his magnitude divine ; his voice 35 

' I heard, his folemn mandate to arife. 
I rofe. He bade me foUow : I obeyed. 
Up to a mountain, whofe ethereal brow 

^ ThMnvoIving clouds divided, weafcend. 

Ere long we refted, fuddenly the howl 40 

Of wolves, and dogs, the vulture's piercing fliriek. 
The yell of ev'ry beall and fowl of prey. 
Within my ears dtfcordant broke. I turn'd. 
When lo ! a furface all with gore deformed 
Beyond my view illimitable ftrctch*d, 45 

One vaft expanfe of horror. There a corfe, 
Which with its huge dimenfions feem'd to hide 

L Ty 
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Th' unbounded plain, lay wclt'ring, red with 

wounds 
Delv*d in th' enormous limbs, wMch bleeding 

gorg'd 
The vulture's famine. Wondering f beheld, 5a 
When from behind I heard a fecdftd found. 
Like furges tumbling t)'er a crsrggy fliore. 
Again I turn'd. An oceian there appeared 
With riven keels, and flirouds, and fhivei'M oaft. 
With zTtns, arid matigledcarCafes^beftrewn 35 

Innumerous. The billdws foam'd with Mood, 
And whelm'd i crimfon deluge o*cr theftrand. 
But where the waters, nnobfcf v'd before. 
Between tv^oadverfe fhores contraSing tdlVd 
Aftormytide, upon the beach, forlorn, 60 

One of m^jeftic ftature 1 defcried 
In ornaments imperial. Oft on me 
He bent his clouded eye-fcalls. Oh my name 
With imprecations dft he-call'd aloud. 
Then rent his fplendid garments, and his head 65 

In 
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Ib rage divefted of its graceful hairs. 

Impatient now he ey*d a flendcr IkifF, 

Which mounted on the curling foam approachM^ 

With indigoation, and reludant grief 

Once more his fight reverting, he cmbark'd 7a 

Amid the perils of the frowning wavcs^ 

O thou, whole virtue rank'd thee with the Cods, 

(I here exclaim'd) inftrud noe what producM 



i This d^folation ? when the God returned. 



I 



Let thy afloniib'd eye again review 75 

What thou didft late abhor. I lookM and faw 
A land, where plenty with difporting hand 
PourM all the fruitu of Amalthea's horn ; 
Where bloomM the olive, and the cluftVing vine 
With its broad foliage mantled ev'ry hill ; 8fy 

Where Ceres with exuberance iarob'd 
The pregnant bofom of the $eld» in gold ; ' 
Where fpacious towns, whofe circuks proud con** 

tainM 
The dazling works of wealth, unnumberM fhonc, 
L z The 
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The ftrength and fplcndour of the peopled land. 85 
Then in a moment clouds obfcar'd my fight. 
And 931 was vanifliM from my waking eyes. 

Thrice we falute the omen (thus began 
The fage Megiftias) in thy myftic dream 
I fee the Grecian viaories. The earth, 90 

The deep ihall own their triumphs ; and the tesirs 
O A fia, and cjf Libya (hall bewail 
Their offspring caft before the viikure's beak. 
And all the monftrous natives of the main. 
Thofe joyous fields of plenty fliall be Greece g^ 
Enrich'd with conqueft, and Barbarian fpoils. 
Ai.d whom thou faw'ft in regal vefture clad 
Priiit on the fands his folitary fteps. 
Is Xerxes foil'd and fugitive fiOm Greece. 

Mecistias thus, uhile ev'ry bofom felt 100 
Enthufia ic rapture, joy beyond 
AU fenfe, and all conception but of thoffc. 
Who die to fave their country. Here sgain 
Leonidas th' exulting chiefs addrtfs'd. 

Since 
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Since happinefs from virtue is derivM, 105 

Wha for his country dies, that moment proves 
Moft happy, as moft virtuous. Such our tot. 
To this the gods fliall add eternal fame. 
But now go forth, Megirtras, and with fpced 
Prepare the viQim, and the facred flames; 1 10 

That to the Mufes, as the Spartan hw 
Commands, our prayVs and off'rings may be paid,. 
Ere to yon camp our hoftife feet we bend* 
But^ O remember, from the (olemn rite^ 
Let evVy found be abfent, not the pipe,. 1 1 3 

Nor ev'n the mufic-breathing flute be heard. 
Mean time, ye leaders, evVy barrd inftni€k 
To move infitencej nor with (houts alarm 
The midnight ftillnefs. Mindful of their charge 
The chiefs depart. Leonidas provides i2?o 

His various armour. Firfl the breaft-pfate arras 
His ample cheft. O'er this the hero fpreads 
The mailed cuirafs from his fhoulders hung. 
The Ihining belt infolds his mighty loins. 

L 3 Next 
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Next on his flately temples he ere&s 1 25 

The plumed helm, then grafps his ponderous fhield ; 

Where nigh tlie centre on the fwelling brafs 

Th' inimitable ariift had imbofsM 

The (hape of great Alcides, whom to gain 

Two Goddeffcs contended. Pleafure here 130 

Won with foft wiles th' attra^d eye, and there 

The form of Virtue dignified the fcene. 

In hermajeftic fweetnefs was diiclos^d 

The mind fublintie and happy. From her lips 

Seem*d eloquence to ilow. With looks ferexie, 135 

But fix'd intent upon the fon of Jove, 

She wayM her hand, where winding to the(kies 

Her paths afcended. On the fummit flood 

Fame, and protended her eternal trump, I 

Incumbent on a trophy near to heav'n. 140 I 

The youth attentive to her wifdom ownM 

The prevalence of virtue ; while his eye | 

With allthe fpirit, which redeemed the world 

From tyranny and monfters, ardent flamed ; 

Not 
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Nat undefcried by Pleafure, where (he lay 145 

Stretched on ji gorgeous carpet which befprcad 
The mcackxw with magi^ificeoce^ Around 
Were flowVeU fire.wu^ and wantouly in rills 
Soft ilreams m^Dander'd. All rela?:M her limbs : 
JSTpr w]^tin^ jet folicitude to gain, 150 

What loft fhe fear'd, e^ fti'wggling with defpair 
Sh^ feeip'd i:oHe£UDg all her power of charms. 
And with exocfs of fwect allurement fmird : 
In vwn J for Vixttie fway*4i AlQi4«s'mtAd. 
Jioiice all histlahpiir. TracM with vgripus 9^t ^55 
They fillJd t.he furface of the.{paclo.us jtarge. 
This portraiture of glory on his arm 
Leonidas fupports*. Then forth be tpwVs 
From his pavilion. With their trop.ps array 'd 
Tbe chiefs attended. Flaming torches blaz'd i6p 
In ev'ry hand. And now with filent pace 
All 10 the fokmn Sacrifice proceed* 
Firfl: Polydorps with -the hallow'd .knjfe> 
And barley ftrewM with facred fait advanced. 

L 4 DIo- 
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Diomedon befide him, in his grafp 165 

A weighty mace fuftaining. Like the reft 

All bright in armour, with his fhield and fpear^ 

Megiftias followed, anunfpotted prieft. 

And dauntlefs warriour. From on high his helm 

With wreaths around the fliining creft rcveal'd 1 70 

His facerdotal honours. By the horns. 

Where laurels twin*d, with Alpheus Maron kad« 

The confecrated ox. And lot behind 

Leonidas approaches. Ne'er before 

With fuch traproending Majefty he trod, 1 75 

Nor his own virtue, as that hour, enjoyM. 

Then venerable moves the Thcfpian chief. 

And great Dieneccs. To them the bloom 

OfDithyrambus, glowing with thefenfe 

Of future praife fucceeds, with graceful fteps 1 8a 

The gcn'rous Agis next ; the Thebans laft 

Repining and inglorious. Then flow march 

The hoft all mute, nor Ihakc their brazen arms. 

Not 
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Not from ThermppylaB remote the hilts 
Of Oeta yielding to a fruitful dale 1 85 

"W i thin their fide half-circling had kicloi'd 
A fair expanfe with verdure fmooth. The bound* 
Were edg'd with wood o'erlook'd by fnowy cliffs, 

.Which from the clouds bent frowaing^ From a rock 
Above the loftieft fummit of the groves. 190 

A tumbling torrent wore the fliagged ftonc,. 
Then gleaming through the interwoven (hade 

. The valley water'd. O^er the level (hone 
Its glafly bofom, and with placid wave» 
The fmiling lawn^ divided. Near the banks^ ipj 
Which flow'rs made various> new*erefi;ed flood 
A ruftic altar,, which a chofen train. 
Appointed by Megiftias, raised with tm^f 
Cut by their falchions from the verdant mead : 
Broad was the furface, high; with, piles of 
.wood, 200 

The plenteous tribute of th'\adjaeent grovesi 
All interfpers'd with laurel. Here a vafe 

L 5 Fill'd 
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Fiird with thebriny waters cf the fe«, 

(More pure than evVy ftream, or fountain, .deem'd) 

Was placed befide the altar. There with wme 205 

tJntnix'd capacious goblets ftood ^rr^ng'd. 

Here is the viSim brought. Megiftias ftreight 

tits hehn unloofens. With'hts. hoary head 

UncoverM round the folctnn pile he treads. 

And With -a branch of laurel, fcatters wide sio 

The facred moifture ofthe-main. His hand 

With mingled fait and barley ne*t beftrews 

The altar, andtheviaim. O'er the horns 

STH' inverted goblet foanaingJwith>the grape 

DifFii^d'the rich libahon. Now advanced 215 

Diomedon. Megiftras gave commafld. 

Down funk the viSitn with ddeathful ftroke. 

Nor groari^J. Megiftias • buries in the throat 

The haUow'd fteel. A crimfon<ieluge flows. 

Swift from the limbs the fuming hide is torn, • 220 

The fleflidifleverM on the altar heap'd. 

Now fmoaks the pile, then fudden flames abroad. 

' , ' Aburft 
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A burft of fplendor.difllpates the dark. 
Greece ethrongs aroiuid. Each lifts a fparkling brand 
. jWith beamktg.javjsUhs intersnli'd, andihields^ 2^5 
And poli^'drhelmisy jwhich multiply the blaze. 
Mean time the great Leonidas ^rewnigb^ 
And ffoodbefore the altar. There his hclnci 
UnclafpM (o Agisihe ccmmlt^, his jfliield 
And fp^r to Dythycambus, th^n his arms CL^O 

Extenjliog thus in fupplications fpoke. 

Harmoi^iqus daughters of Olympian Jove, 
Whoon the top of H^Uconadory, 
And high Parnaffos, with delighted ears 
Bend to thjc warble <»fCaftaHa*s wave, 235 

And Ag^ippe's.murinursy if. from thence 
We muft-invokeAyour preiienc e ; . or along 
The ridge (£neighb?ringPindusif your fteps 
Now wander through your confecrated bow'rs, 
Thence. turn, yeMufes, nor for once difdain 240 
Each with. her beauteous form tbefe bilk to gr^ce^ 
And ftand th' immortal.witnefs.ofourfate ! 

iBut 
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But with you bring hir Liberty, whom Jove 

And you moft honour. Let her facred eyes 

Approve her dying Grecians, let her voice 245 

Witbexultation tell the earth and heav'ns, 

Thefe are her fons ; then ftrike your tuneful (hells. 

And with oarpraifebid harmony rejoice. 

Record us guardians of our parents age. 

Our matrons virtue, and our infants bloom, 2150 

And glorious bulwarks of our country^ laws. 

Who fhall ennoble the hiftorian's P^g^y 

Or on the joyous feftival infpire 

With loftier drains the virgins choral fong. 

Then, O celeftial maids, on yonder camp 255 

Let night fit heavy, and a fleep, like death. 

Weigh down the eye of ^la ! O infufe 

A cool, untroubled fpirit in our breads. 

Which may in filence guide cur daring feet 

Through all the paths of daughter, nor affright 260 

The dark with tumult, till the dying groans 

Of gafping tyrants into horrour wake 

The 
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The midnight calm ! Then turn DeftruSion wild. 

Bid Terrour and Confufion revel round, 

Ajnd in one carnage heap the Barb'rous ranks, 265 

Their horfe and chariots. Let the fpurning fteed 

Imbrue his hoofs with blood, and Ihatter'd cars 

Crufli with their brazen weight the proftrate Becks 

Of kings, and purpled chiefs iricircled round 

By nations -fairn. — You, countrymen and friends. 

My laft commands attend. Your gen'ral's voice 271 

Once more falutes you, not to roufc the brave,# 

Or minds refolv'd and dauntlefs to confirm. 

Too well by this expiring blaze I view 

Impatient valour flafli from evVy eye. 275 

But temper well your ardour, and your lips 

Clofeon the rifing tranfport, Lo f how fleep 

Hath folded millions in its black embrace. 

No found is wafted from th' unnumbered foe. 

The winds themfelves are Clent. All confpires 280 

To this great facrifice, where thoufands foon 

Shall only wake to die. Perhaps our fwords 

This 
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This night may fend ev'n Kerxes' felf to lead 

Th' innumerable train of Perfian ghofls 

To Pluto's dreary fhade, unlefs refcrv-d, 285 

From all this ruin, to Jament:hi& ihame. 

And future flight, when Greece confounds that 

powV, 
Which we will (hake. But now the fecond watch 
Is verging to its period, andT the moon 
Prepares to glimmer on our darkfome fteps, 290 
Lel|feach his head diftinguiih with a wreath 
Of twining laurel, theri the goblet crown. 
And fliare the vifbim. T^ke your laft repaft. 
For with your fathers, and the heroes old 
You noQct fihall banquet in the bled abodes. :^$5 

WfllliE thus the hero^ thrqugh the tlironging 
files . . \ 

Prefenting round a hideous depth of war 
.All fljQok wtth.ardojar their.ercSed fpears 
Thick, aa tbe.fruitEul growth of lofty pines. 
Which ;from. high) P^lioa'&cloud>inveflcd brow 5«o 

To 
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To heav Vs blue vault their ftately honours bear. 
Meglftias foon through all the band divides 
The facred laurel : fnatch'd witli eager zeal. 
By e.v'ry hand, and round each helmet wove 
It blends its verdure with the floating plumes. 305 
Then isthe viaim.portion'd, while the bowl 
Flows with the vine's impurpled ftream. Aloof 
The Theban train in wan dejeSion mute 
Brood o'er their fhamey or caft a frighted eye 
'Onthatdebermin'd virtue, which unmov'd , 310 
At fate's approach with chearful lips couldrtaffie 
The fpafkling goblet, and with joy partake 
That laft and glorious banquet. Ev'n the heart 
Of Anaxander now for^ts its wiles, .: 
Its fear no more diffcmbling, Agishere 315 

*For ever mindful of his friend's command 
Mix'd with the Thcbans, and in whifpers thus. 

Leonidas permits you to rclire; 
While in the rites of facrificer employ !d 
None heed your motions, . Separate, . andfly 3 to 

With 
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With filcrit fteps. At once the Theban troop 
Its ranks diffolving from the Greeks withdraw* 
Unfecn it moulders from the hoft, like how. 
Which from the mountains in len thoufand rWhy 
Soon as the fun exerts his orient beam> 325 

Defcends Ibft^trickling, while the hoary heap 
InfeRfibly decays. The Grecians (oon 
Conclude the folemn banquet, and their chief 
>jow reafiumes bis arms. Before his fteps 
The croud soils backward. In their gladdenM 
fight 330 

His creft irradiate with th^ uplifted brands 
Its purple fplendour ffaakes. • The towVing oak 
Thus from a lofty promontiDry waves 
Its majefty of verdure, while with joy 
The failor marks its heav'n-afcending pride,. 355 
Which from afar dire3s his foamy courfe 
Along the pathlefs ocean : fo the Greeks 
Exulting gazM, as down their op'ning fanks 
Their chief proceeds | from whofe majeftic grace . 

Afoul 
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A foul like thine, O Phidias, might conceive 340 

In Parian marble, or effulgent brafs, 

The form of great Apollo ; when the God, 

Won by the pray'rs of man's afflifted race. 

In arms forfook his lucid throne to pierce 

The mgnfter Python in the Delphian vale. 345 

Clofe by the hero Polydorus waits 

To guide deftruaion through the Afian tents. 

As the young eagle near his parent's fide 

In wanton flight eflays his vigorous wings, 

Ere long with her to penetrate the clouds, 350 

To dart impetuous on the fleecy train. 

And dye his beak with gore ; by Sparta's king 

The injurM Polydortis thus prepares 

His arm for death, and feaftshis angry foul 

With promis'd vengeance: his impatient thoughts 

Ev'n now tranfport him furious to the feat 356 

Of his long forrows, not with (hackled hands. 

But now once more a Spartan with his Ibield, 

And dreadful fpear to lead his country's bands. 

And 
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And wi|h them vengeance. Northc reft of Greece j58> 

Negka to form. Their hefaneti now wnite 

Their various plomag^^ as th' lAtwuung jboughf 

Mix their broad foliage in Do4ona''<s grove ; 

Or like the cedars on the Syrian hilla^ 

Which with their (hady testure^ as with nightj 365 

The gloomy foil o>rca(l* In or^r'd rank$ 

While thus they Aand, behobl a warlihe form 

In gteamingArm$ Aow'^movitj^.throii;^ .tl^.(had^^ 

Led by a i^avei ^ppsoadi'4;L'aQoi]|ia'84ung> 

And thus adcli:e&!dfa]im. OLi<H¥das» ^}^ 

Thou feeft before tbeeEurytjiu^ a name 

To thee and evVy Spartan -not uiduiown. 

Thy ruling voice forbade ibe maam'd to ftay ; 

I, whole dark orbs no longer know the {ukttf 

Immers'd in fudden blindnefs fince.our march 375 

From Lacediemon^ with the reft withdrew. 

Not to jevifit Sparta, but ref(dv'd 

To me.et the Perftan«, in the public way 

I fat 'f not lQng> before th^ increafing found 

or 
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Of. trampKng fcetalarni'd me, which I deem'd 380 
Were Perfia's Dumber« rwfliing from the hills : 
I darted upward grafprng in my hand 
My fpear and buckler, by my flave withheld. 
Who told rae, they were Thebans. Lo ! I bear 
The tidings of their flight. And now, my chief 385 
And countrymen, larewel. Do you proceed. 
With death and terr<}r fill the hoftile camp ; 
While I the fury <of th' exulting foe 
Defcendingftora the mouBtaios here await^ 
To yield tlie kifl remains of tedious life 55P 

Now to my country ufelefs, and to me. 
And clofe tbeihaded eyes in endlefs night. 
He ceas'd, when thus Leonidas began. 
Then flay, my faithful foldier, and obtain 
Not the leaft honours in this glorious night ; 395 
And you, my brave aflbciates, all exult ; 
One fpirit now infpires us ; from cur band 
Doubt, fear, and treafon with the Thebans fly : 
While all with mutual confidence advance, 

And 
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And equal (ires. Thi$ faid, once more the king 400 

On the deep phalanx his attentive eye 

Reverts, and through the ruddy gleam defcries 

One face of gUdnefs ; but th' illuftrious van 

He mod contemplates : Agis^ Alpheus there, 

Megiflias, Maron, and Platxa's chief, 405 

Dieneces, Demophilus are drawn. 

And Dithyrambus. They their fixed fight 

On him too bend with inexpreflive]:oy,. 

With love, and veneration, titl they hear 

I£s lad command ; when inftant to the earth 410 

Are caft th* extingui(hM brands* On all around 

Drops fuddeti darknefs, on the hiMs, the woods. 

The filver dream, the rocks, and floating main. 

It now was midntght. To the hoftile camp 

With deps composed and filent down the pafs 415 

The phalanx moves. Each patient bofom hufh'd , 

Its druggfing fpirit, nor in whifpers breath'd 

The rapt'rous ardour, virtue theninfpir'd ; 

But all awail the moment doomed to give 

The 



d by Google 



Book Vm. - L E O N I D A S. 261 

The BarbVous millions to their deathful flcel : 420 
So low'ring clouds expanding from the north 
A while fufpend their hori;ours, deftinM foon 
To blaze in lightnings^ and to burfl in ftorms. 

Enp of the Eighth Book. 
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BOOK IX 



The Argument* 



Leonidas and the Grecians penetrate through the Per/tan 
camp to the njery pavilion of Xerxes, who avoids de* 
Jirulnion by flight. The Barbarians arejlaugbter^d 
in great multitudes, and their camp is fet on fire, 
heonidas conducts his men hack to Thermopylae engages 
the Perfiansy who were defcenied from the bills, and 
after numherlefs proofs of fuperior firength and va* 
lour finks down covered with wounds, and expires the 
lafi of all the Grecian commanders^ 



LEO. 
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BOOK IX. 




JMTJJOJ^'*! H E \vafiiiig moon dirfrfay'd her gleaming 
)8( 



)fi 



IlOftlS, 



fc.3BUt^JNe When o*ier th* unguarded bound of Afia** 

camp 
Now fafsM tht C redans. Through tV unnumberM 

tents. 
Where all was mute and tranquil, they purfue 
llieir filent march. The eaftern world arouttd 5 
Lay if retcllM In Aumber, motionkfs> and deaf. 
Wrapt in the dead fecurky erf night. 

Nor 
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Nor mark'd the fteps of Fate, The wary Greeks 

ByToIydorus guided ftill proceed. 

Ev'n to the center of th' extend ve hoft lo 

Unfecn they pierc'd, when now th* imperial tent 

Yet diftant rofe before them. Wide around 

The proud pavilion ftretchM an ample fpace. 

Where myriads might imbattle. Here a band 

Of chofen Perfians watchful round their king 15 

Held their nodurnal ftation. As the hearts 

Of anxious nations menac'd with the waAe 

Of meager famine^ and theruthlefs fword 

Sink in their frozen bofoms, while defpair 

Sees fear-ingender'd phantoms in the iky, 20 

Aerial hods amid the clouds array'd. 

Which feem to fhake the firmament with war. 

Portending woe and death ; the Perfians thus 

Are fmote with conflernatioa, as the moon 

By her faint beam difcoverM from afar 25 

The glimpfe of Grecian arms. With Aidden cries 

They waken Horrour, which to Xerxes' couch. 

And 
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And o'er th' aftonifli'd hoft, fwift-winged flew 
Difpel^iing fleep and filence. All the camp 
Pours forth its numbers naked^ pale, unarmed, 39 
Wild with amazepaept, blinded by difmay^ 
Toev'ryfoecibnoxious; when at once 
PlungM in ten thoufimd breaAs the Grecian fteel 
Reeks with, ddlruSion. Deluges of ialood 
Float o'er tt^e^fijeld, and foam around the heaps 35 
'Of wretches flam unconfcious of the hand. 
Which iiroys them down by l^ons. Ffom his 

5 CQ9$h , .. > 

The lord of AQ^ aad. of -Libya fbirts^ 
( Ama^e, affrighh diftradioii in his look) 
And fees in thought unitisd Greece advance* . 40 
yrbcre tli^n jKi^$ iB^ the empty prsd^ of kings^ 
The hope of glpry^ .and-^h^Juft of powV ^ 
What thtn avail'd th* innuinepible range 
Of <hy huge jcamp^ f^ve only to conceal^ 
Thy trembling fteps, O Xerxes^ while thou flieft ? 45 
Leooida$ before the Grecian van 

M Through 
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Through Ueeding thouftnds liews bis dreadful wa^ 
Before him TcrronfftridcB. Gi^aMic Deaths 
And DefolatTOii at his Mt ^KtctO, 
With all the Furies of frrfatmteiraf . . 50 

To Xerxes' tent the ^efO'^eeds^ nor filulf . 
HisTiQim. Ardent tbrongs t)f ^Greckiis fiH 
The {lately maniion ; to the .groend ane hurl'd 
Tte ^kt'ring enfignstif imperml pow'^r*: 
Thexliadem, the fceptre^ fateaderV ^ 

And fear'd by miUions^ vnderaeath Aeir ^set 
With tmngled rage and icorn the Grecians crtAiy 

A facrifice to F^edoih^ Nowipeturti 

The furiousvbahds. '■ Ijeonidas exalts 

y<w ncwdirib ll£ Ul m ^i ^ sTefflH€fs^rpeg^ - Co 

When^bidden night oVrfkroibdi Ake^rigtod htat^na^ 

And cloeds conflenfing ittteiieapt^liC'inoom 

Black o^er tfie ftifrmir'ff iMin tfieTaging%«ft 

In whirlwiody^vreidfps^eWge. Nbw^o^lbe.cMfty 

^Phe craAiltigf otie{b,**iAid -tJie^»nirnM tocks.' 6$ 

Swift through the canrp^the bwncane^kiqveUa 

Its 
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Its dire career, when Aiia's numbers, veiled 
Amid the (helt'ring horfours of the ftorxn» 
Evade the Spartah laote* The Greclaiw hftk» 
By great Leonidas reftrainVl, and yrzit 70 

Near Xerzet' tent their mighty leaderS wilK 

Beside the h!(^'pavilioini from the time^ 
That Xgns€s near Thermopylae had drawm 
His num'rous ha»ds, perpetual fire had flione^ 
Before whofefacred light the Perfiaa tord 75 

W^s wont among hb Magi to adore 
TTie power of Oronufdes i piles of ^ooi 
Lay nigh, ptepak-Mtofeed tbeeoiiftantilame» 
Thefe oh the altar by the Oreeb are fthewn^ 
So Wtlb La^onia^s hero ; white the winds fe 

Excite the blaze, his phalanx he divides; 
Four bands are formM by Dithyrambus led^ 
By Alpheus>. by Diomedon^ thelail 
Himfelf commands. The tvord is giv'n; the 

Greeks 
Prefs to the fire } foon Omtk tte buming heaps; • Sj 
Ma De- 
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DcftruSivc 8amc3 they brandifli, and injoinVI 

To reafTembie at the regal teat^ 

By various paths the hoftile camp invade* 

.^Resistless defolationiiow involves 
The Malian fields, as o'er the eaftera tents ^ 

Trom diff 'rent Aitionsilew ten-thoufandbraads 
£url'd by the Greeks- unrefpited. The wisds 
^ith violence redoubled breathing rouad 
Tempeftuousrrage ex^pefate the blaze, 
7jie coifSagration, like a fea, expands ; 9$ 

"Colleded now.ffom ^vVy.part it forms 
One waving furface of unbounded' fire. 
In ruddy »volamesmo}int tbe curlitig flames 
T4> lieav'n's dark vaults and paint the midnight 

clouds. 
So, when'the north emits its pifrpledlights, too 
The undulating radiance ftre^uning wide. 
As with a burning canopy, invejk 
TJk* ethereal concave. Oeta now difclos'd 
Its forehead glittVing with eternal froflt 

^Whilc 
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Whikdown the.rocks the foamy torrents ihbne. 105 

Far o*er the main the pointed rays were thrown; 

Night foarchy her mantle from the ocean's breail^ 

The billaws glimmer from the diftant ihores.. 

But where afcends a pillar huge^of fmoke 

With wreathing flames incirclcdyHorroar.thcr^ ito - 

And Death on great Leonidas attend.. 

He bade th* exulting Polydorus lead, 

Where Afia?^ horfe and chariots flood arranged { . 

There at hh word devouring Vukan^feafts 

On all the tribute, which Thcfialia's meads 115^ 

Yield to the fey the, and riots on the heaps 

Of Ceres emptied of the ripen'd grain. 

A flood of fire envelops all the ground ; 

The cordage burfts of evVy blazing tent ; 

Down fink the rpofs, and overwhelm the throng 120 

Of wretches panting from the Spartan fword, 

Clofe-wcdg'd with feair ; the Libyan chi.riot burns, 

Th* Arabian camel, and the Perfian ftecd 

Bound through the fiery ^eluge ; wild with pain 

M 3 They 
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They (hake their fing<d ipwesj, with maddii^ 

hoofs 125 

PsiOi through the blood of thoofaiKis oiix^d wiA 

flamesji 
That rage augmented by the whirtwitid's btafl:. 

Meantihi^ the fceptred tord of hatf the glob^ 
Through the wide tumuUj, like a guilty flavejr 
From tent to lent precipitates his ftighl* s^ 

Difpers*d ate all his fatraps ; Pride itfclf 
Shuns his dejeCled browi^ Pefpair alone 
With pale Coiifiifib9» and vilb frastip Few 
Wail on th' iiaperialfi^;rtive^ and (hew^ 
As round the camp his eye difiraAe^ TQVCSf. i^J 
No timits to deroru^n. Now was feen 
Aurora mounting from the cafiern hilts 
In rofy faixblsy and with dewy Ipckfr? 
Thewittds^fubfide before her, darknefc fties» 
Aud Aftsims of light procl^m the ^heafrful dtty. 1 4/^ 
When now at Xerxes* tent the Grectanbaoid 
Was reunited What could F^iuue «»ie 

T<^ 
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To aid the valwflt, and to gorge revenge? 
Lo ! DefolatioA o*er the Perfiaw hoft 
Rath empfred'an its horroors ; ev'n the hand 145. 
Of langmd flaiightcT drops Its crimfenftcel j 
Nor Nature longer can faftain the toil 
Of cver-dofingconqucft. Yet what poW'f 
AmwTg the Grecian* ©nee again revived. 
Their drooping warmrfij new-brac'rf their nerves 
tndcallM 1.50 

Their wearied fword»lo-deed« of brighter fameh 
What^ but th* xnfpJrmg^hepe ©f glerioin death- 
To a(fwn theirlabonr^ an^ thf atrfptciouHepk 
Of their heroie chief, irhfch ffiH irtrchang^d, 
StiH with fiipcrior majcffy declare T$$ 

No toil had y«t relaxed his matchFefs ftrength. 
Nor worn the vrgotirof his godlike foul 
Down to the pafs with gentfe march heleadt 
Th' imbattlcd warriours. There behbd the flimbs. 
Which near the Wrcfemrfcctof Oeta fprungi t6o 
Befidc the entrance of the ftraits the Greeks 

M 4 In 

i 
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In ambudi lay. The temped now was calm'd ; 
Soft breezes only from the Malian wav^ 
O'er each ]grim face befmear'd withfmoke j^nd go]?e 
Their cool refrefliment breath'd^ Tbe healing 
gale 165 

Difpcllt the languor from their harafiM limbs» 
Which fwell with ftrength retucning. After aU 
Th* inpeflant labours of the horrid night 
Through flames aud war continu^di they prepare 
In ordei'4 (»«ttU to confroiit the pow*rs 1 70 

Of Hypevanthes^ that fekCted band 
From Afia's numbersj, deftiji'd with the morji 
To pafs the mountains in triumphant nquirch 
With ftrength unwafted,- and with fouU elate. . ' * 
Not long the Greeks in eT^pe^ationilood ,^5 

Impatient Sudden with tumultuous IhoutSy 
Like Nile's fwift current^ where with deaPning roar 
Prone from the deep, of Elephantis falls 
Its fea of waters^ Hyperanthes po^rs 
His rapid legions o'er the Grecian camp 1 80 

Down 

/ 
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Down from the hills precipitant. No fo<j 

Is found to (lop the torrent; on they roH 

With thund'ring foot-fteps o'er the founding pafr. 

That night no fooner had the Theban train 

Thermopylae forfaken^ but their courfe 1 8*5 . 

They bent along the mountains, till they met 

The pow'rs of Xerxes. Dufty twilight ftfll 

Prevailbg, Perfia with mifguided rage 

AflaiPd her friends unknown. Th' impetuoua 

fpear 

Of Hypcranthcs clove the faithlefe heart 1 90 

Of Anaxander; on, the hero prefs'di 

And fpread deftruSion through their bleeding ranks ^ 

f 

Nor cheeky his ardent valour, till He heard 
The name of Thebes in fuppliant cries proclaimed: 
The Perfians then receive them, in the front 195 
As guides they place them, and, amaz'd to learn^ 
That daring Greece fhould Xerxes* camp invade. 
Hade from the mountains, ruih along the pafs. 
And now tumultuous iiTue from its mouth. 

Ms At 
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At once Laconia's leader gives the figii^ apo 

When^ as th' impnlfive ram with dreadful fwajr 

Overturns the nodding rampart from its bafe. 

And Arews a town with ruin, fo the band 

Of ferried heroes down the MaUan fleepj^ 

An hideous depths the blended niHnbers fwept 20$ 

Of Thehes and Periiaa There bo waters flow. 

But horrid roct^ prefent their craggy fides; 

There dafhM whole legions. From their mangled 

limbs 
A tide of blood rolls foaming to rhe fea. 
Again tb J voice, Leonidas> is heard; 2io 

The Grecians turn ; againfl: the op'aingpafs 
They point their wheeling phalanx ; on they TuUk 
Aftoniih^d.Perfia ftops in full caieer, 
Ev'n Hyperatithes H^rts with terrour bacL 
Confufion drives freih numbers from the fliore^ 215 
Whelm'd in the MaMan ifime. Th' undaunted 

king 
Of Lacedsemoa cnCer'd now thft iKra&tSi, 

And 



d by Google 



J 



Book IX. t E O N i D A 1 157$ 

And ranged for battle. Hypcranthcs Jcon * 
Recaird his ckofcn warrioars from their feet. 
Swift OB the great Leonidas waa bent 220 

A grove of darts ; th* incount'ring arnnrics clos'd: 
WHa&f iirilj whom laft^ great Spartan, didft thou 
feii? 
What rilrers ^rd aK>ng their echoing banks 
Thy name in curfcs founded from the lips 
Of mothers wailrng for their flaughter'd fons ! 22$^ 
What towns with empty monuments were fiU*d 
For thofe, whom thy unconquerable fword 
This day to ▼ulmrcs caftf Firft BeflTusdied^ ^ 
A haughty fatrap, whofc tyrannic hand 
Defpoil'd Hyrcania of her golden flicaves, 230 

And laid her forefts wade. For him the bees 
Among the branches interwove their fiveets; 
For him the fig was ripen'rf, and the vine 
With rich profufioft o*er the goWet foamU 
crRerf©mii Med; On Hermus'Tide he reign'd, 235 
And Ic/ig-lhaid fought ^ith oiiav/ifing fovd 
^ •'- ^ Great 
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Great Artemifit fam'd in Xerxes' fleet. 

The martial queen of Caria. She difdam'd 

The lover's foft complaint ^ her dauntlefs ear 

Was taught tamark the temped^ while it rag'd; 240 

Her fight was pradisM from the rolling deck 

To brave the chafing billows; doomM to meet 

That day of horrour, when the w^epipgeyc* 

Of Xerxes faw the bipod of nations flov> 

And to* its bottom tinge the briny floods 245 

Of Salatnis, whence fhe with Afia fledj^ 

She only sot ijogloctous : law reclines 

Her lover now^ on Hermus! bank3 no more * 

To found her name, nor tell the vocalgroves 

His fruitlefs forrowiu Then Madauces fell,, 250 

A Papi\bgonian born amid the found . \ 

Of daih'mg furgesj» and the roar of winds;, 

Who o'er th' unhofpitableEuxine wavea ;• 

Was wont fropfi high Cacambis' cUflF to ^ch 

Th' ill-fat^d |)arfc,- which cut thy Pocitic ftreai% 255 

Then with,^is4ireft{r9ctates thnoiigh the^eep;! i 

For 



d by Google 



I 



BooklX; L E O N I D A. S. 377 

For fpoil and .flaugbtcr guide his hoftlle prour. 

WitK thefe TithraHfte? /a?. from Medus fall'n. 

His native ti$lCi i/ritli blooming firengtb indu'd^ . 

And manly gracci. Lrlausj, who, had left 260 

The balmy fragrance of Arabia's fields. 

And Babylonian Tenagon expired*. 

His bravefl: friends^bti. ev'ry fide x>'erthrown 

With indignation Hypcranthes-.-viewM, 

And in fierce hafte his dauiitiefs. arm opposed a6$ 

To Spatta's hero. Each his lance protends. 

But thoufands.ruOi with tnterpofing (hields^ 

Suqh facr^d Utes ^lUnxIous jto defend; 

Or thither fortune, urg'd the tide of war, 

Their term prptrsf^ng for augnaented fanie. 270 

So, when (wo gajli^;WbVi»£ fhr^i^h the foam 

Prefent forbattle their.d«fctiiSive 'beaks. 

The billows oft,, by hum^ta^s imp^lPd, 

With mountainoi|s (:0inm0ti6n' daQi between^ 

A^id either bai^)i> Ua^yntng .tempefts vetFd . . : fi 7 5 

Wafrfrpq^ its diiOiaiitipe; : Sul fiercer Jbbm'd 

Thy 
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Thy arikMSTy migbty SpartiKi, wliilt in blood 

Th J falchion ragM unweatiecL Itcfw the fteeiis 

Of day were climbing their meri^an ^ep, 

And a*er the Perfian camp the fhouts o( war 280 

Burft from Thermopyte. Pharnucbas heard> 

Who from his couch beyond rtie Malian plain, 

HousM by the ttrniuk itt the netgkbVinf tents 

To aid his lord HwiMt Tfaefiidia's fieUs 

Whh Syrb^ Choldiis, mi Armeniak^sbands, '^^^ 

Th' Aflyrians, and Chakfaeam. Afia's camp 

Was ftill the feat of terrjcmr and de^af r. 

As in fome frtstfiil clam^> wUdi late hatb known 

Tberageof wiadsandfloiidsy whenfnowthe Ilorm 

Is heard ao longer and tbc deluge fied, 290 

Still o'er the wafted negion Nature mourAs 

In melanchvly filenee,^ tbroii^ the grove 

With profira^e glories lie ihiodatety oak 

And elm optooted, while the pliun^ are fpread 

Wiihfraghieiit3^Tw|iprftwiv^ 295 

And rounditbe 'paftiir ds- HockB iEind^ iSterdi af e cafl 

In 
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In weltriag heaps of death; fo Perfta's boft 

In horrour mute one bouadkfe fcene difpl&j% 

Of defolation: half devour'd by fire 

Its tall pavilions^ and its warlike cars ^^q 

Hide all the field with ruin ; here in gore 

Its princes lie> and namelefd thouiands tbere^ 

Here legions bleeding by the Grecian ttcel. 

There Pcrfians ftain by Perfians flili declare 

The wild confufion of the direful nighty .3^^ 

When wanting fignals, and their leader^care 

They rufli'd to mutual fl^ughtcr. Xerxes* teitt 

On its exalted fummit, when tfaedawn 

Firft ftreaks the glowing fcy, was wont to bear 

The golden form of Mithra, closM between 3 10 

Two lucid cryftals, to the Barb'roue hoft 

An awful ftgnal all in arms to leave 

Their crouded ten^s, and numberlcfi t6 wait 

Their monarch's pxefenccj;. thiAPharnuchu8.rear5 
High on the proud |)avilion : at the figtit . 315 

Their coftfternntion is at length difpeU'^ . / . ' . ' 
And through th' affembling nations hope revives. 

Pharnuchus 
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Pharnuchus then from all the number forms 

A chofen train ; Thermopyl« he feeks ; 

Their march in loudeft clamours is proclaimed. 320 

Hb phalanx foon Leonidas cotnmands 

To circle backward from the Malian fhore : 

Their order changes; now half-orb'd they fland 

By Oeta*8 mountains jguarded from behind 

With cither flank united to the rock, 325 

As, by th' excelling architeft difposM 

To Ihield fome haven, a ftupendous mole 

Fram'd of the grove and quarry ^s mingled ft rength 

In ocean's bolbm penetrates afar ; 

There ftands the pride of art againft the weight 330 

Of feas, unmov'd, and breaks the whelming furge: 

So, when Hiamuchus with innumVous powrs 

Thermopylae hadfiU'd, th* unyielding Greeks 

Oppos'd the hoftile deluge, and its rage. 

Unshaken ftem'd. Amid, the foremoft rank 335 

Lepnidas hia'dTeadful ftation he}dL 

Before him (bonan horrid void is fttn 

' . Through 
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ThfQUgh Perfiav's Icgionf ,. and the proud rciwlns 
Of noblcft chiefs ih' cnfangum'd rock bcftiiew. 
PharnjKrhos glowiag with revenge and wra.th. 34P 
Difcharges full at ]Lacedaemon's chief 
Mis Icon-iludded mace* Afide i t glanc'd^ 
TurnM by t^o^^naflfy (hieldj. and prone u> eartl^ 
The P^rfian fclU Alpaml^r.to.lhe rock 
TranifixM the prodrate fairap through the reinii 345 
HimfelfreeeivjpgiQ th'uiiguafd^dridf^ 
The lan^.of Hypennthety; , La^ l)e Hei^ 
The only Thebani who ^y Sparta's king 
Abode intrepid^ and to Greece prefervM 
His faithuntainted.; ^ phyficifn fage^ 350 

Who from Citha^ron ej^:h benignant herb 
Was woiU to gathers and ^xpa^iate o'er 
The Heliconian pafturc^^ whei:e no plant - 
Of poifon fprings/ bi|t fuch, wbpf«( healing joico 
Expels the venom froi^ jhe viper's tooth . 3SS 

^iird .with the fweetnefs of the foi^di vine : 
Himallj wholanguiibonthebedof paini, 

Him 
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Him moff*^ the wretch^ wkont want, and fidtsc^ 

fpreads 
€>o earth Vcold breaftnegfeded^, fliafl clep49Fe» 
On htm the brave ArtORtes finlcs m dtlathj^ 560 

Renowned through wide Bithynia now nD-more 
The dam^idttt rites of CjMk toAti^^ 
While Echcmorintirai tkfwgh th» bollair Of^ep 
Of BcrecyBthita DMyinwiv The lUmd 
Of Alphei» fern bim to tbt ihadea of ftighe. 5^ 

Ere from.tlitdi^ be difingsg^ ^ %>et% 
Hsg^ AbraAtet gt^rylsg rk Hiiafttxwgib^ * 
SurpaflingaUiof CdQbfl race^ mNfmcVI 
To grapple vnAtthc vidof ; de&n'faim now 
His foremo# ftep the: FerfiiMi- plants his hasd. 37a 
6cafp^ at the SpatlM-^s flIoWldeK. A^hem once 
At NemeaV games the wreftfers crovrn o&tam^d«. 
His art h& fimimens, andf Ims rapid foot 
Obliquely ftrikey agaiaff the Fbrfian^ heef ; 
He falliag feu^d on Alpheos* nech, and dri^M 3:75 
Hi^ foe upoo htm-.. Straight ait bui^dred dari^i 

Of 
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Of tferon j;ing Pcrfia cleave the Grecim's back. 

To Abradates' bf eaft the weapons pterce» 

And rivet both- in death. This Marta (aWf 

And Polydorus, whowkh vidhns fatten 38^ 

Before their vengeance hide thetf brother's corie^ 

At length the gen'roiu blood of Maron wanioA • 

^The lance of Hjrperaikihes, On the fpear 

Of PoIydoi!a» £alk the pond'ious a« 

Of Sacian Mardus ; from the yieUtsg wood 3S5 

The (leely point » feverU Undt&aay'd 

The Spartan ftoopa to tnjf tb« hxmHtti iiUKft 

Of flain Phi^rtiiebtts ^ bill thy fital fwor^ 

Abrocomes, that dreadful inftant mad» 

To rend his op?nbg fide> unconqner'd Ailk 591^ 

Swift he diichacges 00 the Sacian^ fccmi 

An horrid ipmmd, that r^adi'd tfaeboifttoj^ braa% ' 

I>own hk own lini^ the whole a torrent fl0w»^ 

Of viul crintfoa; fmilinf^lie furveya 

Hit forrows ending and his Sport^^ame 395. 

Vicntyr it's lu0re. Sttddea lo bi^fide 

Sprbgs 
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Springs Dithyrambus ; through th' uplifted aria 
Of Mindus poiiuing his impetuous dapt* ; 
Againil the bleeding Spartan he impeHs- 
HisfleekeflAlefs. Polydorus now 400 

Strttch-dMecold'handto Tfaefpia's friendly chiefi 
Then bow'dlwhe«difteverla(li»g peaeet 
AndMindus wafted bj^his-ilowing wound 
Befide him faints and^iet. In* Ninus oU- 
Had his exalted^inccftors ifuftain'd 405 

Th' Affyrianfcepere* Now teP^riUVthi^ne 
ALtdbutary lord he rul'd the val^s^ . 
Where Ti^ fwift between the parted hilU 
Of ,tfU Niphates draws its^ foaming tide, 
kppregnating the gleber At (Mice a croud ' 4x0 
Of ardent Perfians.fei(£e the conqu*ror's lance: 
An .hundred arms, infold iu Thefpia's youth 
Wilfh one ftrong Jiaad^mainkiins the ftruggUng fpear. 
The other bears..hi$ fi^hion. Through his foes 
With lightning wingkl Jt fcatters wounds and death. 
Artaphrenes in torture feels his arm 41 <$ 

Lopt 
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Loptfrom the Ihoiilder. Zatis leaves his ban3 

Yet twining round the long' difputed lance. 

On Pheren's neck dcfcends" the pondVous- blade ; 

Down^drops the feverM head^; the vital ftreani 429 

Spouts from its pcirple flukes. Madornftrikies 

Acro6 the pointed afli. His weight o*ercoftt<es 

The wearied Grecian, whorefigns his hold, 

Yet cleaves th' exulting Perfiaii to the brain. 

But now the* fierce Abrocomes approached, 425 

And low'^ring (hakes hisdart.' The wary Greek 

With his broad buckler iiHcrcepts the firoke; 

And clonics wiih the Perfian. Then what aid 

Of mortal force, or intcrpofing heav*n 

PrefervM the eaftcwi warriourl Lo I the friend 430 

Of Tcribazus^ager to-iivenge 

His lov*d <;ompanion, and at once to guard 

A brother's life, beneath the-Gnewy arm 

That inftant rais'd for-flau^ter.plurig'd his lance „ : 

lo Dithyrambus' fide. Th4 vital ftriogi 43J 

At oncereltt ; nor Fame, n«r Greece d^n^nd 

Ua)tt 
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More from his valoar^ and fupikiehe lies 
In gbrks ripenfd cm bis blooming head. 
Him iball the TbefpUtn virgins in their fongs 
Record one kyveliefl of the youthful train, 44(1 

The good^ the gentk, generous, and brav« ; 
Now faU*fi his couj^tjys grace, add parent's pride t 
So finks the cedar, vriich m vej'dant bloom 
HigK OH the <lop of Libanus bad ftood 
The mountain'n boaft> and glory of the grove ; 445 
Then to adorji the manfions of the great. 
Or dignify fome &od!s 'htgh»-vaulted fine 
Uprooted low'rs its heav^n^aiptring head. 
Diomedon burfts forwards Round fai» fitiend 
, Mt heaps deftrudtoil. What a troop of ghofts 45a 
Attend thy (hade, falPn hero I Long tinmatch'd 
Prevaird his vengtiftll arm^ and Periia bled ^ 
Till fodt AfTyrians on bis ihelving tanre^ 
Ere 3ret4(xtra£kedtfr€nn a ppofirate corfei 
Th^ir pond'n>MS maces all difcharge. It broke. 45) 
Yet witb«he tn^ncheoH of liis Ihatler'd fpear 

The 
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TteCbwkftiftairwhf Qoiilti^ Tbrougfi hiscye 
The fliiver'd fciigfjnffnt f€0f$trat«f the brain 
Of bae bold w^rtonr.; thece thefptintry woiod 
loiix'd rMWits 4 tbftbcru tsbeo upAm^^s 4ft» 

His falchion broad ; a k(^fid views agbift 
Hb entrails faUtog, -wWk JPMl^a's chief 
From the gitii'd tbcSly df»srt J*is ^reeku^gf'^ror^; 
Prone iinki ia llnnd;bfiR^a|)i ;tbe {^lc;b<pa^is:weig^ ; - 
Tkcmgh with ihefvrijDfi^ Arohethe yklding hUde ,4^55 
Flew from tht.U^JaDdkkihtGtf^^f9^m'4^ ..: . 
The fourth AatinAiu[it.lifi;^.hi«iJcrtQit«4:fxv»Ci ^ ; 
It falls Tefifllc6 loibtho batler'd hel«^ 
And low the grcatUioBficdoa extendi 
Hb mighty ljmb$. .So^l¥»e|[|t^n'd:by the fcrce 47f|- 
Of fome tre^i^dousisng^ner which t^e hvad r 

Of Mars impels, a ftatdyttjr/etfpjfCBda » 

Its difuokiag rampskrts^ t^^^.piajns 
Jqyfill%ibUfljHlfimv;«»[bilertli?^bf^ ,, . 

WAdms oVraie,i?«ikDi^^ath^ The P?i^ai»rthw^ 
Q^cr4^ci4MwrW»Di<3tgi^o»t^dru^^^^ 4j5. 

c : And 
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And fwcpt the Greeks Before them J whcfttehold '-' 
Leonidas! At oAce tfceir aixkftir-firoBc. : 
He had *a while within the o^b retir*d> 
Opprefs'd by Iab6dr. ^Now with ftrtngtfc reftor'd 480 
He pours frefh roln from the Spartan front. 
Asf long retarded by* th^unmovifig cldm^ 
• Soonf as a ri(ing gale freih'-foreal^ing ciiHs 
The fbVging fnain^, again th<^ Vefiel botinds > < 
With ati her opening T»1s ; '\ht hefo thus 48 j; 

His bnckler fcuge, and fomHidaUe^ear 
Advancihgi^tlMroughthe Afian filekTeHe^l 
His courfe of flaughter. Deftiny:compel» 
The bold Hydarfies to th' unequal fights 
Who proudly Vaiunting left his Weej^tig britfd 496 
To moifrn Ins abfence bn-lheidrftant vetge 
Of Baarian Odhus. ViAory tn Vain 
He parting promised. Wanton hojie no tndtt 
Round his cold heah delufive iports, nor paints 
Th^'ifntgitt'd ponapbFtHum^afy^Off^geius fp'oi^, 4^^ 
Arid trains of ftacHcd Creeks. TThc Spartkii iricrc*d 
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HU fhield, and burArag corfekt. From the flain 
The viSor draws his iron-pointed fpcar 
Bent, and infeebkd with the forceful blow. 
Meantime within his buckler's verge, unfeen 50^ 
Araphiftreus ftealing in th* unguarded flank 
His poniard ftruck. With fwift effufion gufli'd 
A crimfon towent, but the fcaly mail 
Immediate death repellU Th' indignant king 
Gripes with refifUefs might the Perfian's throat, 505 
And dragis him proftratc. None in Xerxes' court 
Was more corrupt, with infolence more bafe. 
With rancour niore fallacious. Phrygia pin'd 
Beneath th' oppreiEoa of his ruthlefs fway. 
Was there a field once fruitful, or a town 5 19 

Once populous and rich? The horrid change 
To want amd defolation there declar'd^ 
The curs'd Amphiflreus gpvern'd. As the fpear 
Of Tyrian Cadmus riveted to earth 
The pois'novs dragon, whofe infeaiou* breath 515 
Had blafted half Boeotia ^ fothe cluef 

N Of 
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Of Laccdacmon trampling on the neck 

Of fall'n Amphiflreu3 fixes to the rock 

The gafping tyrant, and his broken lance 

Leaves in the panting corfe. Mean while thy 

wound 5ao 

Inceflant Hows, ^reat hero, and augments 
The hopes of Perfia. Thou unyielding ftill 
Suftain'ft the conteft, white \innuniberM darts 
Are fliiverM on thy buckler, and thy feet 
With glittering poinU beftrewj the CholchiafU 

fword, 525 

And Perfian dagger leave their IhatterM hilt$ ; 
Bent is the Cafpian fcymetar ; in vain 
The Sacian wheels his falchion, and their mace 
The (Irong Chaldxans and Aflyrians raife: 
Thou fland^ft tinfliaken, like a Thracian hill, 530 
Like Rhodope, or Haemus; where in vain 
The thundVer plants his livid bolt, in vain 
The glancing lightning cleaves th* incrufted fnow^ 
And wiht^. beating with eternal war 

Shakes 
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Shakes from his dreary wings difcordant fiorms, 535 
Chill fleet, and clattVmghail. But now advanc'd 
Abrocomes> and ainn'd his deadly fpear 

Againft the forehead of Laconia's chief, 

I 

Not unperceiv'd ; the Spartan's afiive hand 
I;^is fword oppofing upward rears the blade 5^0- 

Againft the threatening javelin ; o'er his creft 
Its fucy waftes in air, while fwlft defcend* 
The pondVous falchion on the Peifian^s knee: 
At once the bone is fever'd; prone he falls ;,' 
CrufliM on the ground beneath ten thoufand feet 545^ 
The gallant warriouc breathes the laft remain t 
Of toftuiM life^ The Spartan, thus maintaia'd 
Th* unequal combat witbhis fingle fword,. 
But Agis calls Dieneces, alarms 
Demophilus,, Megiftias ; they from leips 55© 

Of Allarodian and Safperian flain 
Hafte to their leader, and befof e him raife 
The brazen bulwark of their mafly (hields. 
The forerooft line of Afia ftands. and bleeds ;, ^ 

N 2 the 
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The reft recoil : but Hyperanthes ftrides 555 

From rank to rank throughout his various hoft. 

Their dying hopes rekindles^ in the brave 

Excites new valour, and the freezing heart 

Of Fear revives. Aftafpes firft obey'd 

The hero's voice, a fierce Chaldsan lord 560 

V^in of his birth from antient Beliis drau'n> 

Proud of his wealthy (lores, and ilately domes; 

But now more proud by conqueft, fince his might 

Flad foird the (Irong Diomedon. He feeks 

The front of battle. His viQorious mace 565 

Againft the brave Dleneces he bends ; 

The weighty blow bore down th' oppofing fhield^ 

And crufli'd the Spartan's fhoulder : idle hangs 

The buckler now, and loads th' inaftivc arm 

Depriv'd of all its funSions. Agis bares 5 70 

His.vcngeful blade, and fevers from the foe 

His hand exalted for a fecond ftroke. 

The dying fingers with commlfive graip 

The falling mace infold. A Sacian chief 

Springs 
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Springs on the viSor. laxartes* banks 5 75, 

To this brave favage gave his name and birth. 

His looks ereft, and fierce deportment fpoke 

A bold and gallant fpirit^ but untamM^ 

With dreary wilds familiar, and a race. 

Of rude Barbarians horrid as their clime. 580^ 

The hofiile fpear, againft his forehead aim'd, 

Glanc'd upward, and o'erturn'd his iron cone :. 

The blow renewM his burfting cheft divides^ 

Th' undaunted Sacian writhes along, the lance,. 

Which gliding paffes through his breaft and back,,585; 

A barbed arrow, from his quiver draws,. 

Deep in. the dreaming, pap of Agis hides 

The .deadly fteel, then- grimly Imiles and dieSi 

From him Fate haflens to- a nobler prey; 

For Id ! the brave Dieneces prefents 590 

His breaft obnoxious to a thoufand darts. 

The (hield deferts his unfuftainirg arm,. 

And Aides to earth. A grove of javelins rofe 

On his broad bofom. Slill for ev'ry wound 

N3. • He 
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He hurl'd a Perfian to th' infernal gloom ; 595 

But life at length forfook his riven heart. 

And o'er tlie rock the gafping hero ftretch'd 

His dying limbsln gore. Who now can (land 

The torrent of Barbarians ? Agis bleeds. 

His fpear is irrecoverably pIungM 600 

In laxartes' body. Lo\k reclines 

Dieneces in gore. The Spartan chief 

Himfclf o'erlabour'd of his lance difarmM 

The rage of death can exercife no more. 

One I aft and glorious effort age performs. 605 

Demophiltts, Megiflias join their might. 

And ftem the floods of conqueft ; while the fpear 

Of flain Dieneces to Sparta's king 

The fainting Agis bore. The blazing fteel 

In that dire hand again for battle rear'd 610 

Blafts all the Perfian valour. Back in heaps 

They roll confounded, by their leader's voice 

In vain exhorted longer to endure 

The ceafelefs >yafle of that unconquer'd arm. 

So, 
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So, when the giants from Olympus chas*d 615 

Th* inferior Gods, themfelves in terror Aitn'd 
Th' inceflant ftreams of lightning, when tha hand 
Of heav'n's great father with eternal might 
Suftain'd the direful conflia. O'er the field 
Awhile Bellona ftills the rage of war ; 6zo 

When Thefpia's leader, and Megiftias drop 
At either fide of Lacedaemon*s king. 
Beneath the weight of years and labour bend 
The hoary warriours. Not a groan molefts 
irieir parting fpirits, but in death's calm night, 625 
All-filent, bows each venerable head ; 
Like aged oaks, whofe deep defcending roots 
Had pierc'd refiftlefs through the mountain's fide. 
And there for three long centuries had brav'd 
Each angry guft of Eurus, and the North ; 630 

Till, faplefs now by Time's defpoiling hand. 
Without a blaft their mofly trunks recline 
Before their parent hill. By Sparta's chief 
None now remains but Agis, who implores 
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The laft kind office from his gcdlike friend, 635 

The Sacian's arrow from his pap to draw. . i 

This done, life iffues with the fanguinc tide I 

Thy comely features, Agis, now are pale ; 

Cold arc thy graceful limbs, and dim thy eyes^ 

Which now no more with placid beams reveal 640 

The native virtues of thy gentle breaft. ' 

The noble corfe Leomdas furveys^ 

Fate yields him one fliort interval of peace 

To know how lovely are the patriot's wounds,. 

And fee thofe honours grace the man he lov'i bj^y 

But Hyperanthes with his fingle fpear 

Forth from the trembling ranks of Afia tow'rs 

His country's glory to redeem, or fall. 

The Spartan worn by toil his languid arm 

Once more uplifting waits the dauntlefs prince* 650 - 

The heroes now flood adverfe. Each a while 

Reftrain'd his valour, and his godlike foa 

Admiring viewM. Such majefly and ftrength 

To fierce Pelides all incircled round 

With 
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With Trojan dead j and fuch to Priam's fon 655 

By ftrnggling virtiw, and by manly (hamc 

From flight recalled, great Homer's fancy gave. 

O thou exalted o'er the laurel'd train 

Higii, as the fweet Calltope is thron'd 

Above each virgin of the tuneful hill ; 660 

Now let one beam of thy celeAial light 

Dart through my lab'ring mind^ left Freedom 

mourn 
Her chofcn fon.diflionour'd in thefc ftralns f 

Now Hyperanthes^ and Laconia's king 
.Withbrandifli'd points, and targets high uprear'd 665 
Commence the fatal combat, which muft clofe 
The long'continu'd horrors of the day. 
Fix'd with amaze and fear, the Afian filea 
Unmov'd and filent on their bucklers paufe. 
Thus o'er th' expanfe of India's wild contend 670 
The elephant, and hom'd rhinoceros; 
Earth groans beneath them, as with wr^th untam'd 
Each hideous ibulk in dire encounter meets: 

With 
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With diftant terror gaze the favage throng. 

Prolonged by varied art» the dubious fight 675 

The great event fufpcnded. On the foe 

His well-aim'd fpear at laft the Spartan drove^ 

And piercM the fliield. Inexorable fate 

That monient hovcr'd o'er the eaftera prince> 

When wirti umnatch'd celerity afide 680 

He fwung his bucUer ; underneath bis arm^ 

Unftain*d with blood the hoftile javelin pafsM: 

Meantime, with joy, and ardent hopes elate 

Of fame and conqueft> fudden ke impelPd 

His ra[nd lance ag^nft the Spartan's throat $; 6S5 

But he with wary (kill his target rais'd,. 

And o'er his fhoulder turn'd the glancing ftecl 5 

Forone laft effort then his fcatter'd ftrength 

Recall'd, and wheeling with refiftlefe force 

His mafly buckler daih'd the brazen verge 6^m 

Againft the Perfian's forehead : down he funk 

Without a groan expiring, as o'erwelm'd 

Befieath a marble fragment from its feat 

Heav'd 
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Heav'd by si whirlwind fwecping o'er the ridge 

Of fomVafplring manfion. Gen'rous prince! 695 

What could his valour more ? His fingle might 

He match'd with great Leonidas, and fell 

Before his native bands. The Spartan chief 

Now (lands alone. In hea^^s his flaughter'd friends 

All ftreichM around him lie. The diftant foes 700 

Show'r on his head innumerable darts. 

From various fluices gufli the vital floods. 

And ftainliis fainting limbs. Nor yet with pain 

His brow is clouded^ but thofe beauteous wourds. 

The facted pledges, of his own renown^ 705 

And Sparta's fafety, with fereneft joy 

His clofing eye contemplates. Fame can twine 

No brighter laurels round his glorious head, 

His virtue more to labouf Fate forbids, 

^nd lays him now in honourable reft 71a 

To feal his country*8 liberty in death* 

End of the Ninth and Laft Book* 
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added the Smithfield Rosciai>. Price is. id* 

,Thc AUTHOR. A Pojem. The; CONFE- \ 
RENCE. The DUELLIST. By C. Churchill. - 
Price IS. id. 

HEALTtl. A Poem. " To wtiich is added the 
DOCTOR'S DECADE. By John Bay^jakd, 
M. D. Price 2d» 



A ColleQion of Poems on various Subje^, By 
Edward Rogers. Price is. id. • 
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